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May 15,2012
To the District of Columbia Department of Housing and Community Development:

This letter is to express the strong support of ANC 1D (Mount Pleasant) for the application by the National
Housing Trust/Enterprise Preservation Corporation and 3145 Mount Pleasant Tenants' Association for Federal
9% Low Income Housing Tax Credits. This support is evidenced by the attached resolution, passed by ANC 1D
at its regular meeting of May 15,2012. The proposed project will develop a low-income/moderate-income
apartment house at 3145 Mount Pleasant Street NW, replacing the Deauville Apartments, destroyed by a massive
fire in March, 2008.

This affordable rental development is needed to provide housing for Mount Pleasant residents of modest
incomes. Mount Pleasant has become increasingly expensive, the median sales price of single- family dwellings
having more than doubled since 1995. Rentals have been under corresponding pressure, the vacancy rate for
rental units having fallen from 15% in 1990 to just 3% today. The proposed project will significantly mitigate
Mount Pleasant's shortage of affordable rental units.

This replacement structure is needed also to preserve the ethnic and economic mix that has long been a
characteristic of this neighborhood. This is a high priority for our neighborhood, which is proud of its multi-
ethnic, multicultural identity, but sees that identity under pressure from gentrification. The Deauville Apartments
in particular provided housing for a significant portion oflv1ount Pleasant's Latino community. The destruction
of these apartments four years ago forced some 200 residents out of Mount Pleasant, now scattered about the
District. This displacement has not been a hardship just on the tenants, but has significantly harmed the Mount
Pleasant commercial strip, as these residents were a core of patronage for Mount Pleasant's shops and
restaurants. Some have closed, but all are suffering for decreased patronage. The Latino atmosphere of Mount
Pleasant, the diversity of which we are so proud, and the friendly welcome Mount Pleasant offers to Spanish-
speaking immigrants, are at risk. Affordable housing is needed to bring these residents back to Mount Pleasant.

The Advisory Neighborhood Commission of Mount Pleasant, joined by Ward One Councilmember Jim Graham,
offer unqualified, enthusiastic support for this project.

Jim Graham, Councilmember, Ward 1
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