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Halt implementation of demolition by neglect

Resolved, ANC 1D urges the Mayor, and the District of Columbia Office of Planning, to suspend 
implementation of rulemaking that would allow the government to force repairs to historic homes, and 
saddle homeowners with the bill.  This rulemaking is inadequate until specific provisions are included that 
would ensure homeowners receive prior notice of the Government's intent to force repairs.  Additionally, the 
rulemaking must protect homeowners from losing their homes because they either did not understand the 
action against them or could not afford to make the repairs as demanded.  For reference, the rulemaking 
would add a new Chapter 8, PREVENTION OF DEMOLITION BY NEGLECT to Title 10, PLANNING 
AND DEVELOPMENT, Subtitle C, HISTORIC PRESERVATION (Rulemaking).

Why:  This Commission is extremely concerned that the District government would not fairly administer 
this Rulemaking to protect residents and preserve neighborhoods.  Ideally, the law would prevent 
developers from sitting on historic homes, refusing to make expensive repairs until the property is so 
beyond repair that it can be razed and rebuilt under less stringent restrictions.  The necessity of this 
Rulemaking is unclear, however, given the two-tiered tax structure for vacant and blighted properties.  

As it stands, the Rulemaking allows the District to ignore the fact that a homeowner is actually living in the 
home. It also ignores the fact that many homeowners living in a historic district did not choose to buy in a 
historic district and may have opposed the conversion of their neighborhood into a historic district.   It also 
ignores the fact that if a homeowners is to be required to make repairs -- particularly those that are likely to 
cost in the thousands of dollars -- the homeowners should be given prior notice that the Government is 
intending to force expenses on the homeowner.  

Most importantly, there is nothing in this Rulemaking to ensure that it will not be used to further displace 
the elderly and persons of low to moderate incomes who have owned their District homes for several 
decades. 

Passed by 3 to 0 vote  at the legally noticed, public meeting of ANC1D on September 17, 2013, with a 
quorum present. Voting “yes”:  Commissioners Hoey, Terrell, McKay. A quorum for this commission is  
three; three commissioners were present. 
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