
Minutes of the November 27, 2012 meeting of Advisory Neighborhood 
Commission 1-D

These minutes accepted at the January 29, 2013 meeting.

Call to order

[7:05 pm] Vice Chair Wilson Phelan called the November 27 meeting of ANC1D to order at 7:05 pm. 
Three commissioners were present: Laura, Jack, and China, not constituting a quorum. Julian Gonzalez 
of HearSay Interpreting provided simultaneous English-to-Spanish interpretation.

Public Discussion

[7:06 pm] The meeting proceeded with a public discussion period. Yasmin Romero-Castillo arrived at 
7:14 pm, providing the meeting with a quorum.

Secretary's report

[7:15 pm] Jack asked if there were any corrections to the minutes of the September 18 meeting. No 
corrections being offered, the minutes were declared accepted.

Treasurer's report

[7:16 pm] Jack noted a number of routine checks written: Tony Grillo, $50 (3), postering; HearSay 
Interpreting, $100 (2); UPS Store, mailbox rental, $456. These were approved by unanimous vote.

Jack requested approval of the Q4FY12 financial report. Approved, 4 to 0 vote.

Jack then showed the proposed budget for FY2013. This must be taken up for approval at a later 
meeting.

Gregg Edwards arrived at 7:20 pm.

1741 Kilbourne Place BZA application (area variance)

[7:20 pm] China introduced the following resolution:

Resolved, that ANC1D advises the Board of Zoning Adjustment that the granting of 
variance #18452, for 1741 Kilbourne Place NW,  would not cause substantial detriment to 
the public good, and, judging on that basis only, would advise approval of the application for 
a variance.
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Why: ANC1D finds no "substantial detriment to the public good" as a result of granting this 
variance. The area of the lot, 2569 square feet, is only 5% short of the 2700 square feet that 
R-4 zoning requires for three dwelling units.  ANC1D is judging only the matter of the 
possible detriment to the public good.

In passing this resolution, ANC 1D is not setting a precedent for approving, after the fact, 
construction completed without permits or the necessary zoning variances. 

Passed by 3 to 0 to 2 vote, China, Jack, and Laura voting “yes”, Gregg and Yasmin abstaining.

BZA Application of The Preparatory School of D.C.

[7:32 pm] Jack introduced the following resolution:

Resolved, that ANC1D supports the application by the Preparatory School of DC for a 
special exception, allowing a child development center at 3220 17th Street NW, BZA 
application No. 18475, agreeing that the special exception can be allowed without tending 
"to affect adversely the use of neighboring property".

Why: the center has been in operation for 22 years, with little effect on neighbors. The center 
is virtually entirely enclosed within a building, with little exposure to neighbors. The one 
problem that has arisen, having to do with parental traffic at pickup time, was quickly 
addressed by the managers of the center. The center provides a valuable service to working 
parents resident in the neighborhood.

Passed, 5 to 0 vote.

RPP parking policy 

[7:38 pm] Jack introduced this resolution:

Resolved, that ANC1D advises the Council of the District of Columbia to end block-by-
block Residential Parking Permit zoning, replacing that policy with RPP zoning within an 
ANC determination by Advisory Neighborhood Commissions, rather than by block 
petitions.

Why: The 2003 Parking Task Force declared that block-by-block zoning was "one of the 
major flaws in the current system", noting that "If one lives in the area with the generally 
restrictive parking conditions, but does not live on an RPP block, one cannot get a parking 
sticker and is effectively treated in the same way as a visitor or commuter". Residents of 
unzoned blocks find that they are prohibited from parking their cars in their own 
neighborhoods, as close as around a corner from their homes.

Furthermore, as the Washington Post reported in 2009, unzoned blocks are sought out by 
residents with cars without DC tags, and become congested with those cars, parked there by 
residents from blocks away. In a study of some unzoned blocks in Mount Pleasant in 2009, 
some 20% of the curbside parking space was taken up by cars without DC tags. Those 
blocks were RPP-zoned in 2009, not because of problems with commuter parking, but to 
force these car owners to stop using these blocks as out-of-state parking lots.

Area-wide RPP zoning would eliminate both of these problems. Advisory Neighborhood 
Commission areas are natural choices for the areas for RPP determination, with the ANC 
deciding whether the commission area should be RPP-zoned or not.

Passed, 3 to 2 vote. Laura, Gregg, Jack “yes”, China and Yasmin, “no”.

ANC 1D: Minutes of the November 27, 2012 meeting, p. 2 of  3



Concerning the ABC Amendment Act of 2012

[8:17 pm] Gregg introduced this resolution:

Resolved, that ANC1D endorses explicitly certain sections of the Omnibus Alcoholic 
Beverage Amendment Act of 2012.

Specifically, ANC1D supports (1) the requirement that members of a "group of five" 
protestants reside within 400 feet of the applicant's establishment, (2) the requirement that 
citizens' associations give applicants an opportunity to address the association, and (3) the 
primacy of an ANC voluntary agreement over those of other protestant groups.

Why: Mount Pleasant has seen how the voluntary agreement process can be abused, creating 
great hardships for local restaurants and retailers. The requirement that members of a "group 
of five" reside within 400 feet of a business establishment assures that those residents are 
truly subject to disturbance by that establishment. The requirement that a citizens' 
association give the applicant a hearing is only fair, and allows the applicant to argue against 
especially onerous provisions of a proposed voluntary agreement. The provision making an 
ANC voluntary agreement supersede those of other organizations avoids the current 
situation, where an applicant may be subject to multiple voluntary agreements, and 
whichever agreement imposes the most stringent restrictions will prevail. It is reasonable 
that an ANC voluntary agreement supersede the others, because Advisory Neighborhood 
Commissions are subject to special rules of transparency to the public, and because 
commissioners are answerable to the public via elections, and recall elections.

Passed, 5 to 0 vote.

Adjournment

[8:27 pm]  By unanimous vote, the meeting was adjourned. 
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