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ANC1D objects to the procedures of ANC redistricting 
ANC1D advises the District Council that the procedures followed by the Ward One ANC  
Redistricting Task Force, under the guidance of the Office of Planning, were fundamentally  
flawed, and contrary to law. This is not to advise that the current redistricting results be  
changed, but that the process be corrected for the next redistricting effort, in 2021.

First, the Task Force should be fairly 
representative of the entire ward. This 
is explicit in the DC Code: “§ 1-
1041.01(b) In appointing the members 
of a ward task force, each Council-
member shall give full consideration to 
assuring fair representation for all 
racial and ethnic minorities, women, 
and geographical areas in his or her 
ward.” This prescription was ignored, 
and the Ward One Task Force was 
dominated by the residents of one 
corner of the ward. Despite being 
profoundly nonrepresentative of the 
geographical areas of the ward, these 
task force members were permitted to 
dictate the redistricting results for the 
entire ward.

Second, ANC areas should be defined first, then those ANC areas divided into SMDs, not the 
other way around. The intent of the DC Code establishing ANCs and SMDs ought to be clear:
§ 1-309.02. Advisory Neighborhood Commission areas. There are hereby established in the 
District of Columbia Advisory Neighborhood Commission areas, . . .
§ 1-309.03. Single-member districts. (a) The Council shall, by act, establish single-member 
districts for each of the neighborhood commission areas in § 1-309.02. . . .

That is, ANC areas are to be defined first, according to what makes sense to the task force, then 
those ANC areas divided into SMDs. But the instructions given the task forces, requiring that 
SMD populations be 2000, plus or minus 5%, reverse this process, compelling the task forces to 
force changes on the ANC boundaries, violating neighborhood sensibilities, in order to fit all 
SMDs into a 1900-to-2100 population box.
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“Neighborhood cohesiveness” can be invoked to get around this problem, and did allow, in the 
end, ANC 1D to keep its current boundaries, despite having a population that could not, without 
great difficulty, be divided into 2000-population SMDs. But factors such as “neighborhood 
cohesiveness” should be the rule, the guiding principle for ANC redistricting, not the exception. 

Passed by 4 to 1 vote , with one abstention, at the legally noticed, public meeting of ANC1D on February 21,  
2012, with a quorum present. Voting “yes”:  Commissioners McKay, Wilson Phelan, Scott, Terrell. Voting “no”:  
Commissioner Edwards. Abstaining: Commissioner Romero-Castillo.
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