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Minutes of the March 24, 2015 meeting of Advisory Neighborhood Commission 
1-D

These minutes accepted at the April 21, 2015 meeting.

Call to order

[7:01 pm] Chair Franko Agbro called the meeting to order at 7:01 pm. Present were all five commissioners: 
Adam Hoey, Frank Agbro, Rosa Rivas, Arturo Griffiths, and Jack McKay. 

Public discussion

[7:02 pm] The meeting was opened to public discussion.

Secretary’s report

[7:37 pm] Jack asked if there were any corrections to be offered to the February 2015 minutes. None being 
offered, the minutes were deemed accepted.

Treasurer’s report

[7:38 pm] Jack reported that the Q4FY2014 quarterly report was accepted by the auditor, with zero deductions. 
The corresponding quarterly allotment of $2947.65 was deposited to the ANC account on March 16. 

Jack noted the following routine expenditures: Checks to Tony Grillo, $50, postering for the March meeting; 
HearSay Interpreting, $100, and Jazmin Rumbaut, $100, interpreting at the March meeting. No objections.

Jack request approval of the reimbursement to him for the expenditure of $397.44 for the web site, for the 
domains for five years, for hosting for two years. Reimbursement approved, voice vote.

Request commission approval of reimbursement of $1786.97 to the Mount Pleasant Business Association, for
Holiday Party purchases. The actual purchases differ slightly from those authorized at the October 2014 
meeting (totalling $2514.89).

authorized actual
 Toys $200.00 $228.96
 Paper bags (case of 250) $60.00 $35.97
 Heat Lamps (propane substituted) $519.92 $101.99
 Enclosed tent 10x20 $129.99 $105.69
 Sides for 10x10 canopies $139.98 $0.00
 Promotional postcards/scavenger hunt maps $300.00 $103.97
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 Promotional banner $165.00 $139.39
 DC City Paper Advertising $1,000.00 $1,071.00

Total $2,514.89 $1,786.97

Jack reviewed the actual purchases, for comparison with those authorized, and requested approval of 
reimbursement to the Mount Pleasant Business Association in the amount of $1786.97. Approved, voice vote.

Because these are ANC purchases, the items purchased are now ANC property. Arturo asked for a listing of 
ANC possessions, which Jack agreed to provide.

Public discussion

[7:45 pm] At this point a discussion of Farmers' Market issues resumed.

Noncitizen voting rights bill

[8:13 pm] Jack introduced the following resolution:

Resolved, that ANC1D advises the Committee on Judiciary to report favorably on the Local Resident Voting 
Rights Act of 2015, and the Council of the District to pass this bill.

Why: There is ample precedent in the United States for including noncitizen residents in local elections. In 
Mount Pleasant, about one-third of the residents are foreign-born, and a significant number of these residents 
have not obtained citizenship. Qualifying for citizenship is no small effort, and many residents lack the time 
and resources to undertake the effort. Nonetheless, residents can readily become informed about local 
elections and candidates. ANC1D knows of no good reason for denying legal noncitizen residents voting 
rights in local elections. On the contrary, including legal noncitizen residents in local elections is plainly right
and just, because they are certainly affected by the outcomes of local elections.

ANC1D undertook a demonstration of noncitizen voting in a special ANC election in 2005, inviting 
noncitizen residents to cast symbolic votes, though the District Government did not permit those votes to be 
counted towards the outcome of the election. Despite the fact that the votes would not count, a number of 
residents went to the trouble to appear at the special-election polling place, and were clearly moved by the 
invitation to participate, however symbolically. Including noncitizen residents in local elections promotes 
bonding with the community, and sends the clear message that all legal residents have a right to a voice in 
their local government, whether they are citizens or not.

Resolution approved, 5 to 0 vote.

Enforce workers' rights in Mount Pleasant

[8:18 pm] Arturo introduced the following resolution:

Resolved, that ANC1D requests that the DC Department of Employment Services (DOES) proactively 
enforce and ensure full compliance with DC laws for workers' rights, including the Earned Sick and Safe 
Leave Amendment Act of 2013, the Minimum Wage Amendment Act of 2013, and the Wage Theft Prevention
Amendment Act of 2014 in the Mt. Pleasant community.

Why:  It is important that the DC government conduct community and business forums to educate the public 
about these laws. DOES needs to work with the enforcement and regulatory agencies like DCRA, OAG, and 
OHR to create interagency collaboration in labor law enforcement. DOES needs to develop a system of 
regular sharing of data with the community regarding implementation of these laws. DOES must issue timely 
regulations for the Wage Theft Prevention Amendment Act and the Earned Sick and Save Leave Amendment 
Act.

ANC1D meeting minutes, March 24, 2015, p. 2 of 3



Jack moved the following amendment, as replacement text:

Resolved, that ANC1D advises the District Department of Employment Services (DOES) to prepare written 
materials for employers, and for employees, in Spanish and English, for distribution to the businesses and 
working people of the District. ANC1D agrees further to assist DOES in the delivery of these materials to the 
Mount Pleasant neighborhood.

Why:  Plainly the residents who work in Mount Pleasant businesses need to know the rights given them by 
the new legislation, and many of them will be somewhat difficult to reach by conventional means. Mount 
Pleasant employers also need to know the new regulations, in order to avoid inadvertently violating them and 
becoming subject to fines. ANC1D is well positioned to assist DOES in communicating the new regulations 
to both Mount Pleasant business people and to Mount Pleasant working people, in both the Spanish-speaking 
and English-speaking communities.

Amendment failed for lack of a second.

Jack moved that the resolution be tabled until the next meeting. Motion to table failed, Adam and Jack voting
“yes”, Arturo, Rosa, and Franko voting “no”.

The main motion was then passed on a 3 to 1 to 1 vote, Jack voting “no”, Adam abstaining.

Adjournment

[8:41 pm] The meeting was adjourned at 8:41 pm.
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