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School playground lead levels

Resolved, that ANC 1D advises the Department of General Services (DGS) to release the specific parts-per-
million (PPM) levels detected at DC school playgrounds in conducting lead testing of poured-in-place (PIP) 
playground surfaces, and to re-test those sites with elevated tests to ensure the efficacy of remediation. ANC 1D 
further advises the DC Council to investigate the handling of this project in its oversight of DGS.

Why: Lead testing requires the utmost commitment to transparency by District government agencies. In concert 
with DCPS and DOEE, DGS recently conducted lead testing of school playgrounds with “poured-in-place” 
rubber surfaces, and released the results to the public. Those results indicate that 17 playground sites, including 
Bancroft Elementary School within ANC 1D, tested positive for levels exceeding the EPA’s hazard standards for 
lead in bare soil of 400ppm, and DGS conducted remediation activities for those sites.

However, DGS has not released the actual results from testing. There is wide consensus that lead is unsafe at any
level, and while the EPA standard is helpful, it should not be considered the sole factor in determining whether 
remediation is necessary. Information about the actual lead levels detected at the playgrounds must be made 
public so that parents can make informed decisions about the hazards facing their children. Additionally, DGS 
should conduct new tests at remediated sites in order to gauge the efficacy of remediation.

Resolution passed, 4 to 0 vote, at the legally noticed, public meeting of ANC1D on September 24, 2019, with a 
quorum present. Voting “yes”:  Commissioners Stewart, McKay, Sandenburgh, Allinger. A quorum for this 
commission is three; four commissioners were present. 

Jack McKay, Secretary, ANC1D 
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