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Minutes of the July 26, 2016 meeting of Advisory Neighborhood Commission 
1-D

These minutes accepted at the _______, 2016 meeting.

Meeting call to order

[7:04 pm] At 7:04 pm, Chairperson Rosa Rivas called the meeting to order, noting the presence of 
Commissioners Adam Hoey, Arturo Griffiths, and Jack McKay, constituting a quorum. 

Agenda

[7:04 pm] Jack displayed the proposed agenda for the evening. The commission agreed to the proposed agenda.

Public discussion

The meeting proceeded with Public Discussion.

Secretary's report

Jack asked if there were corrections to be made to the minutes of the June meeting. No corrections were noted, 
so the minutes were deemed accepted.

Treasurer’s report

Jack noted the following routine expenditures: HearSay Interpreting, $100, and Jazmin Rumbaut, $100,  
interpreting at the July meeting, and Julio Lopez, $30, assistance at the July meeting. The commission had no
objection to these expenditures.

Jack moved that the ANC reimburse Adam Hoey for his credit-card payment of $156.60 for the Squarespace 
annual fee, and the first month of website service. Payment approved, 3 to 0 vote (Adam abstaining).

Jack requested approval of payment of $800 to Adam Pyburn, completing payment for development of the new 
ANC1D website. Payment approved, 4 to 0 vote.

Jack noted the invoice for payment to Career Path DC of $1780 for sidewalk gum removal. The Commission 
agreed to take up this matter during the Community Clean-up Committee report.

Jack reviewed the Q3FY2016 report to the District Auditor, and requested approval of that report by the 
Commission. Report approved, 4 to 0 vote.

Jack introduced a proposed policy statement concerning reimbursement of commissioners for credit card 
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purchases:

“Commissioners may make ANC purchases on their personal credit cards, anticipating reimbursement, but 
such purchases must be approved by the Commission, in a public meeting of the Commission, prior to the 
actual purchase. Where special circumstances make it necessary to make a purchase without first obtaining 
Commission approval, the Commissioner making the purchase must obtain assurances from two or more 
other Commissioners, via e-mail, that the purchase will be approved by the Commission at the following 
meeting.”

The Commission agreed to table this proposal until the next meeting.

Community clean-up committee report

Adam reported on the effort to remove gum from Mount Pleasant sidewalks, noting that the time needed to do 
the work has substantially exceeded the original estimates. The Commission agreed to pay the current Career
Path DC invoice of $1780, 4 to 0 vote. 

Jack moved that the budget agreement of March, 2016, authorizing up to $3500 for the job, be increased to 
$6000, so that the work can be completed in Mount Pleasant. Approved, 4 to 0 vote.

Unfinished business: Restore curbside parking on 18th Street

Jack asked that he be permitted to withdraw this resolution. Approved, 3 to 0 vote.

New Business: Paisley Fig liquor license

Rosa moved the following resolution:

Resolved, that ANC1D advises the Alcoholic Beverage Regulation Administration to approve License No. 
ABRA-103087, by Bundle Bit, LLC, for a Class C Tavern license for what will be known as the Paisley Fig, 
3221B Mount Pleasant Street NW.

Why: We believe that the Mount Pleasant community will be well served by the proposed Full-Service 
Restaurant and Bakery at this location. Tavern licenses are appropriate for this area, and our experience with 
CT licensees currently in operation in this area, e.g., Don Jaime, Marx Cafe, and Raven Grill, has been 
favorable.

Passed, 4 to 0 vote.

Brown Street Market “go-cup” violation

Resolved, that ANC1D advises the Alcoholic Beverage Regulation Administration to dismiss Case # 16-
CMP-00300, concerning the sale of "go-cups" at the Brown Street Market, 3320 Brown Street NW, for the 
reason that the ownership of the market has changed since that incident.

Why: The current owner-operator of the Brown Street Market, Mr. Michael Fasanmi, had nothing to do with 
the go-cup violation of March 15, and there would be no point in punishing him for it. 

Passed, 4 to 0 vote.

Klingle Road bike/pedestrian access path

Jack moved the following resolution:

Resolved, that ANC1D encourages DDOT to continue the conceptual development and design of bike lanes 
for Klingle Road, providing safe access for pedestrians and bicyclists into Rock Creek Park.
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The Commission advises particular care for the following aspects of this proposal:

(1) Automobiles turning right from westbound Klingle onto Rosemount Avenue will pose a "right hook" 
hazard to bicyclists in the bike lane. Signage should warn drivers to watch for bicyclists on their right.

