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Minutes of the November 5, 2005 monthly meeting of Advisory Neighborhood 
Commission 1-D 

These minutes approved at the December 6, 2005 meeting. 

Call to order 

Chair Jack McKay called the meeting to order at approximately 3:35 pm and, noting the presence of 
Commissioners Kahn, Edwards, Scott, and Wysocki, declared a quorum. 

Approval of minutes  

Rich moved approval of the minutes of the October 4 meeting. Rich, Wayne, Stormy, and Jack voted for 
approval of the minutes, Gregg abstaining. 

Treasurer’s Report  

Rich distributed a corrected quarterly report for the third quarter of FY05, explaining that the previous 
version had included July and August numbers, which belonged in the fourth quarter report. The 
Commission voted to accept the revised quarterly report, all Commissioners voting for, except for 
Gregg, who abstained. 

Rich distributed copies of the report for the fourth quarter of FY05, ending September 30. Rich said that 
we had received our quarterly allotments for the second and third quarters of FY05 in the fourth quarter, 
and would be owed an additional quarterly allotment for the fiscal year.  

The Treasurer’s report was accepted by the Commission, Gregg abstaining. 

Public discussion 

Richard Hardy expressed his concerns about how the police might treat members of the African-
American and Latino minorities in Mount Pleasant, and suggested that the ANC and the Mount Pleasant 
Neighborhood Alliance (MPNA) work together, instead of against each other. Mary Hathaway raised 
the issue of development of a neighborhood plan for emergencies, such as the terrorist attack of 9/11/01.  

Standing Committee Reports 

Gregg reported on the two “Open Airing” sessions in Lamont Park in October. He reported also on the 
proposal for a pedestrian path joining the business districts of Mount Pleasant and Columbia Heights. 
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Special Committee Reports 

Simultaneous interpreting equipment: Wayne reported that the equipment had been purchased and was 
in place (lacking, unfortunately, an interpreter). A policy will have to be created, he said, to govern its 
use. Wayne agreed to take this as an assignment for the next meeting, but appealed for guidance from 
the Commission. 

Open resource Web site: Rich reported that the Web site had been transferred to a new ISP, Ipower. 
Ipower will permit payment by ANC check, and Rich has received an invoice for the next 12 months of 
service. Rich moved for authorization to spend an amount not to exceed $100 for these ISP services. 
The motion was passed unanimously. 

Long range planning: Gregg reported on conversations with Mount Pleasant Main Street, and Vivian 
Guerra of the Office of Planning. Responding to a question from Wayne, Rich said that the LEDC 
façade program was “on the back burner”, held up by difficulties of some sort. 

Projection equipment: Wayne said that he had been preoccupied with the interpreting equipment, and 
would now have to “refocus” attention on the problem of projection equipment. Rich agreed to bring 
projection equipment and a laptop from his workplace to our next meeting, to provide a test of the 
usability of the equipment in a fully illuminated room.  

Unfinished Business: Stop sign at Monroe and Brown 

Wayne moved that this motion be tabled indefinitely. Motion passed by unanimous voice vote. 

New Business: Authorization to pay interpreter  

Gregg introduced a motion to authorize payment for interpreter services at ANC meetings. Jack 
summarized the consensus of the Commission discussion, that the ANC authorize up to $800 during the 
next three months for interpreter services at public meetings, with the proviso that two officers of the 
Commission have to agree to an expenditure. Motion approved unanimously. 

New Business: La Casa expenditure  

Jack requested approval of a motion to pay the invoice for $100 for the use of the La Casa meeting room 
in July, August, and September. Motion approved. 

New Business: petty cash replenishment  

Rich requested approval of a motion to write a check to the petty cash fund in the amount of $70.61, 
corresponding to a number of petty cash expenditures totaling that amount. Motion approved. 

New Business: liquor license renewals  

Gregg moved “that ANC 1D formulate a policy for comments on ABRA’s policies and actions”. Wayne 
moved that this motion be tabled until the December meeting. Motion to table approved. 

Jack then declared a recess in order to deal with the results of the special election. 

