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Minutes of the September 6, 2005 monthly meeting of Advisory Neighborhood 
Commission 1-D 

These minutes approved at the October 4, 2005 meeting. 

Call to order 

Chair Jack McKay called the meeting to order at 7:20 pm and, noting the presence of Commissioners 
Kahn, Edwards, and Wysocki, declared a quorum. Commissioner Scott was absent. 

Approval of minutes  

Review of the minutes of the August 2 meeting was postponed, by general consent, until the next 
meeting of the Commission. 

Treasurer’s Report  

Rich said that the quarterly report for the first quarter of FY05 had been accepted by the auditor, 
resulting in the release of the allotment for the third quarter of FY05. The Commission voted to accept 
the Treasurer’s report. 

Public discussion 

No members of the public present wished to speak. 

Standing Committee Reports 

Gregg said that there would be several resolutions offered in conjunction with the Commercial Corridor 
Committee. Jack observed that resolutions were to be taken up under New Business, not as part of a 
committee report, and Gregg agreed to do so. 

Special Committee Reports 

Simultaneous interpreting equipment: Wayne provided literature describing equipment for simultaneous 
interpreting and assisted hearing, with a price quote of $2342.  

Open resource Web site: Gregg said that our current site is not in compliance with Federal accessibility 
requirements for the visually impaired (color blind and visual acuity problems), and needs to be 
redesigned. Rich said that it could be very costly to make a site completely compliant. Web site monthly 
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billing was discussed at some length. The current provider may not be willing to provide the invoices 
required by the ANC for payment by check. Rich offered, as Treasurer, to step in and try to set up a 
proper payment system. 

Lillian Perdomo arrived at this time, and there followed a lengthy discussion of simultaneous 
interpreting needs, and the work of her organization, Multicultural Community Services, in training 
community interpreters. She said that her trainees had 140 hours of training, and would be capable of 
meeting our needs, despite not being top-of-the-line professional interpreters. She said that we, too, 
would have to adapt, by providing any written materials to the interpreters, and speaking at a slower 
pace so that they could keep up. Gregg said that he preferred finding bilingual high school students who 
could do an adequate job of communicating with Spanish-language speakers. Lillian argued that the 
ANC needed trained interpreters to meet the standards appropriate for a DC Government operation. 

Wayne asked about the cost of renting equipment. Lillian estimated the cost of rental at around $150 for 
a meeting. Jack observed that, considering the frequency of use of the equipment, we should purchase 
our own, and then make that equipment available to the community, so that this Spanish language 
capability becomes a readily available community resource.  

Sherrill Berger of Mount Pleasant Main Street happened to be present, and expressed interest in 
making use of this resource. She also stated that there would be a mini-charrette on the public spaces in 
Mount Pleasant on September 21, a walking tour of Mount Pleasant on October 1, and the Fall Fiesta on 
October 22. 

Long Range Planning: Gregg noted that no one in the District met the deadline for Comprehensive Plan 
inputs, so evidently that process will continue. 

Open and Focus Forums: Gregg reported that there were a number of topics under consideration, but 
there were no definite plans at this time. 

Projection Equipment: the Commission agreed to try out projection equipment to see what was 
necessary and adequate for the job; the trial would not be at a regular meeting, but would be held 
separately, specifically to test projection equipment. 

Unfinished business: Liquor license transfers 

Gregg’s resolution concerning liquor license transfers, held over from the June meeting, was tabled by 
general consent to the October ANC meeting. 

New business: 1636 Irving Condominiums 

Rich introduced a resolution concerning the appeal to BZA of the Certificate of Occupancy for 1636 
Irving Street NW, and the motion by the developers to deny that appeal. The resolution was divided into 
those two topics. After amendment, the resolution concerning the legal motion to deny the appeal was as 
follows: 

ANC 1-D 1636 Irving St NW BZA Appeal Dismissal Resolution 

RESOLVED, that ANC1D requests that the BZA deny the Motion to Dismiss regarding 
appeal no. 17411 filed by counsel to 1636 Irving Street, LLC and The Madera Condominium 
Association and that the approximate hearing date of February 2006 be honored. 

Issues and Concerns 

On May 26, 2005 ANC 1D received a letter from Director Patrick Canavan, Director of 
DCRA, in response to ANC 1D resolution “ANC 1-D Irving Street Zoning Resolution,” 
passed unanimously at the legally noticed, public monthly meeting of May 23, 2005, with a 
quorum present.  In this letter Director Canavan admits that “gross mistakes were made at 
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the highest levels of the zoning administration” with respect to the matter of 1636 Irving 
Street, NW and that “The Zoning Administrator will not deny the property owners a 
Certificate of Occupancy for the property on the basis of the zoning review error.  ANC 1D, 
of course, has the right to appeal this decision to the Board of Zoning Adjustments (BZA).” 