(2) The 1900 block of Klingle Road is short, and so has limited capacity for vehicles waiting at the Adams 
Mill Road traffic light. That light, and the matching lights at the Park Road/Walbridge Place intersection, 
must be timed to minimize the trapping of vehicles coming from Park Road and stopped at the Adams Mill 
Road light.

(3) The bike lane on westbound Klingle, descending into the park, may continue on Porter Street into 
Cleveland Park. Certainly this is appropriate for encouraging bicycle travel in the District, but there is a 
potential conflict between bicyclists continuing on Porter Street and drivers turning left from eastbound 
Porter onto the Beach Drive access ramp. Signage should warn drivers to watch for, and yield to, bicyclists.

Why: The Mount Pleasant community has long complained that access into Rock Creek Park by residents on 
foot, or on bicycle, is difficult, and limited, despite the close proximity of the Park. Klingle Road in particular
is a four-lane highway characterized by excessive automobile speeds, unsafe for bicyclists. Pedestrians have 
only a narrow sidewalk for access, on only the south side of the road. The proposed development will provide
bicyclist-safe access into and egress from the Park, suitable even for young children on bicycles, and will be 
welcomed by the residents of Mount Pleasant.

Passed, 4 to 0 vote.

Approve plans for 3109 18th Street NW

Jack moved the following resolution:

Resolved, that ANC1D advises the Historic Preservation Review Board to find the “Scheme 1” plans for 
3109 18th Street NW compatible with the character of the Mount Pleasant Historic District.

Why: The proposed work involves principally continuing the brick walls of the building to the height 
currently defined by the peak at the front of the house. The back extension would also be built up to that 
height.

The HPO staff report objects to this raising of the side roofline, on the grounds that it would be, albeit with 
some effort, visible from 18th Street. (It would not be visible but for the fact that this house is the end of a 
row, abutting an alley, so the north side of the house is exposed.)

In arguing against the elevation of the side wall, the staff report labels this modification a “roof addition”, 
though that is not an accurate description. This is better described as an extension of the building to a greater 
height. Then the report cites the HPO guidelines concerning roofs: “Adding vertically to a historic building is 
generally discouraged as such additions typically alter significant features, such as its roof line, height, 
relationship with surrounding buildings, and overall form and mass. Rarely is it appropriate to change the 
shape of an existing roof. To do so almost always drastically alters the character of a historic building.” 
(Italics added.)

That is true, but the District's historic preservation law does not require that “the character” of Mount 
Pleasant buildings remain unaltered. The law explicitly allows alterations, requiring not that alterations be 
invisible, but that “alterations of existing structures [be] compatible with the character of the historic district”.
This alteration of the shape of the north wall of this house surely does alter “the character” of the building, 
but that is not disallowed, so long as the alterations are “compatible with the character of the historic district”.
If the change proposed for this building is compatible with the Mount Pleasant Historic District, then it must 
be allowed, whatever its consequences for the “character” of that one building.
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Furthermore, the burden of proof is on the Mayor, if design approval is to be denied, to show why the 
alterations are not “compatible with the character of the historic district”. Simply arguing that the shape of the
house is different from its original is not sufficient, however much one may wish to preserve that original 
design, and however much one may find the alteration inferior architecturally to the original. If it is 
“compatible with the character of the historic district”, then it is in compliance with the District's historic 
preservation law, and must be so designated.

Passed, 4 to 0 vote.

Brown Street Market license change

Jack moved the following resolution:

Resolved, that ANC1D advises the Alcoholic Beverage Regulation Administration to approve the conversion 
of the Class B Retailer license to Class A, for licensee ABRA-101092, trading as the Brown Street Market, 
3320 Brown Street NW.

Why: The proprietor, Mr. Fasanmi, has given assurances that the Class A license will be used only to stock 
liquor as requested by his residential customers, to meet their needs as befits a corner shop in a residential 
neighborhood. The beverages retailed at this shop will not be attractive to indigent alcohol abusers, as might 
well be feared by some neighbors. This Commission counts on having a positive working relationship with 
Mr. Fasanmi to address any such problems, should they arise. 

Adam moved that the resolution be tabled until the next meeting. Lacking a second, the motion to table failed.

Main motion passed, 3 to 0 vote, with one abstention (Adam).

Adjournment

[8:45 pm] The meeting was adjourned at 8:45 pm.
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