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Reject security measures at the Zoo

Resolved, that Advisory Neighborhood Commission (ANC) 1D: 

(1) Advises the National Capital Planning Commission (NCPC) to reject the Smithsonian 
Institution’s request (NPC file #7986) to install additional security measures at the National 
Zoological Park; and

(2) Advises the Smithsonian Institution to hold regular community outreach meetings (at least once
every three months) to gather input from residents, city agencies, and other organizations on 
topics that affect the neighborhoods adjacent to the Zoo, including, but not limited to, traffic 
issues, planned closures, or new construction.

Why:

Mount Pleasant residents are concerned regarding a proposal by the Smithsonian Institution to install 
additional security measures – which include new fencing, the barricading of existing pedestrian 
entrances, and security checkpoints – at the National Zoological Park.

We are concerned because this proposal stands to impede critical pedestrian thoroughfares between 
Mount Pleasant and points west of Rock Creek Park. This proposal also represents a stark deviation 
from the inclusive and approachable atmosphere that we seek to foster in our community.

To our knowledge, the Smithsonian Institution has not sought the input of residents in the adjacent 
Mount Pleasant, Woodley Park, or Cleveland Park neighborhoods regarding this security proposal. The 
Smithsonian Institution has also not provided a clear rationale as to why the Zoo needs new security 
measures. Therefore, until the Smithsonian conducts community outreach and clearly outlines what 
credible security risks the new security measures will mitigate, we advise the NCPC to reject this 
proposal from the Smithsonian Institution.

Regular community outreach could have mitigated our concerns about the proposed security measures. 
Additionally, community outreach conducted by the Smithsonian could also help the Zoo gather input 
or solve problems in partnership with residents, city agencies, and other organizations. For instance, 
regarding the need for sustainable transportation, the Zoo's site admittedly does not align perfectly with
current mass transit options. Traffic congestion on Connecticut Avenue and Beach Drive are already 
bad and the new parking garage may trigger induced demand of further car traffic, which will detract 
from the experience of visiting the Zoo (or just driving and walking near the Zoo). However, the Zoo is
a vital and well-loved neighbor, and District government entities can help it integrate alternative 
transportation systems, like shuttle buses, rideshare, and bicycles.

Simply put, as Mount Pleasant residents, we value the inclusiveness and walkability of our community. 
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We reject the notion that our built environment needs more security theater at the expense of our 
quality of life. We ask the Smithsonian and the Zoo to consider regular community outreach meetings 
as a way of resolving these issues. 

Resolution passed, 4 to 0 vote, at the legally noticed, public meeting of ANC1D on July 24, 2018, with 
a quorum present. Voting “yes”:  Commissioners Stewart, McKay, Romero-Latin, Karaffa. A quorum 
for this commission is three; four commissioners were present. 
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