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Minutes of the July 23, 2019 meeting of Advisory Neighborhood Commission 1D

These minutes accepted at the ______, 2019 meeting.

Meeting call to order

[7:00 pm] At 7:00 pm, Commissioner McKay, in the absence of the Chair and the Vice-Chair, called the
meeting to order. Present were three of the five Commissioners, Jack McKay, Robin Sandenburgh, 
and Chelsea Allinger, constituting a quorum. 

Agenda approval

[7:02 pm] The commission approved the agenda for the evening

Public discussion

[7:03 pm] The meeting continued with the Public Discussion period. Commissioner Romero-Latin 
arrived at 7:06 pm.

During this period, Ann Cashion described plans to open a Taqueria Nacional restaurant at the Los 
Compadres site on Mount Pleasant Street. Jack moved that, should this venture request a stipulated 
liquor license during the two months until the next ANC1D meeting, he be authorized, as Secretary, 
to provide the necessary letter of ANC support. Motion approved, 4 to 0 vote.

Commission Officer and Committee reports 

[7:16 pm] Yasmin reported briefly.

Secretary’s report

[7:52 pm] No corrections being offered for the June meeting minutes, those minutes were declared 
accepted.
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Treasurer's report

[7:19 pm] Chelsea noted that the Q3FY2019 report had been distributed to the commissioners for 
review, and was ready for submission. Jack affirmed that the accounting was accurate. Quarterly 
report approved, 4 to 0 vote.

Chelsea observed that Jack was about to be billed $152.64 for the hosting of the ANC website, and 
requested approval in advance for reimbursement, given that the ANC would not meet again until 
late September. Reimbursement approved, 4 to 0 vote.

MPD session

[7:20 pm] Lieutenant Hodge led a session concerning police matters.

Unfinished business: DDOT study of Harvard Street and Columbia Road

[7:26 pm] Chelsea asked that she be permitted to withdraw this motion, moved and seconded at the 
June meeting. Withdrawal approved, 4 to 0 vote.

Conversion of Addis Paris Cafe liquor license to “tavern”

[7:26 pm] Jack moved the following resolution:

Resolved, that ANC1D advises the Alcoholic Beverage Regulation Administration to approve the 
license change, from "C" Restaurant to "C" Tavern, for the Addis Paris Cafe, License ABRA-
110083, 3103 Mount Pleasant Street NW.

Why: Tavern licenses are commonplace in Mount Pleasant, better suited to small, inexpensive 
restaurants than conventional restaurant licenses. Haydee's, Don Jaime's, Elle, and Mola are tavern 
licensees in Mount Pleasant which serve the neighborhood well. That the liquor licenses are 
"tavern", rather than "restaurant", has not been a problem.

Passed, 4 to 0 vote.

Changes to the left turn from Columbia Road onto Harvard Street NW

[7:27 pm] Chelsea moved the following:

Resolved, that ANC 1D requests that DDOT identify and recommend interventions that make it 
possible for bicycles eastbound in the Columbia Road NW bike lane to safely turn left from 
Columbia Road NW onto Harvard Street NW, improve safety for pedestrians at all crossings at the 
intersection, and improve the left turn for buses and cars. This includes but is not limited to: 
studying options for signal timing improvements across the entire intersection, exploring the 
possibility of a left turn arrow, and identifying physical improvements.

Why: The left turn from Columbia Road NW to Harvard Street NW is one of the primary 
"gateways" into Mount Pleasant for cyclists, and yet executing a left turn is unsafe and ambiguous in
several ways. It involves weaving through cars to move from the bike lane into the left turn lane. 
There are no visual cues (such as a green box along the crosswalk) to alert drivers to the likely 
presence of bicycles. The traffic signals are highly ambiguous (for cars and buses as well as bikes) 
in a number of ways: westbound traffic on Columbia Road NW has a green light at times that cannot
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be predicted from the perspective of an eastbound traveler in the turn lane. There is no left turn 
arrow. The high volume of westbound traffic means bikes, cars, and buses seeking to turn left onto 
Harvard often wait in the intersection until their light turns red, resulting in an illegal and unsafe left 
turn on red. These are just some of the challenges with this left turn, and the intersection as a whole 
-- a timely, comprehensive analysis by DDOT is warranted.

