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Approve BZA application for 3240 19th St

Resolved, that ANC1D advises the Board of Zoning Adjustment to grant the lot occupancy special exception 
requested, BZA No. 19260, in order to permit the construction of a rear deck at 3240 19th Street Northwest.

Why:  Being the end of a row, this house is limited to 40% lot coverage, whereas its neighbors along the row 
are permitted 60% lot coverage. This is presumably to compel end-of-row houses to be similar in dimensions 
to its neighbors, despite the added area of a side yard. In other situations, increased lot coverage for an end-
of-row house has led to unfortunate "pop-back" constructions.

That is not the case here. The existing house roughly matches the dimensions of its single neighbor. The 
addition of a deck closely matches the existing deck on the neighboring house. This will not be a grotesque 
"pop-back" construction.

Because the proposed deck matches the deck already built on its only neighbor, granting this special 
exception will not tend to affect adversely the use of the neighboring property.

Denial of the permit would be a hardship in the sense that rear decks are very common in Mount Pleasant, 
existing, for example, on the row house adjacent to this building, and it would be unfair to deny this 
homeowner the rear deck that is allowed everyone else. 

Passed by 5 to 0 vote  at the legally noticed, public meeting of ANC1D on April 25, 2016, with a quorum 
present. Voting “yes”:  Commissioners Agbro, Griffiths, Rivas, Hoey, McKay. A quorum for this commission 
is three; five commissioners were present. 
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