
Minutes of the December 6, 2011 meeting of Advisory Neighborhood 
Commission 1-D
These minutes accepted at the January 17, 2012 meeting.

Call to order
[7:13 pm] Chair Edwards Scott called this December business meeting of ANC1D to order at 7:13 pm. 
Five commissioners were present: Gregg, Jack, Yasmin, Stormy, and Laura, constituting a quorum. 
Julian Gonzalez of HearSay Interpreting provided simultaneous English-to-Spanish interpretation.

Irving Street bus stop relocation
[7:14 pm] Jack asked that it be made clear that the representatives from DDOT, here to address the 
matter of the relocation of the Kenyon/Irving bus stop to the Harvard Towers driveway, would have 
time to speak to the issue during the ANC business meeting, and so did not have to take Public 
Discussion time for their statements. This was agreed to.

Public Discussion
[7:18 pm] After introductions by the commissioners, the meeting proceeded with the public discussion 
period. Commissioner China Terrell arrived during this period.

Meridian Hill Baptist Church Historic Preservation hearing
[7:33 pm] Jack asked that the commission agree that it would not take a position on the historic 
preservation application by the Meridian Hill Baptist Church project, due for a Historic Preservation 
Review Board hearing on December 15. The commission so agreed, thus allowing those representatives 
to leave the meeting.

Chair's report
[7:36 pm] Gregg reported on his ANC activities of the past month.

Secretary's report
[7:41 pm] Jack asked if there were any corrections to be made to the November 1 meeting minutes. No 
corrections being requested, the minutes were declared accepted.

ANC 1D: Minutes of the December 6, 2011 meeting, p. 1 of  4

Yasmin Romero-Castillo, 1D01
yasminkiki@yahoo.com

Mount Pleasant Advisory 
Neighborhood Commission

Gregg Edwards, 1D04
Chair 

aaraeg@gmail.com

Laura Wilson Phelan, 1D02
laurawilsonphelan@gmail.com

China Terrell, 1D05
china@chinaterrell.com

Jack McKay, 1D03
Secretary and Treasurer
jack.mckay@verizon.net

1380 Monroe St NW, #117, Washington DC 20010
Tel:  234-6646  Web:  www.anc1d.org

e-mail: anc1d@googlegroups.com

Angelia D. Scott, 1D06
Vice Chair

glorystorm55@yahoo.com



Jack requested approval of a $600 contract to eGovernment Solutions to upgrade anc1d.org from the 
current Drupal 6.20 Content Management System to version 7.xx. Approved, 6 to 0.

Treasurer's report
[7:42 pm] Jack reported that the quarterly report for Q4FY11 was delivered to the auditor, but there has 
not yet been a reply. He noted that the total ANC1D expenditures during FY2011 were $5214, and the 
annual allotment, $14,080, thus showing a large surplus. Jack said that it will be necessary before long 
to develop a new ANC budget.

Jack listed current expenditures: $50 to Tony Grillo for December 6 meeting postering, $200 to Stand 
for our Neighbors for audio system setup, $100 to Hearsay Interpreting for 12/06 interpreting, $350 to 
Community of Christ for La Casa, April-September 2011, and $456 to the UPS Store for mailbox rental 
renewal. Expenditures approved, 6 to 0.

Gregg said that he had just provided all the receipts for the library report. The commission declined to 
deal with this reimbursement request on the spot, and Jack agreed to review the request before the next 
meeting.

Next meetings
[7:46 pm] Concerning the upcoming meetings, the commission agreed to omit the December 20 
meeting, barring anything urgent arising, and the January 3 meeting as well. The next business meeting 
will be on January 17.

Irving Street bus stop location
[7:50 pm] Gregg moved that his tabled resolution from the November meeting, concerning the DDOT 
decision to return the Irving Street bus stop to its Kenyon intersection location, be brought from the 
table. Jack asked that, instead of considering this motion, the commission hear the representatives from 
DDOT concerning the bus stop location, then formulate a resolution directly addressing that issue. 
Gregg agreed to withdraw his motion, and the floor was opened to discussion of the bus stop location.

Wendy Peckham, DDOT project manager, Ali Agahi, DDOT project engineer, and Alberta Paul, 
communication specialist, presented the DDOT case.

 Leave Mount Pleasant in the Third Police District
[8:50 pm] Jack moved the following resolution:

Resolved, that ANC1D advises the Metropolitan Police Department to keep Mount Pleasant 
in the Third Police District, and not transfer PSA 301 to the Fourth District.

Why:

Crime in Mount Pleasant is closely associated with crime in nearby Columbia Heights, 
because 16th Street is a readily crossable division between the two neighborhoods. In recent 
examples, the perpetrator of a robbery on Newton Street in Mount Pleasant was arrested a 
few days later on 14th Street in Columbia Heights; and a burglary ring plaguing the north 
side of Mount Pleasant was broken with an arrest in a dwelling on 14th Street at Spring 
Road. Close coordination between police operations on either side of 16th Street is essential 
for effective police work.

The proposed shifting of Mount Pleasant into the Fourth District will hamper such 
coordination, as police forces on the east and west sides of 16th Street will work out of 
separate headquarters, under different commanders, and, perhaps most importantly, will be 
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employing different radio frequencies. Communications of information about incidents in 
one neighborhood to another will be forced to follow a roundabout path, up and down the 
police hierarchy, rather than directly between police forces on the street.