New Business: Special election to fill ANC 1D02 vacancy 

Jack announced the outcome of the special election: for Mitchell Backfield, seven votes; for Karl 
Hoffman, three votes. Mitchell Backfield was thus declared the winner of the special election to fill the 
vacancy in 1D02. There was also one noncitizen vote, cast for Mitchell. 
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Rich then read the formal resolution required by the Board of Elections and Ethics to conclude the 
special election: 

Whereas the office of Advisory Neighborhood Commissioner for Single-Member District 
1D02 was certified vacant, and the Board of Elections and Ethics submitted a list of 
qualified candidates to Advisory Neighborhood Commission 1D following the period for 
petition circulation and challenge pursuant to D.C. Code §1-309.06; and 

Whereas the Advisory Neighborhood Commission gave public notice pursuant to D.C. Code 
§1-309.06, and held an open vote of the members of the affected Single-Member District on 
November 5, 2005, at the Mount Pleasant Library; 

Whereas Mitchell Backfield was declared winner, following a count of votes by at least two 
impartial vote counters; 

Therefore, be it resolved that Advisory Neighborhood Commission 1D requests that the 
Board of Elections and Ethics declare the vacancy filled by Mitchell Backfield by 
publication in the District of Columbia Register. 

Be it further resolved, that copies of this Resolution be forwarded to the District of Columbia 
Board of Elections and Ethics, the Mayor, the Secretary of the Council of the District of 
Columbia, and Mitchell Backfield. 

Resolution passed. 

New business: 16th Street crossing times  

Gregg offered this resolution: 

Resolved, that ANC 1D advises the District Department of Transportation to facilitate 
pedestrian crossing of 16th Street, and reduce east-west traffic congestion, by increasing the 
east-west green-light time at the Newton Street, Monroe Street, Park Road, Lamont Street, 
and Irving Street crossings of 16th Street. 

Why  

The traffic lights at Park Road, Lamont Street, Irving Street, and other crossings of 16th 
Street allow only 20 seconds for pedestrians to cross four or five traffic lanes. This is not 
sufficient time for many elderly or disabled, nor is it sufficient time for many parents with 
children or schoolteachers herding small children across 16th Street to and from the 
playground adjacent to the Department of Parks and Recreation building. For such 
physically vulnerable folks, a relatively minor accident can result in death or disability. 
Again, a major design flaw, and a large financial risk to DC. 

At most hours of the day, the traffic lights currently provide more time than is needed for 
north-south traffic, and less than is needed for east-west traffic, resulting in long delays and 
heavy congestion on Irving Street and Park Road. This congestion could cost lives because 
emergency vehicles often are backed up. It also adds unneeded extra pollution to a 
residential setting. 

The Columbia Heights/Mount Pleasant Traffic Study noted this imbalance and 
recommended that the light times be changed: “Delays are most common on eastbound and 
westbound approaches to intersections. Signal timings along major north-south streets, such 
as 16th Street, 14th Street, and Georgia Avenue tend to provide ample green time for north-
south travel. By contrast, lower levels of service are found on east-west streets through the 
study area because of more limited green time and excessive cycle lengths.”  
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The traffic study specifically noted the Park Road/16th Street intersection for signal 
retiming, rating this intersection a Level of Service of “F” for westbound Park Road traffic. 
“. . . at the intersection of 16th Street and Park Road, drivers on both northbound and 
southbound 16th Street are facing few delays, but drivers approaching this intersection on 
Park Road are facing significant delays. Retiming the signal to provide more green time for 
those on Park Road would alleviate some of the delay for drivers on Park Road while still 
providing sufficient green time on 16th Street.” 

By reducing the 16th Street north-south green-light time by the same amount that the east-
west time is increased, these traffic lights will remain synchronized with other lights along 
these commuter routes. 

Resolution passed by unanimous vote. 

New Business: Parking spaces, and the Kenyon/Irving bus stop 

Gregg moved this resolution: “ANC1D advises DDOT that any loss of more than four parking spaces be 
submitted a month in advance for commentary”.  

This resolution was tacitly set aside when Gregg introduced a second motion: “ANC1D advises DDOT 
and WMATA to move the bus stop at Hobart and Irving Streets to a location next to the south driveway 
of the rear of Harvard Towers”. The rationale is that the current bus stop [at the Hobart Street 
intersection] is less used, and the one down at the corner [of Irving and Kenyon Streets] is very 
dangerous for several hundred seniors and disabled to reach and this would better serve the majority of 
the users of this specific bus stop”.  

Rich moved that this motion be tabled until the next meeting. Motion to table passed by four to one 
vote, Gregg opposed.. 

Jack then returned to consideration of the previous motion, concerning notification to the ANC by 
DDOT of any changes resulting in the loss of parking spaces. Gregg moved to table that motion until 
the next meeting; motion to table passed. 

Adjournment 

By unanimous consent, the meeting was adjourned, shortly after 5:00 pm. 
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