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Minutes of the May 17, 2011 meeting of Advisory Neighborhood Commission 
1-D 

These minutes accepted at the June 21, 2011 meeting. 

Call to order 

[7:43 pm] Chair Edwards called the meeting to order at 7:43 pm. Attending were five of the six 
commissioners: Yasmin, Jack, Gregg, Laura, and Stormy. 

Public discussion 

[7:45 pm] A number of residents, and a representative of an organization, “ourDC”, spoke. The 
“OurDC” representative asked for an endorsement by the ANC of that organization’s campaign. 

Request for letter of support: The 2011 Mount Pleasant Music Fest 

[7:55 pm] During the public discussion period, Adam Hoey of Main Street Mount Pleasant requested a 
letter of support for an event in Lamont Park. Jack suggested that commission deal immediately with 
this matter: 

Resolved, the commission authorizes the secretary to provide a letter of support to DPR for 
the 2011 Mount Pleasant Music Fest, scheduled for June 11, 2011, 2:00 to 7:30 pm, with 
rain date June 12, sponsored by Main Street Mount Pleasant and the Mount Pleasant 
Business Association. The letter shall include the standard provisions concerning sound 
levels imposed on the nearby neighbors, and post-event cleanup. 

Passed, 5 to 0. 

Secretary’s report 

[7:57 pm] Jack asked if there were any corrections to be made to the minutes of the April 19 meeting. 
No corrections being offered, the minutes were declared accepted. 

Treasurer’s report 

[7:57 pm] Jack reported that the missing allotment for the third quarter of FY09 had been received. The 
Q4FY10 report has been accepted by the auditor, and our next allotment released, with no 
disallowances.  
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Jack asked if there was any objection to making the following payment: $100 to Tony Grillo for 
postering. No objections. 

La Casa keys 

[8:02 pm] Stormy asked about keys to La Casa. Jack agreed to obtain a front-door key for her. 

Meeting notes/agenda 

[8:05 pm] Yasmin asked about printed copies of the “open agenda” notes for each meeting. Jack 
reported that the practice has been to provide one copy to Stormy or Gregg, whoever was chairing the 
meeting, and one for the interpreter, and any other commissioner who wanted a copy could print his or 
her own prior to the meeting. Laura proposed that all the commissioners be provided with copies, and 
that abbreviated agendas be made available to persons attending the meeting. Jack noted the problem of 
last-minute changes to the agenda. Stormy suggested that the agenda be printed out as of two days 
before a meeting, and that, should there be any later contributions by commissioners, those 
commissioners should provide printed copies. This policy was agreed to, with the proviso that Jack may 
be reimbursed at a rate of 10 cents per page for this printing. 

June meetings 

[8:15 pm] Topics for the June 7 informal meeting were named: the Mount Pleasant Library, and Fiesta 
DC. 

Make Park Road the Ward One – Ward Four boundary through Rock Creek 
Park 

[8:21 pm] Jack offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, that ANC1D advises the Council of the District to modify the northwest boundary 
of Ward One to make Park Road, through Rock Creek Park, the boundary between Wards 
One and Four. 

Why:   

(1) Park Road is a Ward One arterial, but lies in Ward Four 

Currently Piney Branch Parkway is the boundary between Wards One and Four, extending 
from 16th Street to Beach Drive. This places Park Road, from the point where it crosses 
Piney Branch to Beach Drive, in Ward Four. But Park Road is a key Mount Pleasant and 
Ward One arterial, beginning at the Washington Hospital Center and ending where Park 
Road, upon crossing Beach Drive, becomes Tilden Street in Ward Three. The road has no 
direct road connections to any Ward Four residential areas, and it is an anomaly to have one 
short segment of it, three-quarters of a mile from the edge of Mount Pleasant to Beach Drive, 
under the jurisdiction of Ward Four. 

(2) District agencies ignore Ward One representatives in making Park Road decisions 

The jurisdictional switch has complicated matters in the past, as the District Department of 
Transportation, and other District agencies, feel that they need consult only with the Ward 
Four Councilmember and Advisory Neighborhood Commissions concerning work on or 
revisions to that portion of Park Road, even though any such work has far greater 
consequences for Ward One residents than for anyone in Ward Four. On Park Road itself, 
within Mount Pleasant, there are over a thousand residents, whereas there is exactly one 
Ward Four residence on the entire length of Park Road. It is not reasonable for those 
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thousand Ward One residents to have no say in 
dealings concerning the portion of Park Road in 
Rock Creek Park, while residents of Ward Four, 
practically none resident on Park Road, are alone 
given jurisdiction. If our ANC wishes to offer 
advice concerning Park Road beyond the Piney 
Branch crossover (there is no intersection), 
District agencies decline our advice and insist on 
consulting only with Ward Four commissions, 
despite the absence of any connection between 
Ward Four residential areas and Park Road. 

(3) Census Tract 26 violates the “compact and 
contiguous” requirement 

This anomalous situation comes about because of the peculiar structure of Census Tract 26, 
and the meandering course of Rock Creek. As the chart of census tracts shows, Tract 26 
includes a bizarre “finger” separating Tract 27.01 (Mount Pleasant, north) from Tract 13.02 
(Cleveland Park, Ward Three). This land consists of uninhabited woodland, Beach Drive, 
and the east bank of Rock Creek. There are no residences in Tract 26 south of Park Road, 
and one could just as readily have made Park Road the southern boundary of Tract 26, as 
have created this odd projection to the south. 

