
Minutes of the July 17, 2012 meeting of Advisory Neighborhood Commission 
1-D

These minutes accepted at the September 18, 2012 meeting.

Call to order

[7:10 pm] Vice Chair Wilson Phelan called the July 17 meeting of ANC1D to order at 7:10 pm. Four 
commissioners were present: Laura, Gregg, Jack, and China, constituting a quorum. Julian Gonzalez of 
HearSay Interpreting provided simultaneous English-to-Spanish interpretation. 

In order to allow any commissioner to depart early, which would break quorum, the public discussion 
period was postponed until the end of the meeting, and the essential business of the evening undertaken 
immediately.

Secretary's report

[7:11 pm] Jack asked if there were any corrections to be made to the minutes of the June 19 meeting. 
There being no corrections offered, the minutes were declared accepted.

Treasurer's report 

[7:11 pm] Jack asked if there were any questions or concerns about the financial report for the third 
quarter of FY2013. There were no questions, and Gregg moved acceptance by the commission of the 
quarterly report. Approved, 4 to 0.

Stipulated license for the Radius Restaurant

[7:12 pm] Jack moved the following:

Resolved, that ANC1D has no objection to the issuance of a stipulated license to the new 
owners of the Radius Restaurant.

Passed, 4 to 0.

Photo enforcement devices in Mount Pleasant

[7:17 pm] Jack moved the following:
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Resolved, that ANC1D advises the implementation of the MPD photo enforcement program 
in Mount Pleasant, but only with the following conditions:

(1) Placement of photo enforcement devices must be only after consultation with the ANC.

(2) Proceeds from speed camera citations must not go into the District of Columbia general 
revenue funds, and may not be employed to balance the District's budget.

(3) Speed limits to be enforced with speed cameras must be validated as appropriate for the 
location, based on documented safety considerations.

(4) No additional citations may be imposed on any driver until there is written confirmation 
that a first citation has been delivered to that driver.

Why:

(1) ANC commissioners know which roads and intersections in their neighborhoods are 
most troublesome, and consequently best warrant photo enforcement devices. Furthermore, 
residents of a neighborhood ought to have some say in the placement of photo enforcement 
devices in their neighborhood.

(2) Traffic law enforcement must be about public safety, not public revenues. The legal text 
recommeded by the National Committee on Uniform Traffic Laws and Ordinances is as 
follows: “No portion of any fine collected through the use of automated traffic law system 
may be utilized as general revenue of the implementing jurisdiction. Revenue derived from 
automated traffic law enforcement shall be utilized solely to fund highway safety functions 
and projects, which may include the cost of automated enforcement programs.” 
http://www.ncutlo.org/autoenforce622.htm

(3) A speed limit is supposed to indicate “the maximum speed for a reasonable and prudent 
driver” (Transportation Research Board, Special Report 254: Managing Speed, 1998). In 
some cases there is, judging by the actual speed of motorists, a substantial discrepancy 
between the posted limit and the speeds that motorists consider “reasonable and prudent”. In 
such cases it is not sufficient for the MPD simply to assert that DDOT has set a limit, and the 
MPD is going to enforce that limit, without actually confirming that it is in fact a 
“reasonable and prudent” maximum permissible speed. In a certain case near Mount 
Pleasant, DDOT has been unable to provide any basis for a posted 30 mph limit, simply 
pointing out that that's what it is, and what it's always been, and nobody today knows why.

(4) A speeding ticket issued by a patrol officer provides an immediate warning to a motorist 
that his speed has been excessive, and will not be permitted. Tickets produced by speed 
cameras and sent to a motorist by postal mail can, however, take days to reach the motorist. 
Tickets mailed to motorists who lease their cars may never be delivered to them. It's not fair 
to motorists to let speeding citations accumulate without clear warning to the motorist of the 
problem. Speeding tickets are supposed to be about deterrence, not about maximum fine 
proceeds to the District.

Passed, 4 to 0.

Public Discussion

[7:26 pm] The meeting proceeded with the public discussion period. 

African Hair Gallery

[7:44 pm] In response to a plea for assistance from Assitou Adje, proprietor of the African Hair Gallery, 
Jack asked that he be authorized to provide a letter to the Gallery as follows:
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To whom it may concern: ANC1D asserts that the African Hair Gallery is a well-run 
business and a good neighbor, and that the complaints filed against the Gallery are, in our 
opinion, without foundation.

Passed, 2 to 0 to 2 (Jack and Gregg voting “yes”, China and Laura abstaining).

Public Discussion

[7:49 pm] The public discussion period was resumed. 

Adjournment

[7:53 pm] At 7:53 pm, the meeting was adjourned. 
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