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Minutes of the September 4, 2007 meeting of Advisory Neighborhood 
Commission 1-D 

These minutes approved at the October 2, 2007 meeting. 

Call to order 

[7:19 pm] Vice Chair Dave Bosserman called the meeting to order at 7:19 pm. Present were four of the 
six ANC1D commissioners, Dave Bosserman, “Stormy” Scott, Jack McKay, and Jane Zara, constituting 
a quorum. Gregg Edwards arrived at 7:21 pm. 

Public discussion 

[7:21 pm] Alfonso Aguilar, executive director of Fiesta DC, and Rodrigo Leiva, president of Fiesta 
DC, spoke concerning plans for Fiesta DC. Mike Walker, a new resident at 1811 Kenyon Street, 
requested ANC endorsement of his plans for changes to his house and garage. His architect, Kendall 
Dorman, described the plans. The commission agreed to interrupt the public discussion to hear a brief 
presentation at this time. 

1811 Kenyon modifications 

[7:27 pm] Mr Dorman, of the firm Wiebenson and Dorman, described the proposed changes to 1811 
Kenyon. After some discussion, Dave introduced a resolution, as follows: 

The ANC approves their modification and sends it on to the right people to judge whether 
there is any historic preservation issue or zoning issue. 

Resolution passed, three votes “yes” (Dave, Jane, Stormy), two votes “no” (Jack, Gregg). 

Public discussion (resumed) 

[7:41 pm] During the following public discussion period, the following members of the audience spoke: 
Elizabeth Shrader and Roland Roebuck, board members of Fiesta DC; Rebecca Moudry, of Mount 
Pleasant Main Street; residents Dora Johnson, Gladys Mitchell, and Pedro Avilés; Gottlieb Simon, 
executive director of the Office of Advisory Neighborhood Commissions; John Gibbons and Pamela 
Baker-Masson of the National Zoo; David Vacca of Councilmember Graham’s office; and Jackie 
Reyes, Ward One Outreach Coordinator for Mayor Fenty’s office. 
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Fiesta DC and other large events 

[8:20 pm] Gregg introduced this resolution: 

Resolved: ANC1D advises the DC government - the Departments of Consumer and 
Regulatory Affairs (DCRA), Emergency Preparedness, Health, Metropolitan Police, Parks 
and Recreation, Public Works, Transportation, and the Executive Office of the Mayor - to 
convene a task force which also includes representation from Advisory Neighborhood 
Commissions (ANCs) and other DC and Federal Agencies, with the object of developing 
new procedures for handling festivals and other large events.   

In this context, ANC1D advises the DC government to make provision for simultaneous and 
subsequent probes of innovative means for handling these issues, specifically including 
those suggested in ANC1D's other resolutions, and to designate (only after the immediately 
impacted ANC has requested) a few areas as innovation zones where reasonably 
documented probes for more creative and beneficial events can be tried. 

Why: The current rules apparently were developed in the 1920s, almost a century ago, and 
are ill-suited to modern conditions. 

This resolution should be initiated immediately, so that the task force as it develops can 
build on experience in the waning weeks of this year's high season for special events.  

Resolution passed by five to zero vote. 

Advising that a Special Event grading system be established to promote 
quality and innovation, and to facilitate future permits 

[8:25 pm] Gregg introduced this resolution: 

Resolved, that ANC1D advises the Mayor and the Mayor's Task Force to institute an event 
grading system, including bonus points for excellence, innovation, meeting special needs, 
and creativity. For events that achieve higher grades, the requirements for permits for future 
events might be proportionally moderated. 

Resolved further, ANC1D advises that as an experiment, Fiesta DC 2006 be accorded the 
next to highest grade, given its great success in Mount Pleasant. This would have the 
following consequences:  

1. The Mayor's Task Force may grant all needed permits as a one-stop process. This next-
highest grade should not mean that any documentation normally required may be omitted, 
but that approvals can be handled early and in a single step, and that a strong 
recommendation by the hosting ANC, after a regularly publicized public hearing, can 
replace the need for signatures of local residents. 

