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Approve plans for 3109 18th Street NW

Resolved, that ANC1D advises the Historic Preservation Review Board to find the “Scheme 1” plans for 
3109 18th Street NW compatible with the character of the Mount Pleasant Historic District.

Why: The proposed work involves principally continuing the brick walls of the building to the height 
currently defined by the peak at the front of the house. The back extension would also be built up to that 
height.

The HPO staff report objects to this raising of the side roofline, on the grounds that it would be, albeit with 
some effort, visible from 18th Street. (It would not be visible but for the fact that this house is the end of a 
row, abutting an alley, so the north side of the house is exposed.)

In arguing against the elevation of the side wall, the staff report labels this modification a “roof addition”, 
though that is not an accurate description. This is better described as an extension of the building to a greater 
height. Then the report cites the HPO guidelines concerning roofs: “Adding vertically to a historic building is 
generally discouraged as such additions typically alter significant features, such as its roof line, height, 
relationship with surrounding buildings, and overall form and mass. Rarely is it appropriate to change the 
shape of an existing roof. To do so almost always drastically alters the character of a historic building.” 
(Italics added.)

That is true, but the District's historic preservation law does not require that “the character” of Mount 
Pleasant buildings remain unaltered. The law explicitly allows alterations, requiring not that alterations be 
invisible, but that “alterations of existing structures [be] compatible with the character of the historic district”.
This alteration of the shape of the north wall of this house surely does alter “the character” of the building, 
but that is not disallowed, so long as the alterations are “compatible with the character of the historic district”.
If the change proposed for this building is compatible with the Mount Pleasant Historic District, then it must 
be allowed, whatever its consequences for the “character” of that one building.

Furthermore, the burden of proof is on the Mayor, if design approval is to be denied, to show why the 
alterations are not “compatible with the character of the historic district”. Simply arguing that the shape of the
house is different from its original is not sufficient, however much one may wish to preserve that original 
design, and however much one may find the alteration inferior architecturally to the original. If it is 
“compatible with the character of the historic district”, then it is in compliance with the District's historic 
preservation law, and must be so designated.

Passed by 4 to 0 vote  at the legally noticed, public meeting of ANC1D on July 26, 2016, with a quorum 
present. Voting “yes”:  Commissioners Griffiths, Rivas, Hoey, McKay. A quorum for this commission is three;
four commissioners were present. 
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