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Approve 3240 19th Street Concept 
 Resolved, that ANC1D advises the Historic Preservation Review Board to accept the HPO staff report for 
3240 19th Street NW (HPA 15-102), but with a relaxation of the requirement that "a stick test . . . demonstrate
that the roof addition will not be visible from 19th Street".

Why: The first concern is that the location of this building is
such that the sides are exceptionally visually exposed, this
being the end of a row (see photo). This causes the "not
visible from 19th Street" condition to be especially
restrictive.

The second concern is that solar energy installations are
highly desirable for producing renewable, pollution-free,
carbon-free energy. Plainly solar energy is far superior to
conventional sources, whether coal, gas, or nuclear, for the
environment, and should be encouraged by public policy. In
this case, due to the exposed side of this end-of-row
building, the restrictions on solar panels are especially
troublesome, significantly degrading the potential performance of the panels. As the staff report says, "The 
solar panels would have to be flushmounted to remain invisible from the street, but flush-mounting is tricky 
on many kinds of roofs because of the difficulty of securing to or through the membrane". Furthermore, 
rainwater drainage underneath the panels must be provided, and ideally the panels should be tilted to enhance
solar illuminance.

The ban on visibility from the street appears only in the historic preservation guidelines, not in the historic 
preservation law. The latter requires only "compatibility" with the character of the historic district. This 
allows some flexibility in interpretation, and in this case, considering the societal benefits of solar energy, the 
suitability of solar panels to enable "adaptive re-use", and the increasing number of solar panels in the Mount 
Pleasant Historic District, it would be appropriate to permit some modest visibility of these solar panels.

Passed by 5 to 0 vote at the legally noticed, public meeting of ANC1D on January 20, 2015, with a quorum 
present. Voting “yes”:  Commissioners Hoey, McKay, Griffiths, Agbro, Rivas. A quorum for this commission 
is three; five commissioners were present. 

Secretary, ANC1D 

mailto:philgreiner@yahoo.com
mailto:frankojazz@aol.com
mailto:anc1d@googlegroups.com
http://www.anc1d.org/
mailto:jack.mckay@verizon.net
mailto:adamanc1d@gmail.com

	Approve 3240 19th Street Concept

