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Minutes of the November 19, 2013 meeting of Advisory Neighborhood 
Commission 1-D

These minutes accepted at the December 17, 2013 meeting.

Call to order

[7:12 pm] Chair China Terrell called the November meeting of ANC1D to order at 7:12 pm. Four commissioners
were present: China, Yasmin Romero-Latin, Adam Hoey, and Jack McKay, constituting a quorum. Julian 
Gonzalez of HearSay Interpreting provided simultaneous English-to-Spanish interpretation. 

Public discussion

[7:13 pm] The public discussion period followed. 

Chairpersons’s report

[8:01 pm] China provided a report.

Secretary’s report

[8:08 pm] Jack asked if there were corrections to the minutes of the October 15 2013 meeting. No corrections 
were offered, and the minutes were declared accepted.

Treasurer’s report

[8:09 pm] Phil was absent, and Jack dealt with the Treasurer’s matters.

Jack asked if there were any concerns about two routine expenditures: Tony Grillo, $50, postering for the 
November meeting; HearSay Interpreting, $100, interpreting at the November meeting. No concerns or 
objections to these expenditures were expressed by the commissioners.

Jack noted the quarterly invoice from Ben Siegler, eGovernment Solutions Inc., for website maintenance, 
$500. China affirmed that this can be taken as an approved expenditure.

Jack brought up the quarterly financial report to the auditor for Q4FY2013, and moved that it be approved 
by the commission. Approved by a 4 to 0 vote. 
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Unfinished business: Concerning Commissioner Terrell's HPRB testimonies

[8:10 pm] The following resolution was brought up for discussion:

ANC1D advises the Historic Preservation Review Board that the oral testimony offered by ANC1D 
chairperson China Terrell on September 26, and the written testimony provided by Commissioner Terrell at 
the October 3 meeting, should be taken as her personal views only, and not as approved views of the 
commission as a whole.

Why: The May 2013 resolution upon which Commissioner Terrell based her two testimonies included the 
following line:

“ANC 1D advises the Historic Preservation Review Board (HPRB) to consider design concerns to be 
submitted by a group of residents living in ANC 1D, SMD's 01, 02, and 03 related to a development project 
at 17th and Oakwood Terrace submitted by the applicant, owner and architect Carmel Greer.”

And further:

“The ANC advises the HPRB to consider these concerns at its next official board meeting when the owner 
seeks re-approval, . . . “

The HPRB did so, giving the residents ample time to voice their concerns at the September 26 meeting (the 
Board having kindly accepted ANC1D's request to postpone the July hearing to September). 

What the resolution does not do is endorse any of said concerns as its own, formal policy. Nothing in the 
resolution deals explicitly with matters referred to in Cmr Terrell's oral or written statements, e.g., 

“compatibility really does have to do with the neighboring residences” (Sept 26)

“there needs to be more ornamentation there needs to be more facade detailing” (Sept 26)

“The frame of reference for determining compatibility should continue to be neighboring residences on the 
17th Street and Oakwood Terrace.” (Oct 3)

“We ask that the HPRB stand by their recommendation to increase the setback of the proposed design and 
also make recommendations to increase the six-inch setback.” (Oct 3)

“We agree with the HPRB staff concerns about rhythm . . .” (Oct 3)

“The proposed building is still too plain to relate to the neighboring residences. Additional articulation is 
needed below the roofline.” (Oct 3)

“We ask that HPRB make recommendations for the roof other than the flat shape proposed . . .” (Oct 3)

“The [Historic Preservation] Guidelines should not be compromised.” (Oct 3)

Nothing in the resolution of May 2013 specified any concerns whatsoever to be ANC1D's formally 
approved concerns. On the contrary, even the concerns explicitly cited, “that the proposed design and 
setback are not consistent with the design of other houses on the historic block”, are attributed to “groups of
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residents”, not this commission.

The commission has had no discussion of any of these points, nor has the commission even seen the current
design drawings. Commissioner Terrell was expounding her own, personal views, and did not have 
commission support for any of the above, nor any other “concerns”. 

Adam moved that this resolution be tabled indefinitely. Motion to table approved, 2 to 1, Adam and Yasmin 
voting “yes”, Jack voting ”no”, China abstaining..

