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Minutes of the May 1, 2007 meeting of Advisory Neighborhood Commission 
1-D 

These minutes approved at theJune 5, 2007 meeting. 

Call to order 

[7:19 pm] Gregg Edwards called the meeting to order at 7:19 pm. Present were five of the six ANC 1D 
Commissioners: Gregg Edwards, Joe Esparza, Jane Zara, Dave Bosserman, and Jack McKay.  

Public discussion 

[7:20 pm] David Ahn provided a brief review of the Bestway public space permit status. David Vacca 
offered a summary of activities at District Council. He said that Councilmember Graham plans “all 
parking” hearings after the budget work is done. Gladys Mitchell complained about a large truck 
regularly parked overnight on her block, which Jack said he would deal with. Luella Johnson of 
CSOSA introduced herself as the new community relations specialist for MPD District Three. 

Secretary’s report 

[7:49 pm] Jack asked for corrections to the minutes of the April 11 meeting. No corrections were 
offered, and Gregg declared the minutes accepted. 

Treasurer’s report 

[7:51 pm] Joe reviewed the status of the Q1FY07 financial report, which was not submitted, due to 
miscommunication with the previous treasurer. The DC Code requires only the treasurer’s signature on 
a quarterly report, but the Commission thought that a review of our financial reports by other officers of 
the commission would be desirable. Gregg proposed this resolution: 

Resolved, that the Treasurer shall obtain the approval, either as a written signature or by e-
mail, of either the Chair or the Secretary, to a quarterly financial report to the auditor, prior 
to submission.  

Motion approved, five to zero. 
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Kenyon Street dumpster  

[7:50 pm] Gregg noted that Kenyon Street had been half-closed by a dumpster at the St Denis, and 
asked that the commission send a letter to the director of DDOT protesting that dumpster, after this 
ANC had objected to the request for occupancy of public space. Jack proposed that this item be tabled 
until we could prepare a proper resolution on the topic of public space permits for long-term occupancy 
of streets by dumpsters. Motion to table passed, five to zero. 

Second May ANC meeting 

[8:06 pm] Gregg suggested another meeting, in two weeks (May 15), to deal with this and other pending 
items. Motion for an additional monthly meeting on May 15 passed, five to zero. 

Conversion of public property to private use 

[8:07 pm] Gregg initiated, as a consent item, a five-minute discussion of the conversion of public 
property to private use. Jane provided a review of the problem of public space being lost to the private 
sector. Jack asked about the role of the District Council in the disposal of city properties. Gregg asked 
for a request by the commission to David Vacca “to look into this”. Approved, five to zero.  

Agenda process 

[8:17 pm] Gregg offered topics to be taken as “priority items” and asked that two be selected for this 
meeting. Jane asked for time to discuss a Fair Housing Symposium. Gregg proposed that five minutes 
be allowed for a discussion of this topic. 

Fair Housing Symposium 

[8:24 pm] Jane initiated a discussion of a proposed Fair Housing Symposium, and offered this motion: 

An ad hoc committee for fair/affordable housing is authorized, with Jane Zara and Joe 
Esparza as co-chairs, to formulate and define the purposes of a proposed forum on this topic. 
An expenditure of up to $100 is authorized in support of this work. 

Motion approved, five to zero. 

Parks and Rec budget 

[8:49 pm] As a priority item, Gregg introduced this resolution: 

Provide Parks & Rec with budget to support equitable use by neighbors of Lamont Rec 

ANC1D resolves to advise the DC Council to upgrade the Mayor's budget with sufficient 
funds for the Department of Parks and Recreation (DPR) to hire a full time bilingual 
facilitator to assure continual and equitable use of the facilities around the current 
headquarters of the Department of Parks and Recreation (“Lamont Rec”), and an additional 
full time employee for maintenance and improvement of these facilities and others within six 
blocks, and 2 million dollars to restore and upgrade the Lamont Rec multi-use facilities to at 
least the functionality and breadth of use as was available six years ago.  These funds and 
staff should be used to provide both pick-up and scheduled usage, with secondary priority 
for league play, emphasizing breadth of use for residents within a six block radius, especially 
the residents of apartment buildings without cars, and the users of the over fifty educational 
programs within this area. 

Why:  This resolution asks for funds to implement the ANC1D resolutions of September 
2005 on this facility. This facility was once the vibrant center of Latino culture in the whole 
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DC region, and especially supported the tens of thousands of residents in the often crowded 
apartment buildings nearby.  For about six years, this population has been deprived of this 
facility, and the cultural engagement it offered to all residents of a multi-cultural area.  
Several thousand students in education programs nearby have lost access to a vibrant 
facility, and many have virtually no access to areas for recreation.  This deprivation occurred 
without public discussion. 

Resolution passed by five to zero vote. The time was 9:07 pm. 

Historic preservation reform 

[9:07 pm] Gregg introduced this resolution: 

Resolution: ANC1D advises the DC Council and Mayor to upgrade and reform the 
administration of historic preservation to assure transparency in policy and responsibility for 
beneficial impacts.  Specifically: 

1] Elect the majority of the members of the Historical Preservation Review Board, and move 
the support services to the same office as the Zoning Commission and Board of Zoning 
Adjustment.  Four members should be elected for four year, staggered terms by districts 
comprised each of two wards.  The chair should be elected at large. 

2] Four members should be full time DC government employees who serve ex-officio or be 
the delegates of and report to the Director of the Office of Planning, the Zoning 
Administrator, The Deputy Mayor for Economic Development, and the Executive Director 
of the DC Commission on Arts and Humanities. 

3] Recommendations by the HPRB should be appealable to a rotating panel of three 
administrative law judges who do not report to any of the four offices providing ex-officio 
members.  This panel would then constitute the legal role as the Mayor's Agent. 

4] The operations of the HPRB should be primarily within policy guidelines instituted by the 
HPRB, and focused on preserving, leveraging and further developing the distinctive 
historical character of designated districts. The intent is to add to the existing staff one 
program officer and one support staff person.  

5] The HPRB should work closely with the impacted ANCs to make the policy and process 
transparent and the operations responsive to a balance of historical preservation and the 
needs of and benefits to the residents of the affected areas.  All documentation, including 
staff reports, meeting minutes, and audio recordings should be provided at no cost to an 
ANC upon request.  

Why:  In meetings of ANC1D it has come out that the HPRB does not respond collegially to 
requests for the records of meetings on issues where an ANC has submitted resolutions or 
testimony.  Instead, the ANC is supposed to pay about $300 to a commercial contractor who 
records the meetings.  Often the staff summarizes the motions, so even the actual wording of 
the decision is not available at a reasonable price (which should be free) to the public and the 
ANC. 

Furthermore, despite the legal mandate to work with the distinctive character of the 
neighborhood, the discussion in the ANC1D meeting revealed that the HPRB and staff have 
other priorities for their time, apparently the expansion of the number and size of designated 
districts.  In fact, one exchange suggested that historic preservation in DC mostly runs off of 
country-wide guidelines rather than focusing on elements either of relative distinction or of 
local cultural significance. 
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Democratically based oversight, with almost half the votes deriving from the wells of 
expertise in executive agencies, should move historical preservation from the phase of 
tightly focused pioneers to a phase of long-term community buy-in.  This transition is 
necessary for persistence in a democratic society where the contributions of a specialized 
élite must eventually find broad public support. 

Resolution passed by four to zero vote (Jane abstaining). The time was 9:30 pm. 

Adjournment 

[9:33 pm] An unidentified commissioner moved to adjourn. Motion passed by general consent. 
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