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Minutes of the July 16, 2013 meeting of Advisory Neighborhood Commission 
1-D

These minutes accepted at the August 20, 2013 meeting.

Call to order

[7:12 pm] Vice Chair Hoey called the July meeting of ANC1D to order at 7:12 pm. Three commissioners were 
present: Adam Hoey, Phil Greiner, and Jack McKay, constituting a quorum. Erik Sejas of HearSay 
Interpreting provided simultaneous English-to-Spanish interpretation. 

Public discussion

The public discussion period followed. Resident Justin Moyer asked about the historic preservation permit 
application for his house at 1861 Newton, and the commission agreed to take up that matter immediately.

HPO permit for 1861 Newton Street

Jack introduced this resolution:

Resolved, that ANC1D advises the Historic Preservation Office to issue a permit for 1861 Newton Street.

Why: the proposed addition will be wholly hidden from the street by the row of houses. Historic Mount 
Pleasant has expressed no concerns about this project.

Passed by 3 to 0 vote.

Secretary’s report

Jack asked if there were corrections to the minutes of the June 18 2013 meeting. No corrections were offered, 
and the minutes were declared accepted.

Jack requested commission approval to spend $10 per month for Skype Premium service, needed for the Skype 
“screen sharing” dissemination of ANC meetings via the Internet. Approved, 3 to 0 vote.

Treasurer’s report

Phil asked that certain routine expenditures be approved: Tony Grillo, $50, postering for July meeting; HearSay 
Interpreting, $100, interpreting at the July meeting; HearSay, $100 for time overrun at May 21 meeting; 
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reimbursement to Jack, $10.48 for audio cable and connector; Community of Christ, $100, for four 
meetings at La Casa in April-May-June. No concerns or objections to these expenditures were expressed by 
the commissioners.

Phil then presented the quarterly report to the auditor for the third quarter of FY2013. Report approved, 3 to 0 
vote.

Meridian Hill Historic District

During the Treasurer’s report, Kim Williams of the Office of Planning arrived, to address the matter of the 
proposed Meridian Hill Historic District. Adam offered a resolution on this topic. After friendly 
amendment, the text of the resolution was:

RESOLVED, that ANC 1D advises the District of Columbia Office of Planning that it supports  the 
inclusion of two buildings in the Meridian Hill Historic District that are within the boundaries of ANC 1D: 
The Embassy Apartment Building at 1613 Harvard Street and The Kenesaw at 3060 16th Street. 

Why:  There will be no additional restrictions on The Kenesaw or The Embassy given their status in the 
Mount Pleasant Historic District.  However, the origins of those buildings will be documented and placed in 
the broader story of the development of 16th Street north of Florida, which was not done in the application 
for the Mount Pleasant Historic District.

Passed, 3 to 0 vote.

Password Access for ANC1D Website

Adam offered this resolution:

Each Commissioner who desires should have access to the passcode for the ANC1D website, with the 
opportunity to post news and updates on the landing page.

Why:  To increase convenient access to information about community events and gatherings that affect 
Mount Pleasant residents.

After some discussion, Adam moved to table the resolution. Motion to table passed, 3 to 0.

Two ANC meetings per month

Jack offered this resolution:

Resolved, that ANC1D will reinstate its former policy of two meetings a month, one meeting for public 
hearings concerning neighborhood events and issues, the second devoted to the formal conduct of ANC 
business, corresponding to the standard practice of separating “hearings” from “legislative sessions”.

The ANC hearings will provide a forum for the public discussion of neighborhood issues, facilitating dialog 
between residents and representatives of District agencies, or others with plans for change in Mount 
Pleasant, as well as with the ANC. Public attendance will be encouraged to promote wide awareness in the 
neighborhood of such matters. 

These meetings will be held at the Mount Pleasant Library, which can accommodate large audiences. While 
they may be audio-recorded, microphones and the public address system will not be used, in order to 
promote free and easy dialog between the people and the presenter. These open-discussion meetings will be 
the primary forum for “presentations” by persons wishing to address the Mount Pleasant community. Past 
practice was to schedule these meetings for the first Tuesday of each month.

