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Permit liquor license for the Brown Street Market

Resolved, that ANC1D advises the Alcoholic Beverage Control Board, and the Alcoholic Beverage 
Regulation Administration, to allow Ayda Inc., the Brown Street Market, License # 110967, a Class B 
Retailer liquor license.

Why: The Commission recognizes that current law prohibits the issuance of new liquor licenses to 
establishments located in residential zones (DC Code § 25-336(a)), more than 400 feet from an existing
licensee. But this location, 3320 Brown Street Northwest, is only modestly beyond the 400-foot 
criterion, and did in fact function as a Class B Retailer licensee for many years, without known concern
from the nearby neighbors. Our ANC records are very limited, but show that the Brown Street Market 
was operating with a Class B Retailer license as long ago as 2001, and as recently as 2016. In July of 
that year, the Brown Street Market requested a change to Retailer Class A, a change that was endorsed 
by this ANC. Evidently before that change was approved, the Class B license, ABRA-090871, was 
transferred to a new owner (July 13, 2016). Apparently the change was approved, because in March, 
2017, the Class A license, ABRA-104007. was put in safekeeping. 

In April, 2017, the Class B license, ABRA-101092, was cancelled, for reasons not given, but evidently 
leaving the Class A in place. It was at about this time that the market ceased operation. 

This background is pertinent because the
prohibition on liquor licenses in residential zones
pertains only to new licenses, not to existing
licenses being transferred to a new owner. In
February, 2019, the current owner requested the
transfer of that existing Class A license, but the
ABC Board denied the transfer, for reasons not
given in the announcement of disposition, but we
have been told that it was due to the time elapsed
since the market was closed, just under two years.

This Commission cannot find such a time limit
imposed on a license transfer. The Brown Street
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Market had a Retailer's Liquor License, Class B, until 2016, and a Class A thereafter. The temporary 
cessation of operation by the market does not, so far as we know, automatically cancel the license, and 
prevent its transfer to a new owner.

We on this Commission want to do what best serves the neighborhood. The Brown Street Market, in its
odd corner-market location, has long served the neighborhood well, including as a Class B Retailer 
licensee. We believe the neighborhood would be best served by a resumption of operations of that 
market with a Class B license. The Class B license would better serve the neighborhood than no liquor 
license, and may also be essential for financial viability of this small market. 

In short, the Mount Pleasant neighborhood would be best served by the resumption of operations of the 
Brown Street Market, which likely necessitates a Class B liquor license in order to be viable, and 
would be consistent with its past operation over many years. This could be accomplished by the 
transfer of the old Class B license to the new owner, or by the transfer of the Class A, followed by a 
change to Class B, as the new owner informs us would satisfy him.

Resolution passed, 5 to 0 vote, at the legally noticed, public meeting of ANC1D on February 26, 2019, 
with a quorum present. Voting “yes”:  Commissioners Stewart, Sandenburgh, Allinger, McKay, 
Romero-Latin. A quorum for this commission is three; five commissioners were present. 
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