Unfinished business: Approve zoning variance for 3150 17th St NW

[8:24 pm] This resolution was brought up for discussion: 

ANC1D advises the Board of Zoning Adjustment to approve application no. 18679, for a rear-deck addition
to the row house at address 3150 17th Street NW.

Why:  This commission agrees that a failure to permit this variance would be an “exceptional and undue 
hardship” imposed on the homeowners, given that many other residences in Mount Pleasant have outdoor 
decks, including, in this case, the next-door neighbor. The lot area, 1215 sq ft, is small compared to almost 
all others in this area. A few doors down 17th Street, for example, for lots 112 through 119 on this block, the
lots are 2000 sq ft in area, larger by 65% than this lot. Nearby neighbors on Kilbourne Place have 2100 sq ft
lots. Only because of a peculiar jog in the alley behind this lot does it and a few neighbors have such small 
lots.

The commission agrees further that this variance can be permitted “without substantial detriment to the 
public good”. Taking DCMR 11, 223 as a guide, the commission judges that the addition will not have a 
substantially adverse effect on the use or enjoyment of any abutting or adjacent dwelling or property, as 
follows:

Light and air available to neighboring properties will not be unduly affected. The neighboring property to 
the west currently possesses a deck of similar dimensions. To the east, there is only 17th Street, and to the 
south, an alley, and an adjacent building with a few north-facing windows. 

The privacy of use and enjoyment of neighboring properties will not be unduly compromised. Only the 
immediate neighbor to the west might be affected, and he has a deck virtually identical to that proposed.

The addition or accessory structure, together with the original building, as viewed from the street, alley, 
and other public way, will not substantially visually intrude upon the character, scale and pattern of houses 
along the subject street frontage. This deck will be, if anything, an improvement upon the current view 
from 17th Street, which is of an alley, characterized by the usual alley trash-can clutter and cosmetic 
neglect.

For these reasons, ANC1D advises approval of the application for a zoning variance.

Resolution approved, 4 to 0 vote.

Restore curbside parking on 18th Street

[8:27 pm] Jack moved the following resolution:

Resolved, that ANC1D advises DDOT to restore three of the four curbside parking spaces lost as a result of 
increased no-parking spacing adjacent to the alley between Park Road and Monroe Street NW.

Why: The legally specified minimum distance from a parked car to an alley is five feet, which is evidently 
deemed a safe distance for drivers exiting the alley (see DCMR 18, 2405.2(a)). But in early October, the no-
parking signs adjacent to the alley exits on 18th Street, just north of Park Road, were moved to a much 
larger distance, 20 to 25 feet from that alley. The result is a loss of four curbside parking spaces for 
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residents, in a neighborhood where curbside parking is already scarce.

This commission understands that the alley to the west from 18th Street is a special situation, because the 
nine homes along the south side of this alley, fronting on Park Road, use the alley for their principal access, 
including mail delivery, due to the height of those homes above Park Road. The initial request for additional
spacing at the 18th Street alley exit was based on the difficulty in seeing 18th Street traffic approaching 
from the north. The commission is content to leave that spacing as it currently stands, 25 feet.

However, the extra spacing at the other three locations is not warranted. The alley on the east side of 18th 
Street is an ordinary alley, not used for mail or delivery vehicle access, so the 5 foot spacing set by the 
Municipal Regulations is appropriate. Furthermore, drivers exiting the alley on the west side are concerned 
about traffic approaching from their left, not traffic approaching from the right, across 18th Street.

This commission believes that the 5 foot spacing set for all other alleys in the District is safe and 
appropriate for those three locations, that is, at the east-side alley entrance, and towards Park Road from the 
west-side alley entrance. Restoration of that spacing would provide three much-needed curbside parking 
spaces for Mount Pleasant residents, who will confirm that, when they arrive home in the evening after the 
workday, curbside parking is extremely scarce.

Jack and Adam agreed on a motion to table this resolution until the next meeting. Motion to table passed, 4 to 0.

Approve Raven Grill VA termination

[8:41 pm] Jack offered the following resolution:

Resolved, that ANC1D advises the Alcoholic Beverage Control Board to approve the request by Merid 
Admassu of the Raven Grill, 3125 Mount Pleasant Street NW, ABRA License 005864, for termination of its
voluntary agreement.

