
Minutes of the May 22, 2012 meeting of Advisory Neighborhood Commission 
1-D
These minutes accepted at the June __, 2012 meeting.

Call to order
[7:12 pm] Vice Chair Wilson Phelan called the special May 22 meeting of ANC1D to order at 7:12 pm. 
Five commissioners were present: Laura, Gregg, Jack, Yasmin, and China, constituting a quorum. Julian 
Gonzalez of HearSay Interpreting provided simultaneous English-to-Spanish interpretation. 

Public Discussion
[7:12 pm] The meeting proceeded with the public discussion period. 

Permit Mount Pleasant Class A licensees to apply for exceptions to the single 
sales ban (China)

[7:21 pm] China introduced this resolution:

RESOLVED, that ANC 1D advises the Council of the District of Columbia to amend the 
Consolidated Mt. Pleasant, Ward 2, and Ward 6, Single Sales Moratorium Act of 2008 (D.C. 
Law 17-287; D.C. Official Code § 25-344) to provide licensees in Mt. Pleasant the same 
right as licensees in Wards 2 and 6, to apply to the Alcoholic Beverage Control Board for an 
exception to the single sales moratorium.  The amendment should incorporate into the 
Mount Pleasant ban the text that is currently applicable to Ward 2.

 Why: Unlike Wards 2 and 6, the ban in Mount Pleasant does not allow a licensee to seek an 
exception to sell products that would not offend the spirit of the ban.  There is a need for 
consistency with Wards 2 and 6 so that: (1) Mount Pleasant residents seeking specialty 
products can purchase them locally; and (2) Specialty small businesses in Mount Pleasant 
can compete more effectively in the marketplace.

1.  With this amendment, Mount Pleasant residents who currently shop for specialty items, 
such as craft beer, in other neighborhoods will now have the opportunity to patronize their 
neighborhood small businesses.  This resolution is therefore consistent with a goal of the 
Mount Pleasant Street Commercial Revitalization Strategy “to capture more of the 
neighborhood customer base in order to strengthen existing small businesses.”

ANC 1D: Minutes of the May 22, 2012 meeting, p. 1 of  4

Yasmin Romero-Castillo, 1D01
yasminkiki@yahoo.com

Mount Pleasant Advisory 
Neighborhood Commission

Gregg Edwards, 1D04
aaraeg@gmail.com

Laura Wilson Phelan, 1D02
Vice chair 

laurawilsonphelan@gmail.com

China Terrell, 1D05
china@chinaterrell.com

Jack McKay, 1D03
Secretary and Treasurer
jack.mckay@verizon.net

1380 Monroe St NW, #117, Washington DC 20010
Tel:  234-6646  Web:  www.anc1d.org

e-mail: anc1d@googlegroups.com

Angelia D. Scott, 1D06
Chair

glorystorm55@yahoo.com



2. ANC 1D further recognizes that to keep specialty, upscale stores in Mt Pleasant, it must 
work to create an enabling policy environment for them.  Creating the opportunity for this 
exception does so, while continuing to support the safety and vibrancy of the neighborhood. 
The exception as currently drafted for Wards 2 and 6 includes ample safeguards to assure 
that an exception would not harm the neighborhood.

Passed by 5 to 0 vote.

ANCs can subsume ABC protests with their own VA
[7:31 pm] Gregg introduced this resolution:

 ANC1D resolves to strongly advise the DC Council to adopt item # 20 of the Final 
Recommendations of ABC Working Group, dated May 3, 2012, as copied below in its 
entirety as an appendix.

Appendix - # 20 of the Final Recommendations of ABC Working Group, dated May 3, 2012

1.     Protest Qualification and Process

The ABC Working Group agreed on language below defining the circumstances under 
which a group of five individuals may qualify to protest a pending license. 

A.    Sec. 25- 601(2)   “a group of no fewer than five (5) residents or property owners of the 
District residing or owning property within a 400 foot radius of the establishment to be 
licensed;…”

The ABC Working Group agreed on language below ensuring that notice be given both to 
the membership of a neighborhood association and to the applicant for a license—if the 
citizen’s association is voting on a resolution regarding a pending license.  The language 
below also addresses the circumstance under which a group of five citizens and the ANC 
both protest a pending license.  Language below at (a) and (b) was adopted by the Working 
Group.  Subsection (c) was adopted in concept, but language not drafted.

B.     Sec. 25-601(3)

(a) “A resolution concerning the license application has been duly approved in accordance 
with the association’s articles of incorporation or bylaws at a duly called meeting with notice 
of the meeting being given to the voting body and the applicant at least seven (7) days before 
the date of the meeting.

(b) The applicant has been offered an opportunity to address the voting body concerning the 
application.

A protest of a license application, taken by an ANC, will subsume other protests by one (or 
more) groups of five, of the same license, once the ANC has signed an agreement.  The 
group of five protest(s) is (are) extinguished at such time, and only at such time, as a 
voluntary agreement is signed.  The ANC will be the signatory on the agreement.