2. The event organizers will have the responsibility to educate local merchants on the 
requirements of the law for booths, electricity, and food preparation. The next-highest grade 
then means that the individual booth permit fees paid to DC agencies can be reduced to $50 
for all permits, and that some minor innovations will be accepted if well documented and 
approved by DC-licensed professionals, such as electricians, contractors, and the like. 

Why: A grading system with relaxed permit requirements for the higher grades should 
encourage event producers to strive for high achievement, rather than merely meeting 
regulatory requirements, and will reduce the permit-issuing burden on District regulatory 
agencies. 
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The ANC1D evaluation of last year's event shows that these producers deserve at least the 
second to top grade. Certain minor deficiencies were noted, such as post-festival cleanup 
procedures. The possibility of achieving a higher grade in this year’s festival will be an 
inducement to even better results. 

Resolution passed by five to zero vote. 

Advising prompt approval of Fiesta DC permits 

[8:29 pm] Gregg introduced this resolution: 

Resolved, that ANC1D advises the Mayor’s Special Events Task Group member agencies to 
approve, as promptly as possible, permits for Fiesta DC, a large event on Mount Pleasant 
Street and side streets, set for Sunday, 30 September 2007. Specifically, ANC1D advises 
these agencies to issue permits by Wednesday, 12 September 2007, so that the organizers 
can direct their energies towards thorough organization and supervision of this event.  

Resolved further, that the organizers of Fiesta DC be assigned a superior grade for their 
performance in the 2006 Fiesta.  

Corresponding to that superior grade, ANC1D advises DCRA to waive the requirement for a 
consent list comprising ninety percent of neighboring residents and businesses, so long as 
Fiesta DC promises in writing not to place trash, toilets, and festival parking on the adjacent 
streets with several medium-rise multi-family apartment buildings, but instead to maintain 
normal parking and order for the high density of residents living on those streets.  

Resolved further, that ANC1D advises the member agencies involved to assign or detail 
their own personnel to assist in the planning, design, and conduct of the upcoming Fiesta DC 
event, with an eye to implementing innovations and creating a simplified permit process for 
future producers of large special events.  

Why: Last year’s Fiesta DC in Mount Pleasant was a highly successful event, alcohol free, 
family oriented, and well-behaved. The next day, the Commercial Corridor Committee of 
ANC1D held a well-attended meeting to evaluate the results, finding near-unanimous 
approval, and few criticisms. Given the many thousands of people attending the Fiesta, the 
quality of this event was simply extraordinary. 

Mount Pleasant has one of the highest concentrations of apartment dwellers, and perhaps the 
highest concentration of Latino and other immigrant populations in the metropolitan area. 
While making this kind of festival all the more desirable and appropriate, this high density 
and diversity complicate meeting the requirements for obtaining permits. The current major 
event guidelines may be more appropriate for less orderly events in areas with less density 
and diversity, than for inner-city neighborhoods such as Mount Pleasant. 

Given the three decades of experience by the organizing team, their obvious expertise in 
providing such a high quality event last year, and the daunting if not practically impossible 
bar set by guidelines designed for neighborhoods with less challenging circumstances, 
regulatory relief and permit expedition are appropriate.  

Indeed, this is the kind of event that DC agencies really should cosponsor, and should detail 
their own staff to assist, rather than putting such obstacles in the way of production. Here is 
an opportunity for DC agencies to advance the state of the art of large event operation in DC. 

=== 

Addressed to the Mayor's Special Events Task Group Member Agencies: Executive Office 
of the Mayor, Homeland Security and Emergency Management Agency, Metropolitan Police 
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Department, Department of Fire and Emergency Medical Services, Department of Public 
Works, Department of Transportation, Department of Consumer and Regulatory Affairs, 
Department of Health, Department of Parks and Recreation, Office of Tax and Revenue  

Resolution passed by five to zero vote. 

Setting a schedule of public events 

[8:34 pm] Gregg introduced this resolution: 

Resolved: ANC1D advises the DC government – the Departments of Consumer and 
Regulatory Affairs (DCRA), Emergency Preparedness, Health, Metropolitan Police, Parks 
and Recreation, Public Works, Transportation, and the Executive Office of the Mayor – to 
assist Mount Pleasant groups in exploring a schedule for public events that would engage 
both the people of Mount Pleasant and those of DC and the region in community and 
economic development based on ethnic, economic and cultural industry. 

The initial sketch would be based on a calendar of event slots which can be filled in by joint 
consideration of ANC1D, the DC government, local civic groups, and those with a history of 
contribution to this neighborhood. 

Why: Cultural development is an innovative and powerful means for pulling together a 
diverse local, and offering opportunities for collaboration, and for economic development. 

After some discussion, Gregg moved that this resolution be tabled indefinitely. Motion to table 
approved; vote not stated for the audio record. 

Authorizing a contractor for ANC notices 

[8:48 pm] Gregg introduced this resolution: 

ANC1D resolves to engage contractors to handle, and assure distribution of posters as legal 
notice of its meetings.  It encourages the posting of ANC1D notices in at least the same four 
places, the places to be set by the commissioner for that district.  It encourages the 
submission of ideas for a permanent surface for posting ANC notices at those places. This 
authorizes up to $200 a month to pay for these services. 

Resolution approved by four to zero vote (Jane voting “no”). 

Discussion 

[8:52 pm]Gregg provided a report on his conversations concerning voluntary (cooperative) agreements. 

 

Vacating existing VAs 

[9:23 pm] Gregg introduced this resolution: 

Resolved, that ANC1D rescinds all voluntary agreements entered into by it and by its 
predecessor ANC (1E).  

Why: this is to clear the way for its currently approved draft voluntary agreement. 

Resolution approved by five to zero vote. 



ANC 1D: Minutes of the September 4, 2007 meeting, p. 5 of 5 

Authorizing expenditure for nighttime observations 

[9:27 pm] Gregg introduced this resolution: 

Resolved, that ANC1D authorizes the expenditure of up to $2000, to be disbursed by the 
Commercial Corridor Committee, for studies and observations of nighttime conditions on 
Mount Pleasant Street. 

Resolution approved by four to zero vote (Jane abstaining). 

Awareness of VA termination petitions 

[9:30 pm] Gregg introduced this resolution: 

ANC1D records show that MPNA officers have long been fully aware of the petitions by 
licensees to terminate existing voluntary agreements. Neighborhood discussions of these 
petitions was sharp and explicit, leaving no ambiguity concerning what was placarded. 

Resolution approved by five to zero vote. 

[9:38 pm] Commissioner Scott left the meeting. The remaining four (Jack, Dave, Gregg, and Jane) 
constituted a quorum, so business continued. 

Consideration of liquor license renewals and entertainment endorsements 

[9:39 pm] Gregg introduced this resolution: 

ANC1D advises that the ABC Board consider license renewals and entertainment 
endorsements of Mount Pleasant liquor licensees simultaneously. 

Why: this will be most economical in the time required of restaurateurs and others involved 
in these negotiations. 

Resolution approved by four to zero vote. 

Simultaneous consideration of restaurant liquor license renewals 

[9:44 pm] Gregg introduced this resolution: 

ANC1D also advises that the several CR license renewals in Mount Pleasant be considered 
simultaneously. 

Why: the situations of these restaurants are nearly identical, and combining the applications 
will be most economical in the time and legal fees required of restaurateurs and others 
involved in these negotiations. 

Resolution approved by three to zero vote (Jane abstaining). 

Minutes 

[9:48 pm] Jack asked if there were corrections to the minutes of the August 7 meeting. There being 
none, Gregg declared the minutes accepted. 

Adjournment 

[9:49 pm] By a four to zero vote, the commission agreed to adjourn the meeting.  
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