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Minutes of the February 26, 2019 meeting of Advisory Neighborhood 
Commission 1D

These minutes accepted at the ___________, 2019 meeting.

Meeting call to order

[7:04 pm] At 7:04 pm, Chair Jon Stewart called the meeting to order. Present were four of the five 
Commissioners, Jon, Robin Sandenburgh, Jack McKay, and Chelsea Allinger, constituting a 
quorum. Julio Gonzalez provided simultaneous Spanish interpretation. 

Jon moved that a visitor with a high school assignment be allotted three minutes for his presentation 
about voting. Approved, 4 to 0.

Public discussion

[7:06 pm] The meeting continued with the Public Discussion period. Carolina Geraldo, of Council-
member Nadeau's office, and Reuben Forman, Ward 1 Liaison for the Mayor's office, spoke.

Yasmin Romero-Latin arrived at 7:07 pm.

Committee reports

[7:12 pm] Jon offered a report on transportation issues in Mount Pleasant.

19th and Lamont meeting

[7:14 pm] Chelsea noted that the public meeting about plans for the 19th and Lamont parcel has been 
rescheduled to March 28, 6:30 to 8:30 pm, at the Mount Pleasant Library.

Secretary’s report

[7:18 pm] No corrections being offered for the January meeting minutes, those minutes were declared 
accepted.
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Treasurer's report

[7:18 pm] Chelsea reviewed the routine expenditures for the month.

Gabriel Stevanus

[7:20 pm] Resident Gabriel Stevanus spoke on the topic of ranked-choice voting, as a high school 
assignment.

Approve concept for new carriage house at 3305-3307 18th St NW

[7:22 pm] Jon introduced this resolution:

Resolved, that ANC 1D, having reviewed the design for a new carriage house at 3305-3307 18th St 
NW, advises the Historic Preservation Office to pronounce it compatible with the Mount Pleasant 
Historic District, and to place it on the upcoming consent agenda for the Historic Preservation 
Review Board.

Why: The new design carefully reads on many elements of the previous carriage house. The 
footprint expansion is modest and a clear upgrade over the haphazard first story extensions that 
compromised the original structure. The additional dormers are not excessive and will permit 
additional light and air for the upper story. They also ameliorate some of the vexatious issues of 
siting, symmetry, and shared ownership of the structure between the two properties, with each 
owners’ side of the structure treated similarly and adequately.

Most garages in Mount Pleasant are nondescript one story boxes, but there is a great deal of 
variation among the larger carriage houses. Comparing those to these designs, we see no reason why
the proposed structure would be incompatible with the Historic District. As such, it should be 
permitted.

Finally, we note that the homeowners have engaged their neighbors and their plans enjoy wide 
support in the neighborhood.

Approved, 5 to 0 vote.

Advise ABRA to terminate the settlement agreement for the Purple Patch 

[7:29 pm] Jack introduced this resolution:

Resolved, that ANC1D advises the Alcoholic Beverage Regulation Administration to terminate the 
settlement agreement (voluntary agreement) with the Purple Patch Restaurant, 3155 Mount Pleasant 
Street NW, ABRA-098066.

Why: Conditions have changed greatly in Mount Pleasant since this agreement was established, 
almost 20 years ago, and it is no longer necessary nor appropriate.

Approved, 5 to 0 vote.

Allow Class B liquor license for the Brown Street Market

[7:35 pm] Jack offered this resolution:

Resolved, that ANC1D advises the Alcoholic Beverage Control Board, and the Alcoholic Beverage 
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Regulation Administration, to allow Ayda Inc., the Brown Street Market, License # 110967, a Class 
B Retailer liquor license.

Why: The Commission recognizes that current law prohibits the issuance of new liquor licenses to 
establishments located in residential zones (DC Code § 25-336(a)), more than 400 feet from an 
existing licensee. But this location, 3320 Brown Street Northwest, is only modestly beyond the 400-
foot criterion, and did in fact function as a Class B Retailer licensee for many years, without known 
concern from the nearby neighbors. Our ANC records are very limited, but show that the Brown 
Street Market was operating with a Class B Retailer license as long ago as 2001, and as recently as 
2016. In July of that year, the Brown Street Market requested a change to Retailer Class A, a change 
that was endorsed by this ANC. Evidently before that change was approved, the Class B license, 
ABRA-090871, was transferred to a new owner (July 13, 2016). Apparently the change was 
approved, because in March, 2017, the Class A license, ABRA-104007. was put in safekeeping. 

In April, 2017, the Class B license, ABRA-101092, was cancelled, for reasons not given, but 
evidently leaving the Class A in place. It was at about this time that the market ceased operation. 

