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Permit Bancroft demolition

Resolved, that ANC1D advises the Mayor's Agent to approve the demolition of the gymnasium/auditorium of
Bancroft Elementary as "necessary to allow the construction of a project of special merit". "Special merit" is 
justified by "social or other benefits having a high priority for community services".

Why: Nothing is more important to a neighborhood than the quality of its neighborhood schools. The 
elementary school in Mount Pleasant, Bancroft Elementary, has long been a liability to the growth and 
development of this neighborhood, the facility being old (75-plus years) and haphazardly expanded through 
the years. For many years, even as Mount Pleasant has developed into an increasingly upscale neighborhood, 
it's been said that residents should leave the neighborhood as soon as their children reach school age, due to 
the inadequacy of Bancroft for the schooling of their children. A large number of Mount Pleasant children are
ferried out of the neighborhood every morning, their parents taking them to schools on the west side of Rock 
Creek Park.

The designers of the modernized school were asked, by the Historic Preservation Office, to develop a design 
that would avoid the demolition of the circa-1938 gymnasium. No suitable design was possible, and 
demolition of that 77-year-old structure is evidently essential for the modernization of the school. As the HPO
report states, "no viable option appears to exist that could meet ADA requirements, reinforce the central 
entrance and address the critically important need to improve circulation" in the school. But modernization of
this decrepit school is utterly indispensable to the development of Mount Pleasant as a neighborhood 
attractive to waves of incoming residents, new to the city, and wanting schools that are suitable for their 
children.

While there is more to a good school than attractive architecture, the modernization of Bancroft will be an 
essential step in the upgrading of our neighborhood school to meet the needs of the many young people 
moving into this neighborhood, and to end the flight from Mount Pleasant by residents discouraged by our 
neighborhood school. Not only the Historic Preservation Office, but Historic Mount Pleasant, and the 
Historic Preservation Review Board, have agreed that "razing the gymnasium/auditorium was the most 
logical course of action". Plainly this meets the definition of a project of "special merit", offering "benefits 
having a high priority for community services", as specified by the District's Historic Preservation Law.

Passed by 4 to 0 vote  at the legally noticed, public meeting of ANC1D on July 21, 2015, with a quorum 
present. Voting “yes”:  Commissioners Hoey, McKay, Rivas, Griffiths. A quorum for this commission is three;
four commissioners were present. 
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