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Minutes of the December 17, 2013 meeting of Advisory Neighborhood 
Commission 1-D

These minutes accepted at the January 22, 2014 meeting.

Call to order

[7:16 pm] Chair China Terrell called the December meeting of ANC1D to order at 7:16 pm. Four commissioners 
were present: China, Yasmin Romero-Latin, Adam Hoey, and Jack McKay, constituting a quorum. Phil 
Greiner arrived moments later. Alida Yath of HearSay Interpreting provided simultaneous English-to-
Spanish interpretation. 

Public discussion

[7:18 pm] The public discussion period followed. Most of the audience was present for the Oakwood Terrace 
and 1867 Park Road matters, for which public discussion was postponed until the times of consideration of 
the pertinent resolutions.

Secretary’s report

[7:22 pm] Jack asked if there were corrections to the minutes of the November 19 2013 meeting. No corrections 
were offered, and the minutes were declared accepted.

Treasurer’s report

[7:23 pm] Phil asked if there were any concerns about two routine expenditures: Tony Grillo, $50, postering for 
the December meeting; HearSay Interpreting, $100, interpreting at the December meeting. No concerns or 
objections to these expenditures were expressed by the commissioners.

Jack asked if the quarterly financial report to the auditor for Q4FY2013 had been filed. Phil said that the 
report file had been e-mailed, but that the report had not yet been physically delivered to the auditor. 

China asked if we were up to date on payments to Tony Grillo. Phil said that we were not. China asked if 
there was a plan for paying Tony for the monthly postering. Phil replied that he would pay Tony once he 
gets the invoices.

The commission agreed at this point to skip the unfinished business for the moment and proceed to the Oakwood
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Terrace resolution.

Opposing the Oakwood Terrace development

[7:25 pm] Adam introduced the following resolution:

RESOLVED:  ANC1D advises the Historic Preservation Review Board to reject the design concept 
currently proposed at 17th St. NW and Oakwood Terrace NW (3428, 3430, 3432 Oakwood Terrace) 
because of incompatibility with other homes on the Oakwood Terrace block within the Mount Pleasant 
historic district as well as outstanding questions related to the application, process and public notification of
the subdivision of land parcels. 

WHY:  The proposed design and setback is not consistent with the design of other houses on the historic 
block and does not follow guidelines for new construction in historic districts in the District of Columbia. 

There are questions concerning the subdivision of the property in 2007 and 2010. There is a pending 
Freedom of Information Act request to the Historic Preservation Office which will clarify whether proper 
legal notice was given.

Residents unaware of the project or the HPRB evaluation in 2010 did not have an opportunity to review the 
plan and express their concerns to the ANC or the board. 

The ANC now wishes to make clear to the HPRB that it is taking this opportunity afforded by the board’s 
continuing review to express its opposition to the project as proposed and requests that the project be denied
clearance for permitting. 

Resolution passed, 5 to 0 vote.

Reject conceptual design for 1867 Park Road

[7:48 pm] Jack introduced the following resolution:

Resolved, that ANC1D advises the Historic Preservation Review Board to reject the design concept 
currently being proposed for 1867 Park Road Northwest.

Why: Whatever its architectural design elements, this building is inherently incongruous at this location in 
Mount Pleasant. It is too large, being more than triple the size of the existing house on this lot. The 
anticipated use, as a 6-unit apartment house, is contrary to the usage of other houses on this row, all 
detached single-family dwellings, widely spaced, on large lots. The proposed structure is a drastic deviation 
in building size and in building spacing, being built essentially up to the property line, and looming over the
adjacent house and rear yard. Consequently, whatever the architectural details of its construction, this 
structure is incongruous on its row, and incompatible with its neighbors, and perforce must be judged 
incompatible with the Mount Pleasant Historic District.

Resolution passed, 5 to 0 vote.

Endorsing the Local Resident Voting Rights Act Of 2013

[8:27 pm] Jack introduced the following resolution:

Resolved, that ANC1D endorses the Local Resident Voting Rights Act of 2013, Bill B20-0597, and advises 
the Council of the District of Columbia to pass this bill promptly, in time for the 2014 primary election, if at
all possible.

Why:  This bill would permit permanent residents of the District to vote in local elections, whether citizens 
or not. Clearly permanent residents have a stake in local government affairs, and pay taxes to the District 
Government, and consequently ought to be allowed a voice in local government affairs. Prior to the anti-
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immigrant fervor of the early 20th century, citizenship was not a requirement for voting. This bill would 
restore the right of residents to participate in local government affairs, even if they have not managed to 
achieve citizenship.

This is especially important to neighborhoods such as ours, where more than one-third of the residents are 
foreign-born, and many are noncitizen permanent residents of the United States. It is not right to deny these 
residents a say in their local government.

Passes, 4 to 0 vote (China abstaining)

End the lot-coverage conversion bonus

[8:32 pm] Jack introduced the following resolution:

Resolved, that ANC1D advises the Office of Planning that the provision of DCMR 11, 403.2 allowing a 
maximum of 60% lot coverage for “conversion to a building or structure to an apartment house” in R-4 
zones, as modified by Office of Zoning Case No. 06-47 in 2007, is very harmful to Mount Pleasant, and 
should be deleted.

