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Concerning 3428-3432 Oakwood Terrace NW

RESOLVED, in relation to any proposed development at 3428-3432 Oakwood Terrace, ANC1D 
advises the District of Columbia Historic Preservation Office to:

(1) respect the 1902 covenant that “no building be erected on lots within 15 feet of the street line” of 
both Oakwood Terrace and 17th Street, given the centrality of the covenant as a character defining 
attribute of buildings on Oakwood Terrace and its similar functioning to the public parking common to 
other DC streets, consistent with the L'Enfant Plan and Public Realm Design Manual;

(2) consider preservation of the Heritage white oak tree as an essential Landscape Feature; and

(3)  view any proposed development on these parcels in light of its compatibility with the immediate 
environs;

in ensuring such development is compatible with the historic character of the neighborhood. 
 
WHY: The ANC acknowledges the property owner's right to build on these parcels. However, 
compatibility with the Mount Pleasant Historic District demands that any new construction must meet 
the high architectural bar set by the neighborhood's contributing structures and be contextually 
appropriate with adjacent properties. While the preliminary plans recently reviewed by HPO mimic 
some of the rowhouses on the east side of Oakwood Terrace, the west side lacks rowhouses, making the
proposed structures incompatible with neighboring properties on the west side of Oakwood Terrace and
on the west side of 17th St NW. Because the property is prominently exposed to both 17th Street and 
Oakwood Terrace, the development should be compatible with both streetscapes in terms of elevation 
and other design features. 

The parcel's siting so close to the intersection of 17th St NW and Newton St NW also argues for the 
south and west elevations to be as important in design as for the east elevation. The south side of the 
property functions as a visual "gateway" to this part of the neighborhood and Rock Creek Park, and the 
design features of this facade are thus important, especially given the historic role of this segment of 
17th St NW as the "Roosevelt entrance" to Rock Creek Park. 

Finally, given President Roosevelt's familiarity with the heritage white oak tree in the northwest corner 
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of the parcel, the rationale behind the District's Tree Canopy Protection Amendment Act of 2016, and 
the tree's relationship to the very name of the place, i.e., Oakwood Terrace, the Purposes of the District 
Historic Landmark and Historic District Act of 1978 clearly apply to this tree as a Landscape Feature 
and therefore it must be safeguarded in any plans considered by the Historic Preservation Office.

Resolution passed, 5 to 0 vote, at the legally noticed, public meeting of ANC1D on May 21, 2019, with 
a quorum present. Voting “yes”:  Commissioners Stewart, Romero-Latin, Allinger, McKay, 
Sandenburgh. A quorum for this commission is three; five commissioners were present. 
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