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Minutes of the September 17, 2013 meeting of Advisory Neighborhood 
Commission 1-D

These minutes accepted at the October 15, 2013 meeting.

Call to order

[7:09 pm] Chair China Terrell called the September meeting of ANC1D to order at 7:09 pm. Three 
commissioners were present: China Terrell, Adam Hoey, and Jack McKay, constituting a quorum. Julian 
Gonzalez of HearSay Interpreting provided simultaneous English-to-Spanish interpretation. 

Public discussion

[7:14 pm] The public discussion period followed. 

Chairperson's report

[7:26 pm] China provided a report.

Secretary’s report

[7:30 pm] Jack asked if there were corrections to the minutes of the August 20 2013 meeting. No corrections 
were offered, and the minutes were declared accepted.

Treasurer’s report

[7:31 pm] Phil was absent, but Jack asked if there were any concerns about two routine expenditures: Tony 
Grillo, $50, postering for the September meeting; HearSay Interpreting, $100, interpreting at the September 
meeting. No concerns or objections to these expenditures were expressed by the commissioners.

Unfinished business

[7:32 pm] Jack moved that the two unfinished business items from the July meeting, namely Password Access 
for ANC1D Website, and Two ANC meetings per month, be tabled until the October meeting. Motion 
passed, 3 to 0.
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Special Exception for 1731 Kilbourne Place 

[7:32 pm] Jack offered this resolution:

Resolved, that ANC1D advises the Board of Zoning Adjustment to grant the special exception requested for
1731 Kilbourne Place NW, BZA Application No. 18631.

Why: ANC1D finds that granting the special exception would not tend to affect adversely the use of 
neighboring properties, and the second-floor enclosed back porch is consistent with residential practices in 
the Mount Pleasant neighborhood. 

Resolution passed, 3 to 0.

Conversion to tavern license for the Marx Cafe

[7:40 pm] Jack offered this resolution:

Resolved, that ANC1D advises the Alcoholic Beverage Regulation Administration, and the ABC Board, to 
permit the license change requested by Dalunas, LLC, for the Marx Cafe, License ABRA-074712, from C 
Restaurant to C Tavern.

Why: Mount Pleasant currently has two CT licensees, neither of which has caused any neighborhood 
problems as a result of being licensed as taverns. Haydee's Restaurant, in particular, recently changed from 
CR to CT, with no untoward consequences for the neighborhood. The owner of the Marx Cafe has asserted 
that the license change will not result in any significant changes in operation, but will merely simplify his 
license reporting requirements. We are confident that the Marx Cafe will continue to be a well-operated 
business and responsible neighbor in Mount Pleasant.

Resolution passed, 3 to 0.

Sign for 3112 Mount Pleasant Street

[7:44 pm] Jack offered this resolution:

Resolved, that ANC1D advises the Historic Preservation Office to approve the "Western Union" sign 
proposed for address 3112 Mount Pleasant Street NW.

Why: This non-illuminated sign is compatible and harmonious with existing signage on Mount Pleasant 
Street.

Resolution passed, 3 to 0.

Stipulated license for Each Peach

[7:46 pm] Jack offered this resolution:

Resolved, that ANC1D has no objection to a stipulated license for Each Peach, LLC, trading as Each Peach 
Market, ABRA 92449, Retailer's Class B grocery with tasting endorsement, 3068 Mount Pleasant Street 
NW. 

Resolution passed, 3 to 0.

Resolution on continued alley repair/repavement in Mount Pleasant

[7:48 pm] China offered this resolution:

Resolved, the ANC 1D advises the District Department of Transportation to repair or repave, as appropriate,
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the following alleys in Mount Pleasant:

*  Alley between Kenyon and Irving (1700 - 1900)

*  Alley between 19th and Walbridge/Adams Mill Road

*  Alley behind Klingle Road

*  Alley between 1700 blocks of Kilbourne and Lamont

*  Alley between Hobart and Irving

*  Alley between Oakwood Terrace and Brown Street

ANC 1D requests that the team that manages alley improvements visit each alley listed to evaluate its 
condition, and place the alley on a prompt schedule for repair or repavement, including removing asphalt 
patches to ensure that alley work meets historic standards.   