Why: The original text of this regulation specified 60% maximum lot coverage for “Row dwelling, flat, 
church, or public school”, and 40% for “All other structures”. This distinguishes logically between row 
houses, built with abutting walls, and detached houses, built with space between buildings. It's reasonable 
that detached houses have larger unbuilt space, hence the lower coverage maximum.

A 2007 rulemaking by the Office of Zoning resulted in that a detached building, with a 40% maximum lot 
coverage if used as a single-family dwelling, could be transformed into a “row dwelling” or “flat” simply as
a result of conversion to a multiple-family dwelling. This has permitted detached and semi-detached houses 
to be expanded by as much as 50%, resulting in some very unfortunate construction results. 

The conversion of a detached or semi-detached building into a multi-family dwelling should leave the 
building categorized under “All other structures”, as it is not, by virtue of multiple families, transformed 
into a row house. The maximum lot coverage should remain at 40%, so developers are not tempted to bulb-
out houses by half, to take advantage of this lot-coverage “bonus”. 

Resolution passed, 5 to 0 vote.

Provisions for the zoning rewrite 

[8:35 pm] Jack introduced the following resolution:

Resolved, that ANC1D advises the Office of Zoning to incorporate the following changes in the 
forthcoming zoning regulations:

1. Add a line item in RF-1, Chapter 6, exempting Mount Pleasant: "This chapter shall not apply to any 
building or structure in the Mount Pleasant Historic District".

2. Make it clear that detached and semi-detached dwellings will have 40% lot coverage (RF-1, table 201.1) 
whatever their use, and conversion of such a dwelling to a flat or any other multifamily use will not 
perforce grant 60% maximum lot coverage.

3. Specify that the definition of "apartment house", currently not defined, is that of "apartment building".

4. Under RF-1 Chapter Two, either permit an overlay on the residential flat zone for portions of Mount 
Pleasant which consist of sizable, detached houses, rather than row houses, where the provisions of R-1 
zoning are more appropriate, or develop a Mount Pleasant Group under RF-1 for Mount Pleasant, with 
appropriate provisions for areas characterized by separate houses, rather than row houses.

Why: the provision allowing an increase in lot coverage from 40% to 60%, upon apartment-house 
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conversion of a detached or semi-detached dwelling, has caused some very unfortunate expansions of 
Mount Pleasant houses, with rearward extensions built out towering over adjacent homes and back yards. 
There is no good justification for the increase in permitted lot coverage simply because the usage of the 
building has changed to multi-family.

Mount Pleasant includes several areas characterized by detached houses on large lots, embedded in what is 
primarily a row-house neighborhood. The “residential flat” zoning is suitable for the row-house areas, but is
inappropriate for these detached-house areas. For the latter, “residential house” zoning is suitable, its 
provisions being designed for such neighborhoods.

Jack moved that this resolution be tabled until the next meeting. Motion to table passed, 5 to 0.

Accepting the Library's conditions for meetings

[8:39 pm] Adam introduced the following resolution:

Resolved, that ANC1D agrees to the following conditions for the use of the Mount Pleasant Library for 
ANC meetings:

1. ANC1D will provide a storage cabinet (capable of being locked) to store equipment,

2. ANC1D monthly meetings will end when the library closes unless prior arrangements have been agreed 
to, and

3. DCPL will not be responsible for any ANC1D equipment stored at the Mt Pleasant Library.

Passes, 4 to 1 vote (Yasmin voting “no”).

Implement precinct boundary changes, with one change to polling place 
assignments

[8:45 pm]  Jack introduced the following resolution:

Resolved, that ANC1D advises the Board of Elections to implement the precinct boundary changes in 
ANC1D as proposed by the 2013 Precinct Boundary Efficiency Plan, but to put 1D01, along with 1D02 and
1D03, in Precinct 115, not in Precinct 116, with 1D04 and 1D05.

Why: the precinct boundary changes are appropriate for the simplification of ballot preparation, and for 
minimizing confusion at polling places. The elimination of Precinct 39, which combines portions of 
Columbia Heights with Mount Pleasant, is especially advisable.

The assignment of 1D01 to Precinct 116, as proposed, would cause residents with homes in close proximity 
to Bancroft Elementary to have to go some distance to the Mount Pleasant Library to vote. The majority of 
the residents of 1D01 are accustomed to voting at Bancroft, having voted at that location for many years, 
and election day confusion will be minimized by having them continue to vote at Bancroft. This does not 
upset the approximate equalization of voters at the two polling places, as two SMDs will be served by one 
polling place, three at the other. 

Jack moved that discussion be closed. Motion to close debate passed, 3 to 1 to 1 vote, China voting “no”, 
Yasmin abstaining.

Motion passed, 4 to 0 (China abstaining).

Adjournment

[8:48 pm] The meeting was adjourned at 8:48 pm.
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