The explanation given by the MPD for this transfer of Mount Pleasant into 4D is invalid. 
The stated purpose of the realignment is to equalize workloads for the seven police districts. 
But PSA 301 is not a major contributor to either reported crime incidents or calls for service, 
amounting to only 0.85% of the District totals. With PSA 301 retained in 3D, the Third 
District crime total will amount to 15.1% of the total, not much above the equality level of 
14.3%. The calls-for-service total will be only 13.7%, below the 14.3% ideal.

Furthermore, the transfer of a portion of PSA 208 into 3D, also mentioned as an argument 
for moving PSA 301 out of 3D, is not justified by any workload-equality argument. First, if 
3D has an excessive burden, it is plainly illogical to shift any portion of 2D into 3D, that 
being contrary to the stated objective of the transfer. The Second District is well known for 
its very low crime rates, and the area that is now PSA 208 was in fact shifted out of 3D 
specifically to achieve a better workload balance. It's explicitly contrary to the goal of 
equalizing police workloads to shift PSA 208 back into 3D. Furthermore, since the proposed 
realigned boundaries will leave 2D with, still, the lowest crime rate, and lowest calls for 
service, in the entire District, it is truly nonsensical to shift any part of 2D into 3D.

The MPD argues further that this transfer of a part of 2D into 3D is compelled by a transfer 
of a portion of 1D into 2D. But that transfer, adding only an estimated 0.74% to reported 
crimes, and 0.25% to calls for service, leaves 2D with still the lowest rates in the District, 
well below the 14.3% equal-distribution goal. The transfer of this bit of 1D into 2D clearly 
does not justify the transfer of any portion of 2D into 3D.

Hence, the arguments made for transferring Mount Pleasant, PSA 301, into the Fourth Police 
District, are not justified by the equal-workload argument. The transfer of a part of 1D into 
2D leaves that district with, still, the lowest totals in the city. There is no need to transfer any 
part of 2D into 3D, a move which is directly contrary to the goal of equalized workloads. 
And whether that part of PSA 208 is transferred into 3D or not, leaving PSA 301 in 3D 
results in crime and calls-for-service levels which are not far from the stated objective of 
equal sharing. Even if that portion of PSA 208 is added to 3D, leaving Mount Pleasant in 3D 
would result in a crime count lower than in 6D and 7D, and a calls-for-service count lower 
than in 1D, 4D, 5D, 6D, and 7D.

As was very clear in the MPD meeting with the Mount Pleasant public in June, the people of 
Mount Pleasant virtually unanimously prefer remaining in 3D. The quantitative arguments 
given for transferring Mount Pleasant to 4D do not in fact support that transfer. Mount 
Pleasant, PSA 301, should remain in 3D.

Passed by 5 to 1 vote (China voting “no”).

Legal consultant 
[8:58 pm] Gregg proposed the following resolution: 

ANC 1D resolves to engage as a consultant Robert B. Clayton Esquire, whose office is at 
2305 Calvert St NW, DC 2008, at a rate not to exceed $75 a hour for an amount of up to 
$5000 (this amount may be changed by another 1D resolution) until noon of January 2, 
2013. Clayton's services will be overseen by a task force of Gregg Edwards (Chair), Jack 
McKay, and Angelia D Scott, but with monthly reports to the whole ANC 1D including 
work product, hours, and other expenses.
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Initial scope of work

The focus will be on legal research but may include collection of other information on ANC 
1D issues that have or may arise, such as projects and policies of the DC Departments of 
Transportation, Consumer & Regulatory Affairs, Police, Parks & Recreation, Planning, as 
well as independent agencies such as Alcohol, Library, Zoning including the Board of 
Zoning Adjustment.

Some immediate topic might include: the potential role of the Office of Administrative 
Hearings for ANC 1D, when should the Appeals Cases commonly labeled as Monaco and 
Tucci be used to exempt agencies from obeying DC laws, regulations, or executive orders, 
when can a declaration of necessity or of core executive functions allow DC agencies to 
(partly) escape full accordance with the law, what are the applicable laws and guidelines for 
environmental and neighborhood/community consultation, or ANC planning, and the like.

Jack moved that this be tabled until the next meeting. Motion to table passed, 5 to 0, with one  
abstention (Gregg).

Decline participation in enhanced RPP for Mount Pleasant
[9:07 pm] Jack moved the following resolution:

Resolved, that ANC1D chooses not to participate in the Enhanced Residential Permit 
Parking (ERPP) program, DCMR 18, 2411.25.

Why: This program would eliminate the two-hour allowance for nonresident parking on 50% 
of all RPP-zoned blocks, with the purpose of preventing monopolization of curbside parking 
by short-term visitors, that is, patrons of local businesses. Only a very few blocks of Mount 
Pleasant, immediately adjacent to Mount Pleasant Street, are significantly affected by 
business-patron parking during the day. In most of Mount Pleasant, this would impair visitor 
parking, potentially inflicting parking tickets on visitors unaware of this regulation and 
overlooking “Ward One only” signs, with no significant benefit. Adjacent to the commercial 
strip, this would result in parking tickets for unwary business customers, and would harm 
our local businesses by discouraging customers from coming to Mount Pleasant to patronize 
their businesses. The Mount Pleasant Business Association has requested that ANC1D 
choose not to participate in this program.

Passed, 5 to 1 vote (Gregg voting “no”).

Adjournment
At 9:11 pm, the meeting was adjourned. 
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