The regular business meetings will focus on ANC business, including the consideration of resolutions that 
may be based on the results of the open-discussion meetings. These meetings will be formal and structured, 
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employing parliamentary procedure, microphones and the PA system, simultaneous interpretation, and 
audio recording for an official record of the proceedings. 

These meetings will be held at La Casa Community Center, as ANC business meetings have been held for 
many years. The Community Center is more centrally located, and convenient to residents and to Mount 
Pleasant business personnel, than is the Library. La Casa also offers much more flexible scheduling than 
does the Library, and does not compel the termination of meetings at any particular hour, should a meeting 
run late. Furthermore, having these meetings at La Casa keeps that facility available as a site for ANC 
emergency meetings, whereas moving the ANC business meetings to the Library would permanently 
foreclose this option. Current practice is to hold these business meetings on the third Tuesday of each 
month.

Why: The standard practice in legislative bodies is to separate hearings from legislative sessions. This 
parallels that distinction, and permits a freer, more flexible environment for the public hearings than is 
applicable during business (legislative) sessions. Such hearings can, if necessary, be dedicated to single 
topics, allowing lengthy, detailed public discussion of issues. Furthermore, dedicating hearings to single 
topics avoids requiring residents to sit through discussions unrelated to their interests while they await the 
topic of their interest.

Attempting to combine public hearings with business sessions commonly results in extremely long 
meetings, e.g., May 2013, ending at 11:20 pm, with post-meeting cleanup continuing until midnight. Aside 
from being hard on commissioners and the audience, meetings at the Library will be compelled to disband 
at a much earlier hour, forcing premature termination of ANC meetings.

Though having both meetings at the Library might be proposed, having both the “hearings” and the 
business meetings at the Library would permanently foreclose the option of having any future ANC 
meetings at La Casa. Among other things, it is impractical to haul the audio equipment, and the 
simultaneous-interpretation equipment, back and forth between the two facilities. La Casa has made it clear 
that the storage area currently used for ANC equipment at La Casa would no longer be available to us, 
should our business meetings be moved to the Library. 

Continuing the business meetings at La Casa will keep this storage space available to us, will permit 
meetings running past 9 pm if necessary, and will keep La Casa available to us for emergency meetings, 
with little competition from other users, and without the constraints of the Library's operating schedule.

Adam moved that this resolution be tabled. Motion to table passed, 3 to 0.

Broken tree box fences

Adam offered this resolution:

RESOLVED: ANC 1D advises that DDOT assist Mount Pleasant to have broken tree box fences along 
Mount Pleasant St. removed. 

WHY:  Nearly 30% of tree box fences along Mount Pleasant Street are broken due to trucks backing into 
them or pedestrians sitting on them.  While tree box fences and surrounding plants are intended to protect 
trees and enhance the aesthetic appearance of the commercial corridor, the broken fences are dangerous to 
pedestrians walking, degrade the landscape and have limited function.  More discussion and analysis is 
required to determine if treebox fences should be replaced and the appropriate models. 

Resolution passed, 3 to 0.

Remove tree box enclosures and tree box bars in Lamont Park

Adam offered this resolution:
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RESOLVED: ANC 1D advises that DPR (Department of Parks and Recreation) and DGS (Department of 
General Services) assist Mount Pleasant to have brick tree enclosures and tree box bars in Lamont Park 
removed and be replaced by circular benches. In addition it requests that a new tree be planted in the tree 
box on the north east side of the park. 

WHY: While tree box enclosures and grates in Lamont Park were initially installed to protect trees, they 
create more problems than benefits. The grates are dangerous for young children playing in them and create 
an unfortunate nest for trash build-up. The brick tree box enclosures inhibit the growth of tree roots and 
proper rain water drainage which cause bricks and mortar to continually crack and need repair.  The tree 
box enclosures are often used as seats. Circular benches with arms would give residents a place to sit in the 
shade and at the same time provide the benefits of a tree box without the disadvantage of inhibiting tree 
water and root growth. Arms on the benches and the circular shape will discourage overnight sleeping. The 
tree on the north east side of Lamont Park died over a year ago and a replacement has been requested 
multiple times to DPR. 

Resolution passed, 3 to 0.

Adjournment

[8:35 pm] The meeting was adjourned at 8:35 pm.
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