The DC Code calls for the wards to “conform to the greatest extent possible with the 
boundaries of the census tracts”. But a consequence of the peculiar shape of Tract 26 is to 
violate the requirement that the wards be “compact and contiguous”, the “finger” of Tract 26 
causing a wholly unnecessary gap between Wards One and Three, as well as intrinsically 
violating the “compact” criterion for Ward Four. This is an unnecessary extension of Ward 
Four, and can be eliminated without contradicting the sense of the census tract boundary 
requirement, because there are, and can never be, residences in this area, which is entirely 
within Rock Creek National Park.  

(4) Homeless persons resident in this part of Rock Creek Park are de facto Mount 
Pleasant/Ward One residents 

Until recently there was one resident of this parkland south of Park Road, a homeless man, 
one Bruce Fields, well known in Mount 
Pleasant, as he walked through the 
neighborhood regularly on his way to a church 
providing meals for the homeless. That argues 
also that this area should be considered part of 
Mount Pleasant, and part of Ward One, not of 
Ward Four. (Mr Fields died suddenly in 
March, 2010. A remarkable number of Mount 
Pleasant residents, caring about this homeless 
resident of our neighborhood, were saddened 
to hear of his untimely death.) 

(5) The odd shape that results is due to the 
course of Rock Creek 

Councilmember Evans noted that this revision 
to the Ward One boundary itself creates an odd 
shape projecting to the northwest, apparently 
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violating the “compact and contiguous” criterion. But this odd shape is brought about by the 
meandering route of Rock Creek, which causes Ward Three to project to the east. That’s a 
consequence of natural geography, and so is not really a violation of the “compact and 
contiguous” clause. If Rock Creek flowed in a straight line, there wouldn’t be this narrow 
point in the extension, where Beach Drive (following the course of Rock Creek) happens to 
converge with Park Road. 

(6) Policing is also confused by the current boundaries 

Metropolitan Police District Three currently ends at the 
Ward One boundary, at the Park Road overpass over Piney 
Branch Parkway. District Two begins at Beach Drive, where 
Park Road becomes Tilden Street. The portion of Park Road 
between the Piney Branch overpass and Beach Drive is 
anomalous, apparently lying in 4D, but with no road 
connections to any Fourth District roads. Who patrols this 
road? Who responds to calls on it? This ambiguity would be 
cleared up if the road were the Ward One-Ward Four 
boundary, and 3D followed it to Beach Drive and the 
beginning of 2D. 

Passed, 5 to 0. 

 Ward Zoning Hearing advice 

[8:22 pm] Gregg introduced this resolution: 

Resolved, ANC 1D advises the DC Council to make amendments to the 2011 Ward 
Redistricting to implement the following points. 

1. There can be at least one, and better two, ANCs with majority Latino population.  
Similarly, other minority groups or demographic clustering should be respected so that local 
social and political functioning can mature and not be scrambled every decade. And, any 
relatively contingent demographic sector can have a chance for electing a representative 
council-member or for being influential in petitioning its interests. 

2. Draw boundaries that respect social realities rather than conveniences of mapping. So, the 
neighbors on both sides of a street should be in the same ward. 

3. Draw boundaries that respect neighborhood integrity. So, neighborhood areas can remain 
stable even when ward boundaries shift. Three ANCs are now split between wards without 
major problems. However, neighborhoods with strongly different interests but contingent 
geography are better assigned to different political districts so that they don't neutralize each 
other.  (Wikipedia reports there are about 130 neighborhoods in DC. Many are composites of 
strongly divergent demographics where differences should be respected.) 

4. Zoning types, including strong differences in density, usually result in contrasting social 
interests. For example, the area around Ward One is north of the central concentration of 
office buildings, and south and east of areas of semi-detached housing. Similarly, Mid-Town 
(roughly the traditional Ward One) has functioned as an integrated social unit for over a 
century. Its area is set by strongly different types of buildings: the area north of Florida 
Avenue, south of Spring Road and the McMillan plan boundary for a 'green necklace' of 
small parks, east of Rock Creek Park, and west of the Washington Hospital Center and the 
old Corp of Engineers water facility. 
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Passed by 2 to 1 vote with two abstentions; Yasmin, Gregg voting “yes”, Jack voting “no”, Laura and 
Stormy abstaining. 

Adjournment 

[8:54 pm] Jack moved adjournment. Passed, 5 to 0. 

Reconvening 

[8:55 pm] The commission agreed to reconvene to consider a motion by Yasmin. 

OurDC support 

[8:55 pm] Yasmin introduced the following resolution: 

ANC1D advises the DC Government to investigate and support the principles stated in the 
“ThisIsOurDC” flyer. 

Jack moves to table this motion until the informal meeting on June 7. Motion to table passed, 5 to 0. 

Adjournment 

[9:04 pm] Jack moved adjournment. Passed, 5 to 0. 
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