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Minutes of the February 18, 2014 meeting of Advisory Neighborhood 
Commission 1-D

These minutes accepted at the March 18, 2014 meeting.

Call to order

[7:03 pm] Chair Adam Hoey called the February meeting of ANC1D to order at 7:03 pm. Four of the five 
commissioners were present: Adam, China, Yasmin, and Jack, constituting a quorum.

Secretary’s report

[7:05 pm] Jack asked if there were corrections to the minutes of the January 22 2014 meeting. No corrections 
were offered, and the minutes were declared accepted.

Treasurer’s report

[7:05 pm] Phil asked if there were any concerns about two routine expenditures: Tony Grillo, $50, postering for 
the January meeting; Hearsay Interpreting, $100, for Spanish interpreting at this meeting. No concerns or 
objections to these expenditures were expressed by the commissioners.

Jack showed a portion of the quarterly report to the DC Auditor for the first quarter of FY2014, then moved 
approval of that report. Report approved by unanimous vote, 4 to 0.

Restore curbside parking on 18th Street

[7:08] The following was brought up under “unfinished business” from the previous meeting: 

Resolved, that ANC1D advises DDOT to restore three of the four curbside parking spaces lost as a result of 
increased no-parking spacing adjacent to the alley between Park Road and Monroe Street NW, by setting 
the no-parking spacing at 10 feet for three of the four directions, while leaving the critical direction, facing 
north from the alley on the west side of 18th, at 20 to 25 feet.

Why: The legally specified minimum distance from a parked car to an alley is five feet, which is evidently 
deemed a safe distance for drivers exiting the alley (see DCMR 18, 2405.2(a)). But in early October, the no-
parking signs adjacent to the alley exits on 18th Street, just north of Park Road, were moved to a much 
larger distance, 20 to 25 feet from that alley. The result is a loss of four curbside parking spaces for 
residents, in a neighborhood where curbside parking is already scarce.
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This commission understands that the alley to the west from 18th Street is a special situation, because the 
nine homes along the south side of this alley, fronting on Park Road, use the alley for their principal access, 
including mail delivery, due to the height of those homes above Park Road. The initial request for additional
spacing at the 18th Street alley exit was based on the difficulty in seeing 18th Street traffic approaching 
from the north. The commission is content to leave that spacing as it currently stands, 25 feet.

However, the extra spacing at the other three locations is not warranted. The alley on the east side of 18th 
Street is an ordinary alley, not used for mail or delivery vehicle access, so the 5 foot spacing set by the 
Municipal Regulations is appropriate. Furthermore, drivers exiting the alley on the west side are concerned 
about traffic approaching from their left, not traffic approaching from the right. 

Passed, 3 to 1 vote (Jack, Adam, and Yasmin voting “yes”, China voting “no”.)

Adopt Alternative 4 for Broad Branch Road

[7:23 pm] The following resolution was brought to the table as unfinished business from a prior meeting:

Resolved, that ANC1D advises the District Department of Transportation to adopt Alternative 4 for the 
rehabilitation of Broad Branch Road.

Why:  Though not immediately adjacent to Mount Pleasant, Broad Branch Road is significant for Mount 
Pleasant residents, not only as an occasional automobile route into upper Northwest, but as a potential 
extension of the Rock Creek Park bike path. The RCP bike path passes directly alongside Mount Pleasant, 
and is commonly used by Mount Pleasant residents for recreation and for commuting.

Currently the RCP bike path terminates at Broad Branch Road. Broad Branch is notoriously dangerous for 
bicyclists, being narrow and winding, and consequently cannot be recommended for use by Mount Pleasant 
bicyclists. The RCP bike path end at Broad Branch is effectively the end of the road for bicyclists. Three of 
the four Alternatives proposed for Broad Branch would leave that road as bicyclist-hostile as it is today, 
preventing its use by Mount Pleasant bicyclists for either recreation or transport. Only Alternative 4 would 
permit its safe use by bicyclists.

