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Oppose the Oakwood Terrace Design Concept

 RESOLVED: ANC 1D advises the Historic Preservation Review Board to reject the design concept currently
proposed at 17th St. NW and Oakwood Terrace (3430, 3432 Oakwood Terrace).

WHY: The proposed design does not follow guidelines for new construction in historic districts of the District
of Columbia.  Specific design shortcomings include orientation, proportion, rhythm, massing, height, exterior
materials, roof shape, and ornamentation.  ANC 1D advises the HPRB of the following issues and concerns 
regarding the currently proposed plans:

(1)  The proposed building will sit at a raised point of entry to (or exit from) the neighborhood and will be 
visible on all four sides.  Special attention should thus be given to the overall shape of the building.  While 
the project is proposed as two rowhouses, the ordinary rowhouse form – essentially a box with decorative 
elements on the front and back – does not suit this site.  A more sculptural approach is needed.

(2)  The orientation of the building, with a rear elevation on 17th Street and a blank side wall facing its 
nearest neighbor, is problematic. The building permit for 3434 Oakwood Terrace shows that the house was 
turned to face the vacant lot to the south after the building inspector found that “it will not go on this lot the 
way is it laid off [sic].”  The vacant lot was then recognized as its “parking terrace.”  The applicant thus 
proposes to build in the officially recognized front yard of the adjacent house, a situation without precedent in
the historic district.  The proposal would require the houses on the west side of 17th Street to face the rear of 
the new building, close to the street and approximately 50 feet in height.

(3)  The building should not look like an apartment building.  If two rowhouses are intended, there should be 
a repetition of features between them that makes this use obvious. Those features should reflect the elements 
(such as windows and rooflines) of historic homes nearby as opposed to the non-contributing apartment 
building at 3410 17th Street. For example, double-hung windows should be substituted for some of the 
sliding glass doors in the current proposal.  A mansard or gabled roofline would be more in keeping with the 
historic context.

(4)  Similarly, materials used should reflect those of historic properties.  The cedar panels and metal balconies
and trellises proposed to accent the brick are not consistent with surrounding properties or with contributing 
properties generally within the historic district.  Moreover, the vertical lines of the different materials echo 
the lines of the apartment house across the street.  If accents are needed to complement the brick, another 
kind of masonry would seem indicated, applied in a more traditional manner. 

(5)  As parking for two cars is required by zoning for new construction of this kind, the best solution here 
would appear to be surface parking.

(6)  The neighborhood remains very concerned about the damage that will inevitably be done to the red oak 
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tree and the ramifications of the excavation and shoring that will be required to build on this site. The 
neighborhood will seek further review of these aspects by other agencies and would appreciate the 
cooperation of the Historic Preservation Office where appropriate. 

Passed by 3 to 0 vote at the legally noticed, public meeting of ANC1D on November 18, 2014, with a quorum 
present. Voting “yes”:  Commissioners Hoey, McKay, Greiner. A quorum for this commission is three; three 
commissioners were present. 
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