ANC 1D continues to be gravely concerned with the inability of DCRA to produce the 
required plans, permits, and the Certificate of Occupancy for the building constructed at 
1636 Irving St.  In a letter to Commissioner Richard Wysocki dated July 14, 2005, 
Gwendolyn Davis, ANC liaison for DCRA, stated that a “search of our records reveals that 
the records in question still have not been located.”  Ms. Davis further states that the 
“Building and Land Regulation Administration (BLRA), who is the custodian of these 
records, will continue to search for the misplaced records.  We do anticipate finding these 
records and will contact you as soon as we have done so, and provide you with those copies 
you are seeking.”  As of today’s date, September 6, 2005, these records have not been 
produced. 

ANC 1D believes that the records to support appeal no. 17411 exist and that additional time 
is necessary for BLRA to produce them. ANC 1D views with alarm the issues involved and 
believes that the hearing is necessary to resolve these extremely important issues. 

This resolution was passed by unanimous roll-call vote. The other component of the resolution, 
concerning support for the appeal by Basken and Meyer to the BZA, was tabled until the next meeting 
of the ANC, by unanimous vote.  

New business: Support participation in “Walk Our Children To School Day” 

Gregg offered this resolution, after amendment: 

ANC 1D resolves to commend Mount Pleasant parents and schools to participate in the 
October 3, 2005 DC program and Ward One rally in support of the institution of walking to 
schools. 

Rationale 

Despite the friendly competition envisioned by public policy in supporting charter schools as 
an alternative to the public school system, there is an even more compelling case for finding 
opportunities and encouraging collaboration between all schools and communities within the 
neighborhoods in our vicinity. 

The National Walk Our Children to School Day, ongoing since 1997 and sponsored by the 
Partnership for a Walkable America, offer such an opportunity.  There is in this a further 
opportunity to create awareness of the advantages of including walking as part of the daily 
life of both children and adults.  

Under the public spiritedness of Ward One's School Board representative, Jeff Smith, this 
year’s Walk to School day in Ward One will for the first time work to include our vicinity's 
charter schools as well as the public schools.  

ANC1D commends all those interested in schools and walkability to participate, and urges 
that special attention be made to include all of the dozen or so local schools, including the 
private schools and academies. 
 

Passed by voice vote. 
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New Business: HPRB delay request  

Gregg offered this resolution: 

ANC 1D resolves to request that the Historic Preservation Review Board delay consideration 
of the construction of a three-story addition at 3510 Northwest 16th Street for 30 business 
days after the notice today. If a reasonably full documentation is not provided to ANC 1D 
within two weeks then the Board should assume that ANC 1D advises disapproval.  

Passed by unanimous voice vote. 

New Business: DDOT response to Monroe Street traffic calming resolution 

Jack offered this resolution: 

Resolved, that the DDOT reply dated August 12, 2005, to the ANC 1D resolution of August 
2, 2005, concerning traffic calming measures for the 1600 block of Monroe Street NW, is 
insufficient, failing to meet the legal requirements for “great weight”.  

Rationale 

The law, DC Code §1-309.10(d)(3)(A), is explicit, and peremptory: “The issues and 
concerns raised in the recommendations of the Commission shall be given great weight 
during the deliberations by the government entity. Great weight requires acknowledgement 
of the Commission as the source of the recommendations and explicit reference to each of 
the Commission's issues and concerns.”  

The DDOT reply refers to none of the issues and concerns cited in the ANC resolution, 
including the failure to follow the DDOT Traffic Calming Policies and Guidelines, the 
absence of any traffic speed measurements on this block, the failure to consider calming 
techniques other than a speed hump, the failure to consult all affected residents in the area, 
and the failure to demonstrate adequate community approval of the speed humps. 

By unanimous consent, this was tabled until the next meeting of the ANC. 

New Business: 3124 Mount Pleasant Street pay phone permit application 

Jack offered this resolution: 

Resolved, that ANC1D advises the DDOT Office of Public Space to issue a permit for the 
pay phone at 3124 Mount Pleasant Street NW. 
 
Rationale 
 
Public pay phones are a necessity for the many residents of Mount Pleasant who have neither 
home phones nor cellular phones. 
 
The telephone in question does not obstruct pedestrian traffic on the sidewalk, which is 20 
feet wide at that location. 
 
This telephone is not a public nuisance, and is not known to be associated with any criminal 
activity. 

Passed by unanimous voice vote. 
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New Business: Pedestrian way through Bell/Lincoln 

Gregg introduced this resolution: 

Provide a pedestrian walkway between MtP & Columbia Heights. 

ANC1D resolves to advise the DC departments of Parks and Recreation (DPR), Transporta-
tion (dDoT) , and the DC Public Schools (DCPS) to provide a pedestrian walkway 
continuing the stub of the 1500 block of Lamont between Sixteenth Street and Hiatt Place. 

