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Minutes of the March 1, 2005 meeting of Advisory Neighborhood Commission 1-D 

 
These minutes approved at the May 3, 2005 monthly business meeting. 
 
Call to order: 

Chair McKay called the meeting to order at approximately 7:15 pm and, noting the presence of 
commissioners Edwards and Wysocki, declared a quorum. 

1D02 and 1D06 vacancies:   

Chair McKay stated that Devenia Roberts, elected to 1D02, has not taken the oath of office, and 
has declined to serve, but has also failed to submit a letter of resignation, so the seat is not 
officially vacant, and the ANC can do nothing about filling that vacancy. 

McKay noted that there were two candidates certified by the Board of Elections for the 1D06 
vacancy, namely Rick Massumi and Angelia Scott, and explained that the DC Code requires that 
the special election to fill a vacancy must take place at a regularly scheduled meeting of the ANC.  

Gregg Edwards stated that “pursuant to our resolution in January, where we can hold the meeting 
either on a Tuesday night or on a weekend, I move that, in this case, as our apartment dwellers are 
deeply involved in this district, that we have our meeting on the weekend, and that I believe 
would be April the second, between two and five, and that the venue be the Mount Pleasant, the 
general meeting room on the ground floor of the Mount Pleasant Branch Library.” McKay 
restated the motion as “to hold the monthly meeting on Saturday, April second, from two p.m. 
until five p.m.” