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Minutes of the January 16, 2007 meeting of Advisory Neighborhood 
Commission 1-D 

These minutes approved at the __________, 2007 meeting. 

Call to order 

[7:09 pm] Gregg Edwards, continuing as Chair until the 2007 Chair was selected, called the meeting to 
order at 7:09 pm. Present were five of the six ANC 1D Commissioners: Gregg Edwards, Joe Esparza, 
Dave Bosserman, Jane Zara, and Jack McKay.  

Public discussion 

[7:11 pm] Barbary Hayden distributed copies of a “functional breakdown of ANC tasks” to support the 
engagement of ANC support staff. Cirila Claros spoke of activities at the Woodner.   

Election of officers 

[7:16 pm] The commission proceeded with the election of ANC officers for 2007, beginning with a 
general discussion of the roles of the officers.  

[7:38 pm] Jack conducted a roll-call vote for ANC Chair. Gregg, Dave, and Jack voted for Gregg; Jane 
and Joe, for Dave. Gregg Edwards was thus selected as Chair for the calendar year 2007. All five 
commissioners then voted for Dave Bosserman as Vice Chair, for Jack McKay as Secretary, and for Joe 
Esparza as Treasurer. 

Meeting schedule for 2007 

[7:43 pm] Gregg moved that the schedule of meetings be as follows:  

Normally the first Tuesday of each month, except when that day is a holiday or part of 
weekend extended by a holiday, or when there a major issue has arisen of especial interest to 
apartment dwellers many of whom cannot make a meeting in a weeknight. 

Thus: Feb 6, March 6, April 3, May 1, June 5, July 10, August 7, Sept 4, Oct 2, Nov 6, Dec 
4; Jan 8 of 2008. 

Motion passed, four votes for, one abstention (Jack). 
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Standing committees 

Joe moved that the standing committees be as follows: Commercial Corridor, Planning & Consultation, 
Web & Internet Coordination, Public Safety and Security. Motion passed, five to zero. 

Secretary’s report 

[8:00 pm] Jack asked for acceptance of the minutes of the December meeting. Minutes accepted, five to 
zero. 

Treasurer’s report 

[8:08 pm] Joe offered this resolution: 

ANC1D resolves to approve 1D’s participation in the Advisory Neighborhood Commission 
Security Fund, and to authorize the payment of the $25 fee for the period January 1, 2007 
through December 31, 2007.  

The Chairperson and the Secretary are authorized to execute the Security Fund agreement. 

Motion passed, five to zero. 

Consent item: BZA filing for 3508-3510 16th St 

[8:14 pm] Jane moved the following: 

Resolved, that ANC1D advises the Board of Zoning Adjustment to approve the application 
for 3508-3510 16th Street NW. 
 
Rationale: ANC1D has reviewed the plans and inspected the site, and has neither issues nor 
concerns with the proposed zoning variance.  

Motion passed, five to zero. 

Consent item: Pedestrian advance time at 16th and Irving 

[8:17 pm] Jack moved this resolution: 

Resolved, that ANC1D advises the District Department of Transportation to implement an 
advance of the pedestrian “walk” signal ahead of the east-west traffic light, for pedestrian 
crossing of 16th Street NW, at Irving Street. 

Why: There is very heavy pedestrian traffic at this intersection, including many walking to 
the Columbia Heights Metro Station at 14th and Irving. This intersection has the second 
highest number of daily pedestrian crossings in the area, exceeded only by the count at 14th 
and Irving. It has the largest number of pedestrian-vehicle collisions in the area, recording 11 
between 1997 and 2001. There is continuous conflict between pedestrians crossing the 
intersection east-west, and traffic on eastbound Irving Street turning south onto 16th.  

The Insurance Institute for Highway Safety has found that giving pedestrians an advance 
time of a few seconds over the right-turning traffic reduces conflicts between cars and 
pedestrians by 95 percent. This change would significantly enhance pedestrian safety at this 
intersection. 

Motion passed, five to zero. 
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Priority item: Hire staff to support ANC1D’s work. 

[8:30 pm] Dave moved the following: 

ANC1d resolves that: 

An initial $1000 be allocated for Barbara Hayden as staff coordinator to begin the 
contracting process. The first main task is to prepare a more detailed plan and revise it based 
on initial experience. The second is to recruit, coordinate and evaluate the performance of 
contractors to handle various staff functions. 

The execution of this resolution is delegated to a task force of two commissioners, Dave and 
Gregg. 

Motion passed, five to zero. 

Priority item: Adding a personal hardship exception clause to the historic 
preservation law 

[8:53 pm] Jack moved this resolution: 

Resolved, that ANC 1D advises the Council of the District of Columbia to add a personal 
hardship clause to the Historic Preservation law, corresponding to the existing provision for 
economic hardship. 

Rationale:  The restrictions on architectural changes to houses in historic districts may 
impose great hardships on residents with special conditions or needs, including the elderly, 
and the disabled. Current law allows exceptions for economic hardship, where "failure to 
issue a permit will result in unreasonable economic hardship to the owner." No such 
exceptions are allowed for personal hardship, even for residents disabled by age or accident 
and needing modifications to their homes to compensate for their disabilities. This failure to 
allow exceptions for personal hardship may force residents of historic districts to live under 
cramped or unsafe conditions, or even to leave their longtime homes. 

Motion passed, three votes for (Jack, Jane, Dave), two against (Joe, Gregg). 

Priority item: Support for exceptions to 400 foot law 

[9:05 pm] Jack moved this resolution: 

Resolved, that ANC 1D endorses the provisions of Bill B16-0696, the "Commercial 
Exception Clarification Act of 2006, passed by the District Council by an 11 to 0 vote on 
December 19, 2006, and advises Mayor Fenty to sign this bill into law. 

Rationale: Numerous establishments with liquor licenses already function within a 400 foot 
radius of inner city schools, allowed by the exemption of liquor licenses obtained prior to the 
law. If the presence of such establishments within that distance of schools were harmful to 
the children attending those schools, then evidence for that harm should be at hand. In fact, 
no such harmful effects from these "grandfathered" establishments are apparent to us. We 
know of no rigorous justification for the prohibition of liquor licenses within 400 feet, or any 
other distance, from schools and recreation centers. The current law threatens to suppress 
commercial activity in our neighborhood business districts, and to reduce the value of 
commercial properties, for no proven benefit.  

Because of the numerous churches, parks, and schools in close proximity to our commercial 
district, any imposition of a 400 foot ban would endanger almost all liquor licenses  in 
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Mount Pleasant and would add to the sense of a hostile business environment in Mount 
Pleasant. 

Motion passed, five to zero. 

Adjournment 

[9:35 pm] By general consent, the meeting was adjourned at 9:35 pm. 
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