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Minutes of the June 15, 2010 meeting of Advisory Neighborhood Commission 
1-D 

These minutes accepted at the July 20, 2010 meeting. 

Call to order 

[7:05 pm] Chair Edwards called the meeting to order. Present were ANC1D commissioners Edwards, 
Bosserman, Lepanto, Tunda, and McKay, constituting a quorum.  

Endorsing the MPMS Transportation Enhancement Grant 

[7:07 pm] Due to strong public interest in ANC action concerning the Main Street Transportation 
Enhancement Grant, this resolution by Phil Lepanto was considered at the start of the meeting: 

Resolved ANC1D supports the ongoing efforts of Mount Pleasant Main Street in working 
with the District Department of Transportation its efforts to improve the streetscape in 
Mount Pleasant using funds provided by the Transportation Enhancement Grant from the 
Federal Highway Administration. 

Why: During the ANC1D informal business meeting discussing this grant and other 
streetscape improvements this Commission heard enthusiasm from the community on many 
of the proposed improvements. Additionally, this Commission has recently approved a 
resolution endorsing the creation of a Pedestrian Encounter Zone in Mount Pleasant. 

Resolution passed, 3 to 2 (Dave, Phil, and Oliver voting “yes”, Gregg and Jack voting “no”). 

Public discussion 

[7:08 pm] The meeting continued with the public discussion period. 

Secretary’s report 

[7:26 pm] Jack asked if there were any corrections to the May 18 or June 1 meeting minutes. None 
being offered, the minutes were declared accepted. 

Treasurer’s report 

[7:27 pm] Jack said that he had checks written to Tony Grillo for $100, Rob Waldeck for $7, and 
himself for $40.27, the last to pay for the replacement microphone. Expenditures approved. 

Phil Lepanto, 1D01 
phil.lepanto@gmail.com 

 

Mount Pleasant Advisory 
Neighborhood Commission 

Gregg Edwards, 1D04 
Chair  

g@ge1.org 

Oliver Tunda, 1D02 
tunda21@hotmail.com 

  

Dave Bosserman, 1D05 
orilla@comcast.net 

 

Jack McKay, 1D03 
Secretary and Treasurer 
jack.mckay@verizon.net 

1380 Monroe St NW, #117, Washington DC 20010 
Tel:  234-6646  Web:  www.anc1d.org 

e-mail: anc1d@googlegroups.com 

Angelia Scott, 1D06 
Vice Chair 

pastorascott@yahoo.com 

 



ANC 1D: Minutes of the June 15, 2010 meeting, p. 2 of  5 

Formal and informal meetings 

[7:27 pm] After some discussion, the commission agreed to devote the July 6 informal meeting to the 
Special Area Plan, including a business portion as necessary to pass any resolutions on that topic. The 
July 20 meeting will be the regular monthly business meeting. 

Event equipment purchase 

[7:34 pm] Phil accepted the following as a friendly amendment to his “Support for Latino Family Day” 
resolution, tabled at the May 18 meeting: 

Resolved, ANC 1D allocates up to $2100 for the purchase of equipment that can be used to 
support non-profit public meetings and events providing education, including cultural 
diversity and expression in Mt Pleasant and the immediately abutting ANC areas. Jack 
McKay and Gregg Edwards are delegated to make the purchase, after consulting with the 
Neighbors Consejo and Juan Carlos Ruiz. 

The primary equipment will be tents, folding chairs and tables, and a Public Address system, 
all suitable for outdoor events. The standard policy of the use of ANC 1D equipment will 
apply. 

Resolution passed, 4 to 1 (Dave, Phil,Jack,  and Gregg voting “yes”, Oliver voting “no”). 

Terminate MPNA Voluntary Agreements 

[7:39 pm] Gregg and Jack together introduced the following resolution: 

Resolved, ANC1D advises the Alcoholic Beverage Control Board that termination of the 
"Voluntary Agreements" between the Mount Pleasant Neighborhood Alliance (MPNA) and 
certain Mount Pleasant restaurants, namely Haydee's Restaurant, Don Jaime's Restaurant, 
and Don Juan's Restaurant, will do no harm to Mount Pleasant. 

Why: These restaurants are subject to other, more recent voluntary agreements with other 
neighborhood organizations, and in particular have signed, or have agreed to sign, voluntary 
agreements with the Mount Pleasant ANC. The more recent VAs incorporate a modernized 
system for dealing with problems that may arise, based on local "Responsible Hospitality" 
groups that can negotiate and resolve problems at the neighborhood level, without involving 
ABRA inspectors or the ABC Board. Conflict resolution at the neighborhood level will 
relieve ABRA and the Board from having to spend time and resources on minor problems, 
and will promote better engagement of restaurant operators and the neighboring public in 
cooperative efforts to resolve problems. 

The existing Mount Pleasant Neighborhood Alliance voluntary agreements are ten to thirteen 
years old, and have been rendered obsolete by changing demographics and income levels in 
this neighborhood. These primitive agreements include provisions inappropriate for such 
agreements, for example, restrictions that  merely repeat District regulations, restrictions on 
the manner in which alcoholic beverages may be served (i.e., pitchers), and mandates to 
promote off-street parking for patrons. Other unduly restrictive provisions which banned live 
music and dancing have, happily, been removed by order of the ABC Board, but indicate the 
obsolescence of these circa-1999 agreements. 

