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Blockages in back of the Bestway

Passed by a five to zero vote (Kahn, Backfield, McKay, Wysocki, and Edwardsvoting “ yes’ , Scott absent) at
thelegally noticed, public monthly meeting of February 7, 2006, with a quorum present.

ANC resolvesthat the unusual and unprecedented extension of public policy to block adriveway in usefor
many decadesis covered by the ANC Law and the executive order of the Mayor’ s Office requiring that any
changein policy be noticed to the ANC within 30 days. Because thiswas not done, it isillegal, and therefore
should be reversed.

Why

When asked, arepresentative of the DC Public Space Office said that the owners confessed to wrongdoing in
preparing a curb cut. When challenged for evidence, that representative said that the lawyer for Bestway
confessed to not being ableto find apermit. Obviously, the derivation of the conclusion of actually making
the cut from astatement of not having apermitisalogical fallacy, sincethereis no evidence of who made
the cut.

Further, this blocking of along-term use on the basis of not finding a permitisanew application of policy
that can deeply affect aneighborhood. Assuch, thisapplication of policy must be noticed to ANC1D before
implementation. Because after decades of use, thereis no evidence of an emergency, thereisno need for pre-
emptory action.

Thisisthekind of arbitrary action, when accompanied by many other complaints about the appearance of
political and persona partiality in normal administration, that callsinto question the neutrality of the relevant
officersto afair application of law.
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