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Minutes of the May 21, 2013 meeting of Advisory Neighborhood Commission 1-D

These minutes accepted at the June 18, 2013 meeting.

Call to order

[7:08 pm] Chair Terrell called the May meeting of ANC1D to order at 7:08 pm. Four commissioners were 
present: Adam Hoey, Phil Greiner, Jack McKay, and China Terrell, constituting a quorum. Julian Gonzalez 
of HearSay Interpreting provided simultaneous English-to-Spanish interpretation. 

Public discussion

[7:09 pm] An initial public discussion period followed. 

Chair's report

[7:15 pm] China provided a chair's report. Commissioner Romero-Latin arrived at 7:17 pm.

Public discussion: Meridian Hill Baptist status

[7:18 pm] Will Lansing, of Valor Development, LLC, presented a report on the status of the development of the 
Meridian Hill Baptist Church, 3146 16th Street, into condominiums.

Public discussion: La Voz del Barrio proposal

[7:41 pm] Arturo Griffiths presented a proposal for the development of the public space on Kenyon Street, 
adjacent to the 7-11.

Public discussion: Adams Mill Road work status

[7:51 pm] Members of the resident teams working with DDOT on the Adams Mill Road project reported the 
status of that work.

Public discussion: Don Juan's sidewalk cafe extension

[8:13 pm] Alberto Ferrufino described his proposal for adding sidewalk cafe tables on the 17th Street side of his 
restaurant.
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Public discussion: Oakwood Terrace development

[8:20 pm] Carmel Greer presented her design for the development of three vacant lots on Oakwood Terrace.

Concerning Oakwood Terrace and 17th Street, NW, subdivision of vacant lot and 
construction of three rowhouses

[9:55 pm] Adam introduced this resolution:

RESOLVED:  ANC 1D advises the Historic Preservation Review Board (HPRB) to consider design 
concerns to be submitted by a group of residents living in Ward 1D, SMD's 01, 02, and 03 related to a 
development project at 17th and Oakwood Terrace submitted by the applicant, owner and architect Carmel 
Greer.  

The ANC advises the HPRB to consider these concerns at its next official board meeting when the owner 
seeks re-approval, and that it provide a detailed review and report of the evaluation and recommendations, 
including with respect to each of the design principles of buildings, in view of those concerns. This includes 
an explanation of the geographic area and level of granularity used to determine if an application for new 
construction meets design and consistency standards in a historic DC neighborhood as well as examples of 
compatible structures among neighboring residences on this street and in the historic district and date of 
construction.  

WHY:  Groups of residents across SMD's 01, 02 and 03 (especially along Newton Street, Oakwood Terrace 
and 17th Street)  are very concerned that the proposed design and setback are not consistent with the design 
of other houses on the historic block and will cause negative impacts to the streetscape and quality of life. 
The review and approval issued by the HPRB on Dec 16th, 2010 has expired after 2 years and the owner is 
seeking new approval. Residents unaware of the project or the HPRB evaluation in 2010 did not have an 
opportunity to review the plan and express their concerns to the board.  

Passed by 5 to 0 vote.

[This was followed by 6 minutes of disruption as people left the meeting, noisily.]

Public Space permit for Don Juan's Restaurant

[10:09 pm] Phil introduced this resolution:

Resolved, that ANC1D advises the Public Space Committee to approve the application by Don Juan's 
Restaurant for an expansion of the sidewalk cafe into the public space abutting 17th Street.

Why: ANC1D believes that the proposed use of public space meets the sidewalk cafe criteria of DCMR 24, 
305.5:

(1) the public currently makes no use of this bit of land, which is fenced-in lawn;

(2) the increase in the number of sidewalk cafe tables will presumably lead to more patronage, and hence, 
more sales-tax revenue for the District;

(3) the use of the area as “picnic grounds” will be a public gain over the current fenced-off disuse; and

(4) the use of this area as sidewalk cafe will not be harmful to the residents across the street.

The last condition is most significant, as the west side of this street is zoned R-4, residential, whereas the 
restaurant's block is zoned C-2-A, commercial. Noise from the people using this area could be troublesome 
for these nearby residents. ANC1D has inquired, and, while concerns have been expressed by some 
residents about possible late-night noise, the proprietor of the restaurant has a long history of taking care to 
prevent disturbance to his 17th Street neighbors. ANC1D is confident that Mr Ferrufino will continue that 
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policy, and will take care to prevent any late-night noise from this expansion of his sidewalk cafe.

Passed by 5 to 0 vote.

