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Minutes of the February 19, 2013 meeting of Advisory Neighborhood 
Commission 1-D

These minutes accepted at the March 19, 2013 meeting.

Call to order

[7:08 pm] Chair Terrell called the February 19 meeting of ANC1D to order at 7:08 pm. All five commissioners 
were present: Adam Hoey, Phil Greiner, Jack McKay, China Terrell, and Yasmin Romero-Latin, constituting 
a quorum. Julian Gonzalez of HearSay Interpreting provided simultaneous English-to-Spanish 
interpretation. 

Public discussion

[7:09 pm] A number of residents, including the proprietors of Radius Pizza, former commissioner Wayne Kahn, 
and Frank Maduro from the Executive Office of the Mayor, spoke. 

Chair's report

[7:22 pm] China provided a brief chair's report.

Secretary’s report

[7:23 pm] Jack asked if there were corrections to the minutes of the January 29 2013 meeting. No corrections 
were offered, and the minutes were declared accepted.

Treasurer’s report

[7:23 pm] Phil noted a number of routine expenses:  Tony Grillo, $50, postering for this meeting; HearSay 
Interpreting, $100, interpreting for this meeting; Jack, $59.88, reimbursement for GoDaddy hosting 
renewal. No concerns were expressed by the commissioners.

Phil showed the budget, as presented at the January meeting, and requested its approval. Budget approved, 
5 to 0.

Unfinished business: Meeting location

[7:28 pm] The resolution concerning meeting location was brought up for discussion:
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That we conduct a pilot for our February ANC business meeting, to be held at the library over here on 
Mount Pleasant on Wednesday, February 20, 7:00 pm, and, essentially, gauge how successful that meeting 
is, and how appropriate the environment is for our meetings, how well it's received by our guests, and if it 
goes well then that will be the new location for the ANC monthly business meeting. That being said, there 
still may be ad hoc meetings here at La Casa, but that would be the future location for the official business 
meetings each month. 

Adam moved that his motion be withdrawn. Withdrawal approved, 5 to 0.

Public Space permit for 3224 16th Street

[7:31 pm] Jack asked that the resolution concerning the public space issue at 3224 16th Street be brought up at 
this time, and that the commission hear from Reverend Carter, here to request ANC support for his 
application. Jack moved the following:

Resolved, that ANC1D advises the Public Space Committee to approve an application for a widened 
circular driveway at 3224 16th Street Northwest, in front of a building that currently houses the Creative 
Minds International Public Charter School.

Why: The location currently has a circular driveway, with entrance and exit on 16th Street. This driveway is 
a principal location for the dropoff and pickup of students attending this school. A previous school 
occupying these premises used the alley off Park Road for dropoff and pickup, an arrangement that caused 
substantial problems for pedestrians and traffic, as drivers emerged from poor-visibility alleys across a 
sidewalk and out onto Lamont Street. The driveway dropoff and pickup location is much safer than that 
arrangement, eliminating any entering or exiting across a sidewalk with poor visibility.

A problem of leaking gas, and consequent excavation to uncover the leak, led to the widening of the 
existing driveway. The wider driveway facilitates parent dropoff and pickup of young students at the school, 
increasing the space available for stopped cars, and minimizing any automobile stopping on 16th Street, or 
across the 16th Street sidewalk, waiting for parent cars to move.

The wider driveway meets the criteria specified by DCMR 24, 100.1 for the use of public space. 
Specifically:

(1) The proposed use, which is no different from the current use, will not endanger the public.

(2) The proposed use, by allowing more space for cars off the road and the sidewalk, will reduce any 
interference with pedestrian and vehicular traffic;

(3) The property owner is currently permitted to occupy the space between the building line and the 
sidewalk, and this modification to the driveway will not increase the area of public space being used by the 
owner.

It should be noted that this wider driveway will not be used for vehicle parking.

The proposed use will not, in the judgment of this commission, adversely affect the public interest.

Resolution approved, 5 to 0.

Radius Pizza voluntary agreement

[7:39 pm] China introduced the following resolution:

RESOLVED, that ANC1D advises the Alcoholic Beverage Control Board that it fully supports the request 
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of Radius Pizza:

(1) To terminate the “Voluntary Agreement between Red Bean and the Mount Pleasant Neighborhood 
Alliance” (“MPNA VA”) dated September 23, 2004, as amended on June 19, 2007; and 

(2) To seek a substantial change to extend its operating hours to 11AM till 1:30AM, Sunday through 
Thursday and 11AM till 2:30AM, Friday and Saturday.

Why: 

The ANC 1D finds that Radius Pizza is significantly disadvantaged by the restrictions in the MPNA VA.  
Neither termination of the MPNA VA with Radius Pizza nor the extension of operating hours will have any 
adverse impact on the peace, order and quiet of the neighborhood, on property values, nor on residential 
parking needs or vehicular and pedestrian safety. 

