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Minutes of the June 23, 2005 special meeting of Advisory Neighborhood 
Commission 1-D  

These minutes approved at the July 5, 2005 monthly business meeting. 

Call to order 

Chair Jack McKay called the meeting to order at approximately 7:10 pm and, noting the presence of 
commissioners Edwards, Kahn, and Wysocki, declared a quorum.  

Public discussion  

Developers Josh Adler and Robb LaKritz were present and offered statements about their condominium 
development at 1636 Irving Street NW. Ryan Ustick, a resident of Adams Mill Road, and a purchaser of 
one of the condominium units, also spoke, as did another buyer. Fay Armstrong of Historic Mount 
Pleasant was also present and offered a statement. Sherrill Berger of Mount Pleasant Main Street later 
arrived and participated. 

1636 Irving resolution 

Rich offered the following resolution: 

RESOLVED, that ANC 1D will file an appeal with the District Board of Zoning 
Adjustment (BZA) to the decision by the District Department of Consumer and Regulatory 
Affairs (DCRA) regarding the building constructed at 1636 Irving Street, N.W. following a 
review of the matter with legal counsel experienced with District of Columbia zoning 
regulations and cases presented before the BZA. 

RESOLVED further, that ANC 1D authorizes an initial stipend of $5000 for fees associated 
with legal counsel for the aforementioned BZA filing. 

RESOLVED further, that members of ANC 1D will form a Legal Services Selection 
committee for the purpose of interviewing and selecting legal representation appropriate for 
the aforementioned BZA filing with the committee being led by Commissioner Richard 
Wysocki, Single Member District 1D05. 
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On May 26, 2005 ANC 1D received a letter from Patrick Canavan, Director of DCRA, in 
response to ANC 1D resolution “ANC 1-D Irving Street Zoning Resolution,” passed 
unanimously at the legally noticed, public monthly meeting of May 23, 2005, with a quorum 
present.  In this letter Mr. Canavan states that “DCRA’s examination of property records and 
information available to the agency disclosed errors in the review and issuance of the 
building permits” that have resulted in the building constructed at 1636 Irving Street, N.W.  
Mr. Canavan admits that “gross mistakes were made at the highest levels of the zoning 
administration” with respect to this matter.  In spite of this, Mr. Canavan has refused to take 
any action with regard to this property, stating that he “will not penalize those who relied 
upon the flawed decisions of the regulatory agency charged with approving the work.” 

Mr. Canavan’s letter does not satisfy the concern of ANC 1D that the construction at 1636 
Irving Street, N.W. sets a dangerous precedent within the R-4 designated areas of Mount 
Pleasant.  It is the goal of ANC 1D to protect the rights of the residents of Mount Pleasant 
and to preserve the integrity of the R-4 zones within the neighborhood in accordance with 
the DC regulations governing R-4 zones.  The spirit of these regulations is summarized in 
the R-4 zoning district summary provided by DCOZ on the agency’s Web site: 

“Permits matter-of-right development of single-family residential uses (including detached, 
semi-detached, row dwellings, and flats), churches and public schools with a minimum lot 
width of 18 feet, a minimum lot area of 1,800 square feet and a maximum lot occupancy of 
60% for row dwellings, churches and Flats, a minimum lot width of 30 feet and a minimum 
lot area of 3000 square feet for semi-detached structures, a minimum lot width of 40 feet and 
a minimum lot area of 4000 square feet and 40% lot occupancy for all other structures; and a 
maximum height of three (3) stories/forty (40) feet. Conversions of existing buildings to 
apartments are permitted for lots with a minimum lot area of 900 square feet per dwelling 
unit.” 

It is noted that the Commissioners of ANC 1D are neither attorneys nor experts in District of 
Columbia Municipal Regulations as they pertain to building construction and zoning.  In 
order to ensure that ANC 1D present the strongest and most coherent case possible, it is 
necessary to procure the services of an attorney with expertise in District zoning laws with a 
preference for experience before the BZA. 

Any Commissioners from ANC 1D may volunteer to participate on the Legal Services 
Selection committee.  Commissioner Wysocki is selected to lead this committee since the 
property in question lies within his Single Member District. 

 

After lengthy discussion, Gregg moved that the resolution be tabled until “no later than the July monthly 
meeting”. The motion was passed by a four to zero vote. 

 

Adjournment 

The meeting was adjourned at about 9:00 pm. 
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