Why:  These alleys are in state of extreme disrepair.  As it stands, they are a danger to children playing in 
them and cause damage to cars using them.  Additionally, the patchwork repairs that have been done to date 
are entirely inconsistent with the historic character of this neighborhood.

Despite a public safety walkthrough in June 2013 calling attention to the alleys and several emails on behalf
of residents throughout the summer of 2013, DDOT has taken no substantive action to assure residents that 
the poor state of our alleys are a matter of concern. 

Resolution passed, 3 to 0.

Resolution for statehood from Mount Pleasant residents

[7:52 pm] China offered this resolution:

Resolved, ANC 1D advises the Mayor of the District of Columbia and the Council of the District of 
Columbia of its support for the New Columbia Admission Act (Act).  Under this Act, the District of 
Columbia would be admitted as the State of New Columbia into the United States of America, thereby 
providing voting representation to the residents of Mount Pleasant.

Why: This nation is founded on the belief that all people are endowed with certain inalienable rights and 
that to secure these rights, governments are instituted deriving their just powers from the consent of the 
governed; and

The rights of the residents of the District of Columbia are abridged when the U.S. Congress imposes its will
on local matters and denies us voting representation on federal issues in both houses of U.S. Congress.

The people of the District of Columbia are the only Americans who still bear all of the responsibilities of 
citizenship, but who do not enjoy all of the rights of citizenship, including authority over state and local 
matters and representation in both houses of Congress making the District, in effect a colony under 
Congressional jurisdiction; and 

Statehood will ensure that residents of the District of Columbia enjoy full rights in state and local matters 
and voting representation in both houses of Congress just like every other citizen of the United States of 
America, and is a matter of simple justice.

Resolution passed, 2 to 1. Voting “yes”: China, Adam. Voting “no”: Jack. 

Resolution to halt implementation of demolition by neglect

[7:59 pm] China offered this resolution:

Resolved, ANC 1D urges the Mayor, and the District of Columbia Office of Planning, to suspend 
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implementation of rulemaking that would allow the government to force repairs to historic homes, and 
saddle homeowners with the bill.  This rulemaking is inadequate until specific provisions are included that 
would ensure homeowners receive prior notice of the Government's intent to force repairs.  Additionally, the
rulemaking must protect homeowners from losing their homes because they either did not understand the 
action against them or could not afford to make the repairs as demanded.  For reference, the rulemaking 
would add a new Chapter 8, PREVENTION OF DEMOLITION BY NEGLECT to Title 10, PLANNING 
AND DEVELOPMENT, Subtitle C, HISTORIC PRESERVATION (Rulemaking).

Why:  This Commission is extremely concerned that the District government would not fairly administer 
this Rulemaking to protect residents and preserve neighborhoods.  Ideally, the law would prevent 
developers from sitting on historic homes, refusing to make expensive repairs until the property is so 
beyond repair that it can be razed and rebuilt under less stringent restrictions.  The necessity of this 
Rulemaking is unclear, however, given the two-tiered tax structure for vacant and blighted properties.  

As it stands, the Rulemaking allows the District to ignore the fact that a homeowner is actually living in the 
home. It also ignores the fact that many homeowners living in a historic district did not choose to buy in a 
historic district and may have opposed the conversion of their neighborhood into a historic district.   It also 
ignores the fact that if a homeowners is to be required to make repairs -- particularly those that are likely to 
cost in the thousands of dollars -- the homeowners should be given prior notice that the Government is 
intending to force expenses on the homeowner.  