Lenka and Matthew Culbertson have operated Radius Pizza in Mt. Pleasant since September 2012. It is a 
family-owned and -operated restaurant and the Culbertsons live with their young daughter, in the same 
building as their restaurant. The restaurant has a mural of the Mount Pleasant street grid and each pizza is 
named after a street in the neighborhood.

The restrictions in the MPNA VA were put in place in 2004 when the restaurant was owned by someone 
else and was operating as the “Red Bean.” There have substantial changes in Mt. Pleasant since that time. 
Currently, three restaurants operate with no voluntary agreements, another is set to open and has no 
voluntary agreement. 

Additionally, other restaurants that continue to operate with voluntary agreements have no restrictions on 
their hours of operations. The facts that another restaurant in the same building that Radius Pizza occupies 
and seven other operators within a block of Radius Pizza have full hours largely without issue bolster this 
ANC’s confidence that a negative impact will not result to the neighborhood if the MPNA VA is terminated 
and the Radius Pizza’s operating hours are extended as requested.

This ANC is sensitive to concerns from all residents.  However, the extent to which the MPNA continues to 
be an active association of neighborhood residents remains unclear at this time.  The website, once active, is 
now down and there are no longer announcements of public meetings.   The MPNA is the only organization 
that is a party to Radius Pizza’s voluntary agreement.  

In light of the Mount Pleasant Street Commercial Revitalization Strategy, adopted by the Council of the 
District of Columbia in 2009, ANC 1D finds it untenable that nine years and three owners later, an 
organization with no public meetings or other neighborhood activity, should be able to prescribe the 
commercial activity of a family-owned business, whose values and success are critical for the revitalization 
of Mt. Pleasant’s commercial corridor.

Resolution approved, 5 to 0.

ANC Monthly Public Meetings to be held at the Mount Pleasant Library

[8:01 pm] Adam introduced the following resolution:

Resolved, ANC 1D will move its monthly public business meetings to the Mount Pleasant Library and its 
new renovated large meeting space on Monday, March 18th, 2013 from 7:00-9:00pm. Going forward, 
meetings will be held on the 3rd Monday of each month to align with the library's evening schedule. This 
time has been reserved by DCPL for the ANC for the remainder of 2013. This includes 3/18, 4/15, 5/20, 
6/17, 7/15, 8/19, 9/16, 10/21, 11/18, 12/16.  Meeting equipment belonging to ANC 1D will be kept in secure 
storage located in the library large meeting room with keys supplied to all active ANC commissioners and 
the library director.  Commissioners are still free to schedule ad hoc ANC or SMD meetings at La Casa as 

ANC1D meeting minutes, February 19, 2013, p. 3 of 4



needed.   

Why: The Mount Pleasant Library (MPL) renovations were completed in September 2012. The renovation 
includes a new meeting space which comfortably holds 100 people, has new full audio-visual support, 
private key locked storage, convenient access for senior citizens and the disabled and is free to the ANC. All 
commissioners were invited to inspect the meeting room in 2013. The facility and its equipment including 
items belonging to ANC1D such as audio mixer, mics and projector have been tested and confirmed 
functional by multiple ANC1D commissioners. While the Tuesday meeting would have to be moved to 
Monday, there are no remaining holiday conflicts for the duration of 2013. Commissioner's evening 
schedules have also been taken into consideration.  DCPL will allow ANC1D to extend the closing time by 
1 hour if required. The library is conveniently located 1 block from the center of Mount Pleasant St. on 
Lamont St.   

La Casa has been a satisfactory meeting place over the years and its owners generous to the neighborhood.  
The new MPL site is more modern and provides a number of significant advantages: 

1. Updated facility, furniture and equipment which improves overall usability, comfort and communication

2. The large meeting room holds 100 people so during busy meetings, guests no longer have to stand 
without chairs or in the lobby

3. Central storage of ANC equipment improves flexibility of use, care and reduces the fatigue of transport   

4. Mount Pleasant takes full advantage of this new resource and the tax dollars spent in Mount Pleasant

5. Holding ANC meetings at the library helps promote DCPL services to residents. It also serves as another 
distribution point to bridge the digital divide for ANC and community news via online or print.

After some discussion, Adam moved that this resolution be tabled indefinitely. Motion to table passed, 5 to 0.

Table banner purchase

[8:18 pm] The motion concerning the purchase of a table banner was brought up as unfinished business:

To spend up to $250 of ANC funds, going with the lowest cost of three estimates on one, not two, but one 
table banner for ANC1D Mount Pleasant.

After some discussion, this motion was replaced by the following:

To authorize the treasurer to expend up to $325 to purchase one table banner, and one A-frame placard, for 
our ANC meetings.

Motion passed, 5 to 0.

Adjournment

[8:28 pm] The meeting was adjourned at 8:28 pm.
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