Alternative 4 would allow Broad Branch Road to serve as a 1.5-mile extension of the existing Rock Creek 
Park bicycle path. Aside from the value of this extension for pleasure bicycling through an exceptionally 
attractive portion of Rock Creek Park, the extension would serve as a bicyclist feeder route into the RCP 
bike path, promoting bicycle commuting by many residents of Cleveland Park and Chevy Chase, giving 
them a safe route to the RCP bike path and downtown DC.

Jack moved that this be tabled until the next meeting. Motion to table passed, 4 to 0.

Conversion of Don Jaime's liquor license from restaurant to tavern

[7:33 pm] Jack introduced the following resolution:

Resolved, that ANC1D advises the Alcoholic Beverage Regulation Administration, and the ABC Board, to 
permit the license change requested by Jaime Carrillo for Don Jaime's Restaurant, 3209 Mount Pleasant 
Street NW, License ABRA-21925, from C Restaurant to C Tavern.

Why: Mount Pleasant currently has two CT licensees, neither of which has caused any neighborhood 
problems as a result of being licensed as taverns. Haydee's Restaurant, in particular, recently changed from 
CR to CT, with no untoward consequences for the neighborhood. We are confident that Don Jaime's 
Restaurant can similarly be licensed as a tavern, with negligible effect on the neighborhood. Mr. Jaime 
Carrillo has long been in business at that location, and has always been a responsible business owner and a 
good neighbor to the nearby residents of Mount Pleasant.
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Resolution approved, 4 to 0 vote.

Preserve 40% lot coverage limits under RF-1

[7:41 pm] Jack introduced the following resolution:

RESOLVED, that ANC1D advises the Office of Planning, and the Zoning Commission, that the proposed 
regulation permitting 60% maximum lot coverage for all dwellings in an RF-1 zone be revised to require, at
least within Mount Pleasant, that structures built according to the 40% coverage limit remain so limited, 
permanently.

Why:  Developers are currently expanding 40%-limit dwellings to 60%, taking advantage of the provision 
in the R-4 regulations permitting such an expansion upon conversion to apartment houses. This has been 
very detrimental to the neighbors of such houses, as they see large structures built looming over their own 
lots. The proposed regulation would make physical expansion of detached and semi-detached dwellings 
even easier, since conversion to apartment houses would no longer be a requirement. As has been evident in
Mount Pleasant, concerning proposed expansions of houses on Park Road and 18th Street, and the actual 
expansion of a house on Irving Street, the consequences for the immediate neighbors can be very 
unpleasant.

Resolution approved, 4 to 0 vote.

Hire an office assistant

[7:52 pm] Adam introduced the following resolution:

Resolved:  ANC 1D wishes to hire a part-time office assistant/intern to work 3-4 hours per week starting at 
a maximum of 16 hours per month to assist with communications and administration duties. 
Responsibilities include, attending the monthly business meeting, writing a quarterly (or monthly) 
newsletter, managing the ANC's Facebook page (posting minutes, events, etc) , and updates to other 
communication channels such as ANC website, MtP Forum and Yahoo groups. The office administrator 
could also assist with special meeting organization, managing committees and updating status on projects,  
write an on boarding document and manage a folder for new commissioners.  The ANC will allocate 
$20/hour for this resource capped for now at $350/month. The ANC1D Chair will have responsibility for 
the supervision of this person.

Why:  Most commissioners in ANC1D working day or night-time jobs, attending school or with family 
responsibilities need assistance to perform administrative duties that improve the performance and 
effectiveness of the ANC. Communication with residents in the past has been lackluster sometimes resulting
in missed opportunities for public response on issues which are particularly important to them. The ANC's 
operational budget is intended to pay for such expenses. 

Resolution fails, 0 to 3 to 1 vote (Jack, China, Yasmin voting “no”, Adam abstaining).

Adjournment

[8:11 pm] The meeting was adjourned at 8:11 pm.
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