Passed, 4 to 0.

Pedestrian and bicycle safety improvements along Harvard Street 

[7:38 pm] Chelsea moved the following:

Resolved, that ANC 1D asks DDOT to study potential pedestrian and bicycle safety improvements 
along Harvard Street NW, including assessing the feasibility of a protected bike lane created by 
swapping the locations of the existing bike lane and parking spaces.

Why: Cars frequently speed along Harvard Street NW from Rabaut Park to Adams Mill Road, 
creating unsafe conditions for pedestrians and bicyclists. In particular, pedestrians often cross 
Harvard Street NW as they walk to and from Lanier Place NW and 18th Street NW, and a high 
volume of pedestrians, many of them unfamiliar with the area, access the National Zoo where 
Harvard Street NW intersects with Adams Mill Road NW. Bicyclists traveling in the area navigate 
heavy car and pedestrian traffic. A bike lane currently exists on Harvard Street NW, but its 
placement between parked cars and the driving lane contributes to the sense of Harvard Street NW 
as a wide road, which encourages drivers to speed. Moving the current bike lane in between the 
parked cars and sidewalk could create a protected bike lane and have overall traffic calming effects 
with little or no impact on street parking spaces. While much of the street is too narrow for such a 
shift, preliminary information from DDOT suggests that Harvard Street NW between Lanier Place 
NW and Adams Mill Road NW may be wide enough to flip the bike lane and parking spaces in this 
way; however, additional study of feasibility is needed. ANC 1D requests this feasibility study as 
part of a more comprehensive look at pedestrian and bicycle safety along Harvard Street NW.

Passed, 4 to 0.

Support of Designating the 2700 Block of Quarry Road as "Casilda Luna Way"

[8:04 pm] Chelsea introduced this resolution:

Resolved, that ANC 1D supports the ceremonial renaming of the 2700 block of Quarry Road 
Northwest, between Columbia Road and Lanier Place Northwest, as Casilda Luna Way and 
recommends the Council of the District of Columbia designate the block as such.

Why: Mount Pleasant has long been home to a vibrant Latinx community. Casilda Luna, who 
immigrated to Washington, D.C. from the Dominican Republic in 1962, is considered the "Abuelita"
(Grandmother) of the District of Columbia Latinx community for her pioneering work on the 
community's development and advancement. In addition to serving as a social worker, Casilda Luna 
played a key role in the founding of many community agencies and organizations, many of which 
served and continue to serve Mount Pleasant residents. These include the Mayor's Office on Latino 
Affairs, The Hispanic Festival, the Latin American Youth Center, VIDA Senior Center, Latina 
Women In Action, and the Imperial Tenants Association. Casilda Luna has lived on the 2700 block 
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of Quarry Road Northwest for many years, and the ceremonial renaming of the block would help to 
draw deserved attention to her legacy and impact.

Passed, 4 to 0.

Funding for La Fiesta del Barrio 

[8:10 pm] Yasmin introduced this resolution:

Resolved, that ANC 1D approves the expenditure of up to $6,040 in commission funds to support La
Fiesta del Barrio on September 8, 2019, during Hispanic Heritage Month, in Mount Pleasant. This 
support is expected to include DC government permits (including DCRA and DDOT), salt trucks to 
block the ends of the streets, MPD's required on-site presence, and event equipment or supplies like 
chairs, tables, and tents.

Why: La Fiesta del Barrio, hosted by La Clinica del Pueblo, is one of the best grassroots Latino 
events in the DMV -- because community is central to its success. La Fiesta will feature an 
experience of cultural entertainment, art, food, dance, and health activities. Attendees will leave 
feeling part of a larger community and driven to ensuring it’s an inclusive and just community that 
fosters health for all, a core value of Mount Pleasant. La Fiesta will be free and open to the public. 
Expected community benefits include:

• Free health screenings

• Positive and unifying interactions between community partners that deepen and amplify our 
shared goals for a more equitable, inclusive, and just community

• Community engagement and intergenerational connections

• Learning opportunities through storytelling

• Engaging 70 local volunteers

• Engaging local businesses, especially on Mount Pleasant Street

Passed, 4 to 0.

Adjournment

[8:17 pm] Jack moved adjournment. Meeting adjourned, 8:17 pm.
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