Why:  The Raven Grill has, in many years of operation, posed no problems of peace, order, and quiet in the 
Mount Pleasant neighborhood. The Raven Grill has had no significant effect on residential parking, nor on 
vehicular and pedestrian safety, nor on Mount Pleasant property values. The current voluntary agreement is 
not warranted by any neighborhood conditions. This commission is confident that the Raven Grill will 
continue to be a well-run business, a good neighbor, and an asset to the community, without the restrictions 
of the existing voluntary agreement. 

Resolution passed, 4 to 0.

Extend time for review of revised zoning regulations

[8:43 pm]  Adam moved the following:

Resolved: ANC1D requests that the DC Office of Planning and Zoning Commission allow an additional 90 
days for review and comments on the proposed F2014 Zoning Regulation Review (ZRR). 

Why: The zoning rewrite is complex and lengthy, touching on numerous issues from home subdivisions and
development to parking and cross-walks. The update requires research and input from ANCs, local residents
and business owners. At this time our neighborhood has not even been advised which residential flat zone 
will be applicable here – RF1? RF4? – the draft regulations do not say. More information is needed before 
informed advice can be prepared by this commission.

Resolution passed, 4 to 0.
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Support Historic Mount Pleasant testimony to the DC Zoning Commission

[8:47 pm] Adam introduced the following resolution:

Resolved: ANC1D supports testimony submitted by Historic Mount Pleasant submitted before the DC 
Zoning Commission on Nov, 7th 2013 - Submitted in Case No. 08-06A regarding Draft Proposed Text, Title
11, Subtitle E (Residential Flats). ANC 1D calls for (1) the removal of Chapter 6 from Subtitle E; (2) 
maintenance of current lot occupancy maximums for different kinds of housing; and (3) setting those 
maximums by building type and not the number of units. Specifically, remove the conversion bonus, oppose
assigning uniform lot occupancy of 60% to all residential structures in row house districts and put a stop to 
matter of right conversions of single or two-family homes to multi-family dwellings in row house zones. 

Why:  Mount Pleasant as a designated DC historic district, has suffered greatly under the R-4 designation 
and matter-of-right conversions of row houses to condominiums of 3 or more units. Continuation of this 
authority – found in Chapter 6 of Subtitle E in its current form will ensure the accelerated loss of remaining 
single family homes in Mount Pleasant.  The rapid growth of  subdivisions puts a strain on daily quality of 
life with issues such as available parking. It may eventually erode the cultural, demographic and economic 
diversity of the neighborhood including the loss of families and support for local schools.   

Yasmin moved that this resolution be tabled until the next meeting. Motion to table passed, 3 to 0. 
(Commissioners voting “yes” not identified.)

Adopt Alternative 4 for Broad Branch Road

[9:00 pm] Jack offered the following resolution:

Resolved, that ANC1D advises the District Department of Transportation to adopt Alternative 4 for the 
rehabilitation of Broad Branch Road.

Why:  Though not immediately adjacent to Mount Pleasant, Broad Branch Road is significant for Mount 
Pleasant residents, not only as an occasional automobile route into upper Northwest, but as a potential 
extension of the Rock Creek Park bike path. The RCP bike path passes directly alongside Mount Pleasant, 
and is commonly used by Mount Pleasant residents for recreation and for commuting.

Currently the RCP bike path terminates at Broad Branch Road. Broad Branch is notoriously dangerous for 
bicyclists, being narrow and winding, and consequently cannot be recommended for use by Mount Pleasant 
bicyclists. The RCP bike path end at Broad Branch is effectively the end of the road for bicyclists. Three of 
the four Alternatives proposed for Broad Branch would leave that road as bicyclist-hostile as it is today, 
preventing its use by Mount Pleasant bicyclists for either recreation or transport. Only Alternative 4 would 
permit its safe use by bicyclists.

Alternative 4 would allow Broad Branch Road to serve as a 1.5-mile extension of the existing Rock Creek 
Park bicycle path. Aside from the value of this extension for pleasure bicycling through an exceptionally 
attractive portion of Rock Creek Park, the extension would serve as a bicyclist feeder route into the RCP 
bike path, promoting bicycle commuting by many residents of Cleveland Park and Chevy Chase, giving 
them a safe route to the RCP bike path and downtown DC.

At this point, the commission was compelled to leave due to the closing of the library. 

Adjournment

[9:02 pm] The meeting was adjourned at 9:02 pm.
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