This background is pertinent because the prohibition on liquor licenses in residential zones pertains 
only to new licenses, not to existing licenses being transferred to a new owner. In February, 2019, 
the current owner requested the transfer of that existing Class A license, but the ABC Board denied 
the transfer, for reasons not given in the announcement of disposition, but we have been told that it 
was due to the time elapsed since the market was closed, just under two years.

This Commission cannot find such a time limit imposed on a license transfer. The Brown Street 
Market had a Retailer's Liquor License, Class B, until 2016, and a Class A thereafter. The temporary 
cessation of operation by the market does not, so far as we know, automatically cancel the license, 
and prevent its transfer to a new owner.

We on this Commission want to do what best serves the neighborhood. The Brown Street Market, in 
its odd corner-market location, has long served the neighborhood well, including as a Class B 
Retailer licensee. We believe the neighborhood would be best served by a resumption of operations 
of that market with a Class B license. The Class B license would better serve the neighborhood than 
no liquor license, and may also be essential for financial viability of this small market. 

In short, the Mount Pleasant neighborhood would be best served by the resumption of operations of 
the Brown Street Market, which likely necessitates a Class B liquor license in order to be viable, and
would be consistent with its past operation over many years. This could be accomplished by the 
transfer of the old Class B license to the new owner, or by the transfer of the Class A, followed by a 
change to Class B, as the new owner informs us would satisfy him.

Approved, 5 to 0 vote.

Add the Argyle Building to the U Street/14th Street Great Streets Neighborhood 
Retail Priority Area

[7:42 pm] Jon introduced this resolution:

Resolved that ANC1D advises the Deputy Mayor for Planning and Economic Development to adjust
the Mount Pleasant Street/U Street/14th Street Neighborhood Retail Priority Area to include the 
Argyle building, 3220 17th Street NW.

Why: The Argyle building, and specifically the Argyle Convenience Store in that building, abuts 
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Mount Pleasant Street, despite its 17th Street address, the two streets merging at that location. The 
Convenience Store in particular has a long history of operation in Mount Pleasant. The currently 
designated area incorporates a number of commercial establishments on the west side of Mount 
Pleasant Street, and the inclusion of the Argyle Building will be a logical continuation of that policy.

Excluding the Argyle Building, and the Argyle Convenience Store, excluded alone from the Great 
Streets in Mount Pleasant, puts them at a competitive disadvantage versus other commercial 
establishments in the Mount Pleasant commercial corridor.

Approved, 5 to 0 vote.

Clarify the definition of “penthouse” to exclude structures which are not on 
multistory buildings facing city streets

[7:52 pm] Jack introduced this resolution:

Resolved that ANC1D advises the Zoning Commission to clarify the definition of “penthouse” to 
exclude structures which are not on multistory buildings facing city streets.

Why: the term “penthouse” is given an extremely broad definition by the Zoning Regulations: “a 
structure on or above the roof of any building”. The DCRA Zoning Administrator has felt compelled
by this very broad definition to apply “penthouse” regulations to structures which do not fit the 
generally accepted notion of a “penthouse”, in particular, decks on the roof of alley garages. 

It's evident from the discussions of the Zoning Regulations as they were being determined that the 
Zoning Commission had in mind tall buildings facing city streets. This is clear from the repeated 
references to the Height Act, and to the occasional reference to “Non-low Density Residential 
Development”. A ten-foot-tall garage on an alley cannot be considered a potential violation of the 
Height Act, even if topped with an eight-foot-tall fence, as one sees in many row-house neighbor-
hoods. And the Height Act applies to structures along the District's city streets, not its alleys.

The DCRA's application of the penthouse regulations to low, alley-facing structures has led to 
unfortunate rulings, specifically the practical prohibition of garage-roof decks on alley garages. A 
six-foot setback, front and sides, on a roof perhaps 20 feet square, reduces the usable deck area by 
more than 70 percent, to dimensions barely adequate for a picnic table. The public does not benefit 
from such a drastic reduction in usable garage-roof space, and virtually every existing garage-roof 
deck in the District is rendered contrary to the zoning regulations.

Plainly the definition of “penthouse” should be such that only tall structures facing city streets 
would be subject to these setback regulations. 

Approved, 5 to 0 vote.

MPD

[7:59 pm] An MPD sergeant addressed the assembly.

Office of Unified Communications

[8:09 pm] Marcellus Walker of the Office of Unified Communications spoke about 311 and 911 
communications. 
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Adjournment

[8:12 pm] Jack moved adjournment. Meeting adjourned, 8:12 pm.
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