It is time that the MPNA agreements be replaced by more modern "cooperative agreements". 
In June, 2007, this ANC, by unanimous vote, advised the ABC Board to approve requests for 
termination of these three so-called voluntary agreements. Termination of these agreements 
will not only do no harm to the neighborhood, but will allow the more recent agreements, 
with their "responsible hospitality" provisions, to govern the relationship between the 
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neighborhood and these restaurants, without competition from or conflict with the obsolete 
MPNA version of a decade ago. 

Resolution passed, 5 to 0. 

Stipulated liquor license for Marleny's 

[7:41 pm] Gregg introduced this resolution: 

Resolved, that Advisory Neighborhood Commission 1D does not object to the granting by 
the Alcoholic Beverage Control Board of a stipulated license to Marleny’s Restaurant, 3201 
Mount Pleasant Street, NW, authorizing Class CR license status and extension of hours of 
operation and hours of sale to the maximum allowed by law. 

Resolution passed, 5 to 0. 

Approve 3145 Mt Pleasant Street Tenants' Association funding 

[7:42 pm] Gregg offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, ANC 1D advises the DC Department of Housing and Community Development to 
approve the application by the 3145 Mt. Pleasant Street Tenants' Association, Inc. for 
acquisition funding. ANC1D recommends that the property be developed to provide 100% 
low-income rental housing. 

Why: 1D understands that, though no promises can be made at this time, it is the intent of 
the Association to extend the potential scope of workable housing – sufficiently below 
market rate that local workers can afford to live and work nearby – by considering the 
following further options: 

1. Allow a present or future Planned Unit Development by combining development with 
other properties. 

2. Provide for a “flex-space” structure that could accommodate higher density, several levels 
of retail, and linkage with neighboring properties. 

3. Extend the time scope of lower-income housing to the greatest degree feasible, while 
accommodating those displaced in the Deauville fire. 

Resolution passed, 5 to 0. 

Allow later alcohol service hours at Don Juan's sidewalk café 

[7:53 pm] Gregg introduced this resolution: 

Resolved, ANC1D advises the DC Public Space Committee (housed in the DC Department 
of Transportation) to accept the application of extended hours for Don Juan’s Restaurant 
sidewalk café at 1660 Lamont Street, NW. 

Specifically, the new hours will be:  Monday through Friday: 11:00 am -11:00 pm; Saturday 
through Sunday: 11:00 am - midnight. 

Why: Don Juan's restaurant, along with Haydees, is one of the two anchor venues in the 
commercial corridor of Mt Pleasant Street and its success is critical to maintaining the 
vitality of this four block strip. 

The vitality of street traffic and eyes on the street is critical to maintain a sense of safety in 
what has been until now a mostly unpopulated area at night. Don Juan's outdoor café is 
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especially valuable for maintaining eyes on Lamont Park, just across Lamont Street to the 
north, and a direct view on the next block up of 3200 Mt Pleasant St. 

Since the owners have assured 1D that there will be no amplified music in this area, and 
have been exemplary in controlling noise during the last few years, 1D believes that the 
extended hours of service will have no negative impact on the Peace, Order, and Quiet of the 
neighborhood. The several hundred bus trips along the strip are by our measures louder and 
more annoying that the legal level allowed to Don Juan's. 

Resolution passed, 5 to 0. 

Widen sidewalks on Irving Street, between Mount Pleasant Street and 16th 
Street 

[7:58 pm] Jack read the following resolution, for Stormy, in her absence: 

Resolved, that ANC1D advises the District Department of Transportation to implement as 
soon as practicable the Mount Pleasant Traffic Study recommendations that the sidewalks on 
Irving Street, between Mount Pleasant Street and 16th Street, be widened by four feet. 

Why: The Traffic Study noted that these sidewalks are deficient, and are very heavily used, 
and should be replaced. 

These sidewalks are narrow, and cluttered with posts. The sidewalk on the south side of 
Irving Street rated a Pedestrian Level of Service of "D", unsatisfactory. The minimum clear 
width along that sidewalk is just 33 inches, failing the Americans with Disabilities Act 
standard of 36 inches clear width. The sidewalk on the north side rates a "C", barely meeting 
ADA standards, but is still too narrow to handle the heavy pedestrian traffic along these 
blocks. 

The Traffic Study noted that these sidewalks carry an exceptionally heavy pedestrian load: 
"The Irving Street corridor is exceptional averaging well over 600 pedestrians crossing per 
peak hour", due to foot traffic to the Columbia Heights Metro Station at 14th and Irving. Yet 
barriers along these narrow sidewalks force pedestrians to dodge from side to side, 
attempting to get around the posts cluttering the sidewalks while not colliding with 
pedestrians coming in the opposite direction. It's not uncommon to see pedestrians stepping 
into the street to pass oncoming pedestrians. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Resolution passed, 4 to 0 (Oliver abstaining). 
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Adjournment 

[8:00 pm] By unanimous consent, the meeting was adjourned at 8:00 pm. 
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