Most importantly, there is nothing in this Rulemaking to ensure that it will not be used to further displace 
the elderly and persons of low to moderate incomes who have owned their District homes for several 
decades. 

Any number of houses in Mount Pleasant could be cited for “demolition by neglect”, and the owners 
compelled to undertake repairs, however expensive, and however beyond the means of the homeowner.  In 
light of the severe abuses involving tax lien sales that have come to light, this Commission advises that 
implementation of the Rulemaking be suspended and that provisions be drafted in collaboration with 
members of the community to ensure that homeowners are not forced to make repairs that they do not have 
the financial wherewithal to afford.

Resolution passed, 3 to 0.

Adams Mill Road retaining wall:  approval of concrete base and southern 
terminus 

[8:03 pm] China offered this resolution:

Resolved, ANC 1D accepts the following recommendation of the community team guiding the Harvard 
Triangle/Adams Mill Road construction project and advises the District Department of Transportation 
(DDOT) accordingly:

1.  For the Adams Mill Road retaining wall, the concrete sample previewed on September 14 and 15, 2013, 
is compatible with the stone veneer that the community has chosen.  As such, DDOT should proceed with 
pouring the concrete base and installing the stone veneer.

2.  Having reviewed several options for the southern terminus of the Adams Mill Road retaining wall, the 
community team prefers matching it with concrete clad in stone (Option 2). 

Why:  The concrete sample was a color match to paint chips that the community team guiding the project 
provided.  As mixed, the sample is compatible with the earlier chosen stone veneer.  On the southern 
terminus, Option 2 offers continuity with the northern terminus, is lower maintenance (no re-painting of the 
metal over the years), and has a more natural aesthetic. Mount Pleasant residents appreciate the deference 
and close collaboration that DDOT is offering the community.  
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Resolution passed, 3 to 0.

Lights resolution 

[8:15 pm] Adam offered this resolution:

Resolved:  ANC1D approves the evaluation, purchase, installation and maintenance of festival lights hung 
along Mount Pleasant St. The concept includes 3 strands of lights with 30 bulbs each hung in 2 locations 
along Mount Pleasant St. ANC 1D will work with DDOT to obtain permits, technical assistance and 
scoping. This includes evaluating the best approach to hanging the lights either by streetlight, poles or from 
adjacent buildings and use of energy efficient bulbs.

The commission will explore partnerships with energy service providers.   

The lights would be hung higher than 15 ft. to permit the passage of delivery trucks. Attaching the strands to
a building would also require permission and cooperation with local property owners.  

This resolution supports the purchase of strands for 2 locations, installation and replacement bulbs. The 
lights would generally run on Friday and Saturday evenings from dusk until 12:00 am during and during 
winter holidays.  The ANC authorizes a budget of $7000.  

Why:  The lights help satisfy strategic goals in the MtP Small Area Plan making Mount Pleasant a more 
attractive destination for residents and guests to visit and shop along our commercial corridor. The 
increased lighting will improve pedestrian safety and quality of life.

Resolution passed, 2 to 1. Voting “yes”: China, Adam. Voting “no”: Jack. 

Adjournment

[8:40 pm] The meeting was adjourned at 8:40 pm.

ANC1D meeting minutes, September 17, 2013, p. 5 of 5


	Minutes of the September 17, 2013 meeting of Advisory Neighborhood Commission 1‑D
	Call to order
	Public discussion
	Chairperson's report
	Secretary’s report
	Treasurer’s report
	Unfinished business
	Special Exception for 1731 Kilbourne Place
	Conversion to tavern license for the Marx Cafe
	Sign for 3112 Mount Pleasant Street
	Stipulated license for Each Peach
	Resolution on continued alley repair/repavement in Mount Pleasant
	Resolution for statehood from Mount Pleasant residents
	Resolution to halt implementation of demolition by neglect
	Adams Mill Road retaining wall: approval of concrete base and southern terminus
	Lights resolution
	Adjournment