Rationale 

There is an un-de-commissioned stub of Lamont Street currently used for parking by DPR. If 
extended, this could provide a good base to serve the large amount of current pedestrian 
traffic between Mount Pleasant and Columbia Heights. With the opening of several hundred 
thousand square feet of new shops and other facilities, and the economic and community 
revitalization of Columbia Heights, this foot traffic is likely to expand greatly. 

The current main pedestrian connection, Irving Street, is unsuited to the need. The sidewalks 
are narrow. Foot traffic from Mount Pleasant to the Metro station at 14th and Irving is very 
heavy. The intersection of Irving Street with 16th Street is one of the Top Twenty most 
dangerous in the whole city. Irving Street is one of the cross town arterials carrying an 
increasing burden of traffic. Since cars and people do not mix well, it is prudent to separate 
them, especially where they cross, both in large numbers. 

The great increases in facilities in Columbia Heights, if augmented by the many public and 
commercial facilities in Mount Pleasant, including the planned major upgrade of the Mount 
Pleasant library, could mean a huge benefit for both neighborhoods if there were a better and 
safer link between them. 

Passed by unanimous voice vote. 

New Business: Access to recreational facilities 

Gregg offered this resolution: 

Restore with improvements the DPR Rec facilities at 16th & Lamont. 
 
ANC 1D resolves to advise the DC departments of Parks and Recreation (DPR) and the DC 
Public Schools (DCPS) to restore and improve beyond the previous level of access, scope 
and functionality the recreational facilities at Sixteenth and Lamont Streets, e.g., a soccer 
field open for pickup use, basketball courts, kiddie playground, and a substitute for the 
swimming pool. 
 
Rationale 
 
Ward One contains a very high density of apartment dwellers, most of whom do not own 
cars, and many working at night in DC's very productive hospitality industry.  A reasonable 
estimate of apartment dwellers just on the Mount Pleasant side of 16th Street is about eight 
thousand; the census bureau reports that almost three quarters of ANC 1D's households are 
tenants, and that our population is over 12,000. 

The recreation facilities taken over several years ago for construction debris were once 
heavily used by young families, and for pick up soccer a favorite for the Latino males, with 
the nearby area housing one of the two highest concentrations. The local African-American 
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youth population likes basketball but there are few opportunities to play in supported 
facilities. The small swimming pool was heavily used before the recent construction. 

We observe that there is a huge population that needs recreation during the day, that the 
facilities were once provided and were very heavily used.   

With the rapid growth of many charter and private schools unequipped with recreational 
facilities, the demand for public recreation should increase even more.  The local ANC areas 
are growing in population including the number of young people most inclined to recreation. 

The greatest good for the greatest number demands not only the full restoration of the former 
facilities, but an augmentation of their hours of use and range of offering, plus quality 
maintenance.  

The facilities were once used by folks from all over Ward One, which is seriously deficient 
in public recreation. This is one of the few recreational facilities in Ward One. 
 

Passed by unanimous voice vote. 

New Business: Four-way stop for 18th and Kilbourne  

Rich offered this resolution: 

Resolved, that ANC1D advises the District Department of Transportation to make the 
intersection of 18th Street NW and Kilbourne Place NW a four-way stop. 
 
Rationale 
 
Most of the intersections in the residential areas of Mount Pleasant are all-way stops, 
including 18th and Kenyon, 18th and Lamont, and 18th and Newton. Drivers on Kilbourne 
Place, crossing 18th, commonly assume that the intersection of Kilbourne Place with 18th 
Street is an all-way stop, creating a hazardous situation. It is not obvious to drivers that 18th 
Street is a "through" street, with only Kilbourne Place traffic having a stop sign, following 
the Federal Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices, as a "street entering a through 
highway or street". In fact, 18th Street is not a through street, terminating at Newton Street 
on the north, and Irving Street on the south. 
 
According to the Federal Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices, "Multiway stop 
control is used where the volume of traffic on the intersecting roads is approximately equal." 
This condition pertains to the 18th and Kenyon and 18th and Lamont intersections, which 
are all-way stops. We believe that traffic and pedestrian safety will be enhanced by making 
18th Street and Kilbourne Place also an all-way stop. 
 

Passed by unanimous voice vote. 

New Business: Divert traffic off the 1600 block of Lamont  

Gregg offered this resolution: 

Divert the traffic of of the 1600 block of Lamont 

ANC 1D resolves to advise the DC departments of Transportation (dDoT) to study means of 
diverting the east bound traffic coming through Rock Creek Park on  Park Road from using 
the 1600 block of Lamont. 
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Rationale 

This is a kid rich environment. Kids and a high volume of cars do not mix, especially when 
the street is used as an arterial.  

The dozen or so nearby schools, the public library, and the very high density of apartment 
buildings assure that this is mostly a pedestrian street. 

The traffic from Park Road should be diverted. 

Passed by unanimous voice vote. 

Adjournment 

By unanimous consent, the meeting was adjourned, at 9:25 pm. 
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