Passed by 4 to 1 vote. Voting “yes”: Gregg, Laura, China, Yasmin. Voting “no”: Jack.

Statement by Yasmin Romero-Castillo
[8:02 pm] Yasmin read the following statement into the record:

“Although I do not feel that I have any sort of a conflict of interest, I hear that other people think that I 
do. Therefore, to be sure that the ANC's vote on this property is not jeopardized, I will not participate in 
the discussion and I will not vote on it.”
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After reading this statement, Yasmin left the meeting. The remaining commissioners, Jack, Laura, 
Gregg, and China, constituting a quorum, continued the meeting.

Rescission of previous resolutions
[8:06 pm] Laura moved that three resolutions passed at the May 22 meeting, concerning (1) support of 
application for tax credits for 3145 Mount Pleasant Street,  (2) designation of 3145 Mount Pleasant 
Street as blighted, and (3) authorization of a letter to DHCD supporting that application, be rescinded. 
Motion passed, 4 to 0.

These three resolutions were then taken up for reconsideration.

Approve application for Low Income Housing Tax Credits for 3145 Mount 
Pleasant Street

[8:10 pm] Jack moved this resolution:

Resolved, that ANC1D advises the DC Department of Housing and Community 
Development (DHCD) to approve the application for Federal 9% Low Income Housing Tax 
Credits being submitted on or before May 30, 2012 by the National Housing 
Trust/Enterprise Preservation Corporation and the 3145 Mount Pleasant Street Tenants' 
Association, Inc. to provide financing for the redevelopment of affordable housing to be 
called the Monseñor Romero Apartments.

Why:  This building was destroyed by the largest fire in the District in the past 30 years, 
which displaced many longstanding members of the Mount Pleasant community. They have 
been working diligently over the past four years to acquire the building and to return it to 
affordable housing. With a DHCD acquisition loan, the Tenants' Association acquired the 
building in 2010, selected an affordable-housing development partner (who recently 
redeveloped the St. Denis Apartments as greatly needed affordable housing less than one 
block away), and now are being provided their first opportunity to apply for the tax-credit 
financing necessary to rebuild the property with rents that the displaced low-income 
residents can afford.

This provides the best opportunity to restore this critical property at the center of our 
neighborhood to productive use, which will improve the community for both residents and 
businesses.

Passed by 3 to 0 vote, with one abstention. Voting “yes”: China, Laura, Jack. Abstaining: Gregg.

Do not designate 3145 Mount Pleasant Street as blighted, or vacant
[8:11 pm-] Gregg moved this resolution:

Resolved, that ANC1D advises the DC Department of Consumer and Regulatory Affairs 
(DCRA), and the DC Office of Tax and Revenue (OTR), not to designate as "blighted" the 
property located at 3145 Mount Pleasant Street, NW; and advises the DC Department of 
Consumer and Regulatory Affairs to exempt 3145 Mount Pleasant Street, NW, the apartment 
building formerly known as the Deauville, from the vacant building registration 
requirements of the D.C. Official Code 42-3131, and specifically to remove it and exempt it 
from the vacant building lists compiled pursuant to D.C. Official Code 42-3131.16 and 42-
3131.16a.

Why: Removing the "blight" designation and approving the exemption from the vacant-
building registration requirements will allow the current plans for restoration and rebuilding 
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to proceed. The heavy tax increase on the property would only prolong the time that the 
building remains in its current condition.

As this ANC stated in its resolution of November, 2010, "the surcharge does not serve the 
intent of the law to discourage owners from holding land vacant for speculation. Indeed, in 
this case the surcharge goes against public policy, and the explicit intent of the Mayor and 
DC Council to transfer buildings to the ownership of residents."

ANC1D recognizes that this property has lain vacant for a long time, ever since the 
Deauville Apartments were destroyed by a massive fire of March, 2008. This is not due to 
lack of effort for its reconstruction, but to the difficulties in arranging funding for a large 
project, in a very challenging fiscal environment. 

Passed by 4 to 0 vote.

Authorizing letter to DHCD
[8:11 pm] Gregg offered this resolution:

Resolved, that ANC1D instructs the Secretary to prepare a letter to the Department of 
Housing and Community Development, advising DHCD of our unconditional support for the 
allocation of tax credits to the National Housing Trust/Enterprise Preservation Corporation, 
and the 3145 Mount Pleasant Street Tenants' Association, for the redevelopment of 
affordable housing on that site, as indicated by the resolution passed by this ANC on May 
15, 2012. Furthermore, ANC1D requests that Councilmember Jim Graham be a co-signer of 
this letter.

Passed by 3 to 0 vote, with one abstention. Voting “yes”: China, Laura, Jack. Abstaining: Gregg.

Adjournment
At 8:12 pm, the meeting was adjourned. 
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