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Restore curbside parking on 18th Street

Resolved, that ANC1D advises DDOT to restore three of the four curbside parking spaces lost as a result of 
increased no-parking spacing adjacent to the alley between Park Road and Monroe Street NW, by setting 
the no-parking spacing at 10 feet for three of the four directions, while leaving the critical direction, facing 
north from the alley on the west side of 18th, at 20 to 25 feet.

Why: The legally specified minimum distance from a parked car to an alley is five feet, which is evidently 
deemed a safe distance for drivers exiting the alley (see DCMR 18, 2405.2(a)). But in early October, the no-
parking signs adjacent to the alley exits on 18th Street, just north of Park Road, were moved to a much 
larger distance, 20 to 25 feet from that alley. The result is a loss of four curbside parking spaces for 
residents, in a neighborhood where curbside parking is already scarce.

This commission understands that the alley to the west from 18th Street is a special situation, because the 
nine homes along the south side of this alley, fronting on Park Road, use the alley for their principal access, 
including mail delivery, due to the height of those homes above Park Road. The initial request for additional
spacing at the 18th Street alley exit was based on the difficulty in seeing 18th Street traffic approaching 
from the north. The commission is content to leave that spacing as it currently stands, 25 feet.

However, the extra spacing at the other three locations is not warranted. The alley on the east side of 18th 
Street is an ordinary alley, not used for mail or delivery vehicle access, so the 5 foot spacing set by the 
Municipal Regulations is appropriate. Furthermore, drivers exiting the alley on the west side are concerned 
about traffic approaching from their left, not traffic approaching from the right. 

Passed by 3 to 1 vote  at the legally noticed, public meeting of ANC1D on February 18, 2014, with a 
quorum present. Voting “yes”:  Commissioners Hoey, McKay, Romero-Latin. Voting “no”: 
Commissioner Terrell. A quorum for this commission is three; four commissioners were present. 
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