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Concerning HPO's Draft Sustainability Guide of Existing and Historic Properties

Resolved, that ANC 1D advises the Historic Preservation Office that the Draft Sustainability Guide of 
Existing and Historic Properties is not yet suitable for adoption and it should make substantial revisions
to the guide for clarity and to better reflect the central importance of sustainability to historic 
preservation, collaborating as closely with Department of Energy and Environment staff and 
environmental organizations and advocates on these revisions as it would with preservation groups. 
Further, ANC 1D advises the Mayor and the Committee of the Whole of the DC Council to pay close 
attention to this matter in their oversight of the Office of Planning.

Why: Faced with certain climate change, updated guidelines concerning sustainability are critically 
important and HPO is absolutely right to devote considerable resources to this effort, especially 
considering the large proportion of DC protected by historic preservation designation. However, these 
guidelines must go further. Without greater sustainability, preservation of historic properties is doomed 
in the long-term.

In particular, the invisibility of sustainability features must not be required. Rooftop solar panels will 
likely not be a permanent solution to renewable energy, but they represent an important bridge 
technology to widespread carbon-free energy, and they also pass the reversibility test in most 
circumstances. This rationale applies even more strongly to rain barrels, whose installation is 
subsidized by DOEE. With greater variance in the amount of rain the District receives and the 
environmental deficit of the Chesapeake Bay that must be reversed, rain barrels are a cheap and 
important feature for managing stormwater runoff. Stormwater runoff is especially vital to historic 
preservation in Mount Pleasant as the foundations of many homes have shifted over the past century. 
HPO must find ways to permit wider use of these and other sustainability measures, and the issue of 
visibility alone must not trump their use.

Additionally, the guide spends several pages devoted to the sustainability benefits of preservation over 
new construction, but this treatment is misleading and self-serving. It ignores population growth and 
the enormous opportunity costs, both to affordability and sustainability, that come with restrictive land 
use. On a per-capita basis, dense cities are unmatched at minimizing environmental impact. Until the 
Office of Planning fully accounts for such opportunity costs in its designation process and offsets them,
historic preservation designation will be inherently detrimental to sustainability.

Resolution passed, 4 to 0 vote, at the legally noticed, public meeting of ANC1D on July 24, 2018, with 
a quorum present. Voting “yes”:  Commissioners Stewart, McKay, Romero-Latin, Karaffa. A quorum 
for this commission is three; four commissioners were present. 
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