Exploring opportunity for community gathering park space on the northwest 
corner of Mount Pleasant Street and Kenyon Street

[10:24 pm] China introduced this resolution:

RESOLVED, ANC 1D advises the District Department of Transportation (DDOT) to work with ANC1D in 
exploring the feasibility of allowing community use of the public space at the northwest corner of Mount 
Pleasant Street and Kenyon Street (adjacent to the 7-11 store).  The ANC1D would like to know what 
additional information or assurances are needed to permit:

·   A community-developed architectural redesign of the space;

·   Permanent benches and tables on the space;

·   Small community gatherings, for readings or music, for example; and

·   Community adoption of the space by local neighborhood community groups or ANC 1D. 

Conceptually, ANC 1D is supportive of making the public space available for the community to use.  At this 
point, ANC 1D's objective is to partner with DDOT and the community to understand how this can be 
achieved in a manner beneficial for the community.

Why:  A neighborhood community group, La Voz del Barrio is interested in opening the space for the entire 
community to use.  They would like to vet with the community their ideas for how community members 
could use the space and a detailed architectural plan that they have prepared. 

Opening the space for community use offers two advantages.  The first is positive use of green space that is 
currently inaccessible to Mount Pleasant residents.  The second is that opening the space will clear the 
sidewalk for passers by, leading to a reduction in loitering and complaints from residents who sometimes 
feel their path is impeded by folks gathering on the sidewalk in front of the 7-11 store.

Passed by 4 to 1 vote (China, Adam, Phil, and Yasmin “yes”, Jack “no”).

ANC1D advises DDOT approval of certain team recommendations for Adams 
Mill Road/Harvard Triangle construction project

[10:34 pm] China introduced this resolution:

RESOLVED, that ANC 1D advises that DDOT accept the below listed recommendations from the ANC-
organized community teams that have been collaborating with DDOT since April 13, 2013, on the Adams 
Mill Road/Harvard Triangle construction project.

 ANC 1D advises that the collaboration with DDOT continue throughout the duration of the construction, as 
it has been very beneficial thus far in ensuring community input.  Additional recommendations will follow 
as other issues under discussion ripen or otherwise arise.

MASONRY:

1. Median retaining wall: 

a. Stone types.  Carderock by Tri-State Stone.  The Irving Street retaining wall would be clad with the same 
veneer.
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b. Cut and setting styles.  Boulder or rubble style stone shape.

c. Detail of top cap.  Setting the top cap with the same type of stone as the wall – not a different stone and 
that the top retain the rough-cut quality as the wall so that there is a uniform appearance.

d. Mortar joint style:  Raised, “rope style” mortar joint that is used on the existing walls on AMR and 
recommend one unified mortar color.

e. Concrete color.  The concrete curb at the base of the wall should be integrally colored to match the 
selected stone.

2. Railing on the park side of the road (southbound)

a. Recommend W-beam Corten Steel option for the guardrail adjacent to RCP in order to continue the 
guardrail style further north on AMR. 

3. Retaining wall at AMR sidewalk level

a. Notwithstanding concerns about soil falling onto the sidewalk, DDOT’s analysis and commitment to 
monitor the situation and remedy problems caused by the construction are accepted.

4. Crash Barrier details at ends of wall

a. The alternate proposal from DDOT for the crash barrier that utilizes solid blocks rather that the W rail is 
accepted.  Where the barrier is not required to have reflective/yellow signal device, the blocks should be 
painted in color to match the stone/tinted concrete of the main wall.

b. The same barrier should be used at both ends of the wall. 

Outstanding issues under discussion with DDOT include mortar color, and handrails and guard rails, 
including rectangular guardrail (identical to Beach Drive at Tilden) along curb on Irving as still outstanding.

PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION:

The recommendation is to make no change to the current bus stop location for the following reasons:

1.     Because ridership is so low and this bus runs only every 20 to 40 minutes depending on the time of 
day, its stops will be too infrequent to create a concern for drivers.

2.     To the extent that the bus does stop during rush hour, cars are likely to already be waiting behind traffic 
in any event.

3.     It is ideal to maintain as much green  space as possible around the intersection, so loss of green space 
due to curb cut out for the bus is not favored.

4. Neither moving the bus further north closer to the intersection nor creating the curb cut-out would 
actually allow a car to pass.

Why:  Given the history on the project, the ANC is taking the step of formally adopting community team 
recommendations.  This step ensures integrity of process as well as a properly noticed public vetting of the 
recommendations.  Significantly, this step also ensures that the recommendations will be entitled to great 
weight under DC law.

Passed, 5 to 0.
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ANC Monthly Public Meetings to be held at the Mount Pleasant Library

[10:42 pm] Adam introduced a modification of his earlier resolution:

Resolved:  ANC 1D will move its monthly public business meetings to the Mount Pleasant Library's large 
meeting space starting in October 2013 when DCPL starts its Tuesday evening hours.  DCPL will reserve 
the space for the ANC for the remainder of 2013 and into 2014. The ANC will request an additional 
Tuesday evening slot to be reserved for emergency use each month and do its best to give 7 days notice to 
DCPL. 

