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Remove tree box enclosures and tree box bars in Lamont Park

RESOLVED: ANC 1D advises that DPR (Department of Parks and Recreation) and DGS (Department of 
General Services) assist Mount Pleasant to have brick tree enclosures and tree box bars in Lamont Park 
removed and be replaced by circular benches. In addition it requests that a new tree be planted in the tree 
box on the north east side of the park. 

WHY: While tree box enclosures and grates in Lamont Park were initially installed to protect trees, they 
create more problems than benefits. The grates are dangerous for young children playing in them and create 
an unfortunate nest for trash build-up. The brick tree box enclosures inhibit the growth of tree roots and 
proper rain water drainage which cause bricks and mortar to continually crack and need repair.  The tree 
box enclosures are often used as seats. Circular benches with arms would give residents a place to sit in the 
shade and at the same time provide the benefits of a tree box without the disadvantage of inhibiting tree 
water and root growth. Arms on the benches and the circular shape will discourage overnight sleeping. The 
tree on the north east side of Lamont Park died over a year ago and a replacement has been requested 
multiple times to DPR. 

Passed by 3 to 0 vote  at the legally noticed, public meeting of ANC1D on July 16, 2013, with a 
quorum present. Voting “yes”:  Commissioners Hoey, McKay, Greimer. A quorum for this commission 
is three; three commissioners were present. 
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