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Public Space permit for Don Juan's Restaurant

Resolved, that ANC1D advises the Public Space Committee to approve the application by Don Juan's 
Restaurant for an expansion of the sidewalk cafe into the public space abutting 17th Street.

Why: ANC1D believes that the proposed use of public space meets the sidewalk cafe criteria of DCMR 24, 
305.5:

(1) the public currently makes no use of this bit of land, which is fenced-in lawn;

(2) the increase in the number of sidewalk cafe tables will presumably lead to more patronage, and hence, 
more sales-tax revenue for the District;

(3) the use of the area as “picnic grounds” will be a public gain over the current fenced-off disuse; and

(4) the use of this area as sidewalk cafe will not be harmful to the residents across the street.

The last condition is most significant, as the west side of this street is zoned R-4, residential, whereas the 
restaurant's block is zoned C-2-A, commercial. Noise from the people using this area could be troublesome 
for these nearby residents. ANC1D has inquired, and, while concerns have been expressed by some 
residents about possible late-night noise, the proprietor of the restaurant has a long history of taking care to 
prevent disturbance to his 17th Street neighbors. ANC1D is confident that Mr Ferrufino will continue that 
policy, and will take care to prevent any late-night noise from this expansion of his sidewalk cafe.

Passed by 5 to 0 vote  at the legally noticed, public meeting of ANC1D on May 21, 2013, with a 
quorum present. Voting “yes”:  Commissioners Hoey, McKay, Terrell, Greiner, Romero-Latin. A 
quorum for this commission is three; five commissioners were present. 
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