Meeting equipment belonging to ANC 1D will be kept in secure storage located in the library large meeting 
room with keys supplied to all active ANC commissioners and the library director. The ANC will continue 
to pay La Casa for the ability to schedule ad hoc meetings.  This will provide flexibility and the possibility 
of a meeting moved due to a holiday, special event or a commissioner schedule conflict. 

Why:  The Mount Pleasant Library (MPL) renovations were completed in September 2012. The renovation 
includes a new meeting space which comfortably holds 100 people, has new full audio-visual support, 
Internet WiFi, private key locked storage, convenient access for senior citizens and the disabled and is free 
to the ANC. All commissioners were invited to inspect the meeting room in 2013. The facility and its 
equipment including items belonging to ANC1D such as audio mixer, mics and projector have been tested 
and confirmed functional by multiple ANC1D commissioners. Commissioner evening schedules have also 
been taken into consideration by waiting for the Tuesday availability.  Monday and Wednesday are also 
backup options. DCPL will allow ANC1D to extend the closing time by 1 hour if required. The library is 
conveniently located 1 block from the center of Mount Pleasant St. on Lamont St. DCPL has been 
extremely cooperative with our ANC the past few months allowing us to  host special meetings (during on 
and off hours) with large resident and stakeholder attendance. 

The new MPL site is more modern and provides a number of significant advantages:

1. Updated facility, furniture and equipment (audio, video, Internet WiFi) improves overall usability, 
communication and comfort

2. The large meeting room holds 100 people so during busy meetings, guests no longer have to stand 
without chairs or in the lobby

3. Central storage of ANC equipment improves flexibility of use, care and reduces the fatigue of transport

4. Mount Pleasant takes full advantage of this new resource and the tax dollars spent in Mount Pleasant

5. Holding ANC meetings at the library helps promote DCPL services and Internet resources to our 
community.

Passed by 3 to 2 vote (China, Adam, and Phil voting, “yes”, Yasmin and Jack, “no”).

Secretary’s report

[11:02 pm] Jack asked if there were corrections to the minutes of the April 16 2013 meeting. No corrections 
were offered, and the minutes were declared accepted.

Treasurer’s report

[11:02 pm] Phil noted routine expenses for which checks had been prepared:  Checks to Tony Grillo, $50, 
postering for May meeting; HearSay Interpreting, $100, interpreting at the May meeting. Also, 
reimbursement to Jack, $38.48, for the replacement wireless mouse and keyboard. Approval of additional 
$25 to the Community of Christ for La Casa rental, for the May 9 meeting. No concerns or objections to 
these expenditures were expressed by the commissioners.
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China moved that the interpreter be paid $50/hour, including time exceeding the nominal two hours. Passed 5 to 
0.

Policy for ANC letters for the use of Lamont Park

[11:08 pm] China introduced this resolution, left as “unfinished business” from the prior meeting:

That ANC 1D will use the following process for granting support letters for use of Lamont Park (China)

1. Any applicant seeking a support letter for use of Lamont Park must email a request for the support letter 
and a description of the proposed event to the Secretary of ANC 1D. The applicant must include in the 
description assurances that the event will not unduly disturb the neighbors due to noise, music volume, 
traffic, parking burdens, or otherwise, as reasonably determined by DPR in accordance with DCMR 4.15.1.

2. An example of an appropriate applicant request follows:

“Setup and Cleanup

“The program will run from 12:00 pm to 8:00 pm. Lamont Plaza will be reserved from 10:00 am to 9:00 
pm to allow for setup and cleanup.  Applicant will be responsible for leaving the space in the clean 
condition we found it.” [The times given here are merely for example.]

 “Sound

“The event will feature musical performances. To ensure that area residents are not inconvenienced, we will  
monitor decibel levels and maintain them at a maximum of 78 dB as measured on the sidewalk in front of 
3200 17th St NW.” [78 dB is the maximum allowed sound level.]

3. Upon the Secretary’s receipt of the applicant’s request, the Secretary will promptly forward the request to 
all ANC 1D commissioners. The Secretary will ask whether there are any objections to the release of an 
ANC letter of support. If no one objects within three days, the letter of support will be released on official 
ANC 1D letterhead. 

4. Additional conditions for a permit may be imposed only with the consent of the commission. 

5. Applicants do not need to attend an ANC meeting to request use of Lamont Park. Nor does the 
Commission need to address the request at an ANC meeting, unless a commissioner objects, in which case 
the Secretary will escalate the support letter to a vote by the Commission.

WHY: This policy supports timely delivery of support letters to applicants.  It recognizes that frequently 
there is not enough calendar time to bring each matter to vote by the Commission, particularly if the next 
ANC meeting is not for several weeks.

Passed by 4 to 0 to 1 vote (China, Adam, Jack, and Phil voting, “yes”, Yasmin abstaining).

Adjournment

[11:20 pm] The meeting was adjourned at 11:20 pm.
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