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Minutes of the October 15, 2013 meeting of Advisory Neighborhood Commission
1-D

These minutes accepted at the November 19, 2013 meeting.

Call to order

[7:16 pm] Vice Chair Adam Hoey called the October meeting of ANC1D to order at 7:16 pm. Three 
commissioners were present: Yasmin Romero-Latin, Adam Hoey, and Jack McKay, constituting a quorum. 
Julian Gonzalez of HearSay Interpreting provided simultaneous English-to-Spanish interpretation. 

Public discussion

[7:18 pm] The public discussion period followed. 

Secretary’s report

[7:23 pm] Jack asked if there were corrections to the minutes of the September 17 2013 meeting. No corrections 
were offered, and the minutes were declared accepted.

Treasurer’s report

[7:23 pm] Phil was absent, but Jack asked if there were any concerns about two routine expenditures: Tony 
Grillo, $50, postering for the October meeting; HearSay Interpreting, $100, interpreting at the October 
meeting. No concerns or objections to these expenditures were expressed by the commissioners.

Unfinished business: Password Access for ANC1D Website 

[7:24 pm] Vice Chair Hoey brought up the first item of unfinished business:

Each Commissioner who desires should have access to the passcode for the ANC1D website, with the 
opportunity to post news and updates on the landing page.

Why:  To increase convenient access to information about community events and gatherings that affect 
Mount Pleasant residents.

Adam, as the commissioner who introduced this resolution at the July meeting, moved that the resolution be 
withdrawn. Motion to withdraw approved, 3 to 0.

ANC1D meeting minutes, October 15, 2013, p. 1 of 4

mailto:anc1d@googlegroups.com
http://www.anc1d.org/
mailto:jack.mckay@verizon.net
mailto:china@chinaterrell.com
mailto:adamanc1d@gmail.com
mailto:philgreiner@yahoo.com
mailto:yasminkiki@yahoo.com


Unfinished business: Two ANC meetings per month

[7:25 pm] Vice Chair Hoey brought up the second item of unfinished business:

Resolved, that ANC1D will reinstate its former policy of two meetings a month, one meeting for public 
hearings concerning neighborhood events and issues, the second devoted to the formal conduct of ANC 
business, corresponding to the standard practice of separating “hearings” from “legislative sessions”. 

[for the remainder of the text, see the minutes of the July 2013 meeting.]

Jack, as the sponsor of this motion, asked that he be permitted to withdraw the motion. Motion to withdraw 
approved, 3 to 0.

Affirming testimony to the HPRB

[7:27 pm] Adam, noting that he had no direction from China concerning this resolution, suggested that this 
resolution should await China's participation in a meeting. 

Concerning Commissioner Terrell's HPRB testimonies

[7:28 pm] Jack moved the following resolution:

ANC1D advises the Historic Preservation Review Board that the oral testimony offered by ANC1D 
chairperson China Terrell on September 26, and the written testimony provided by Commissioner Terrell at 
the October 3 meeting, should be taken as her personal views only, and not as approved views of the 
commission as a whole.

Why: The May 2013 resolution upon which Commissioner Terrell based her two testimonies included the 
following line:

“ANC 1D advises the Historic Preservation Review Board (HPRB) to consider design concerns to be 
submitted by a group of residents living in ANC 1D, SMD's 01, 02, and 03 related to a development project 
at 17th and Oakwood Terrace submitted by the applicant, owner and architect Carmel Greer.”

And further:

“The ANC advises the HPRB to consider these concerns at its next official board meeting when the owner 
seeks re-approval, . . . “

The HPRB did so, giving the residents ample time to voice their concerns at the September 26 meeting (the 
Board having kindly accepted ANC1D's request to postpone the July hearing to September). 

What the resolution does not do is endorse any of said concerns as its own, formal policy. Nothing in the 
resolution deals explicitly with matters referred to in Cmr Terrell's oral or written statements, e.g., 

“compatibility really does have to do with the neighboring residences” (Sept 26)

“there needs to be more ornamentation there needs to be more facade detailing” (Sept 26)

“The frame of reference for determining compatibility should continue to be neighboring residences on the 
17th Street and Oakwood Terrace.” (Oct 3)
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“We ask that the HPRB stand by their recommendation to increase the setback of the proposed design and 
also make recommendations to increase the six-inch setback.” (Oct 3)

“We agree with the HPRB staff concerns about rhythm . . .” (Oct 3)

“The proposed building is still too plain to relate to the neighboring residences. Additional articulation is 
needed below the roofline.” (Oct 3)

“We ask that HPRB make recommendations for the roof other than the flat shape proposed . . .” (Oct 3)

“The [Historic Preservation] Guidelines should not be compromised.” (Oct 3)

Nothing in the resolution of May 2013 specified any concerns whatsoever to be ANC1D's formally 
approved concerns. On the contrary, even the concerns explicitly cited, “that the proposed design and 
setback are not consistent with the design of other houses on the historic block”, are attributed to “groups of
residents”, not this commission.

The commission has had no discussion of any of these points, nor has the commission even seen the current
design drawings. Commissioner Terrell was expounding her own, personal views, and did not have 
commission support for any of the above, nor any other “concerns”. 

Adam moved that this resolution be tabled until the November meeting. Motion to table approved, 3 to 0.

Approve zoning variance for 3150 17th St NW

[7:35 pm] Yasmin offered the following resolution:

ANC1D advises the Board of Zoning Adjustment to approve application no. 18679, for a rear-deck addition
to the row house at address 3150 17th Street NW.

Why: 

This commission agrees that a failure to permit this variance would be an “exceptional and undue hardship”
imposed on the homeowners, given that many other residences in Mount Pleasant have outdoor decks, 
including, in this case, the next-door neighbor. The lot area, 1215 sq ft, is small compared to almost all 
others in this area. A few doors down 17th Street, for example, for lots 112 through 119 on this block, the 
lots are 2000 sq ft in area, larger by 65% than this lot. Nearby neighbors on Kilbourne Place have 2100 sq ft
lots. Only because of a peculiar jog in the alley behind this lot does it and a few neighbors have such small 
lots.

The commission agrees further that this variance can be permitted “without substantial detriment to the 
public good”. Taking DCMR 11, 223 as a guide, the commission judges that the addition will not have a 
substantially adverse effect on the use or enjoyment of any abutting or adjacent dwelling or property, as 
follows:

Light and air available to neighboring properties will not be unduly affected. The neighboring property to 
the west currently possesses a deck of similar dimensions. To the east, there is only 17th Street, and to the 
south, an alley, and an adjacent building with a few north-facing windows. 

The privacy of use and enjoyment of neighboring properties will not be unduly compromised. Only the 
immediate neighbor to the west might be affected, and he has a deck virtually identical to that proposed.

The addition or accessory structure, together with the original building, as viewed from the street, alley, 
and other public way, will not substantially visually intrude upon the character, scale and pattern of houses 
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along the subject street frontage. This deck will be, if anything, an improvement upon the current view 
from 17th Street, which is of an alley, characterized by the usual alley trash-can clutter and cosmetic 
neglect.

For these reasons, ANC1D advises approval of the application for a zoning variance.

Jack moved that this resolution be tabled until the next meeting. Motion to table approved, 2 to 0 (Adam and 
Jack voting “yes”, Yasmin abstaining).

Adjournment

[7:51 pm] The meeting was adjourned at 7:51 pm.
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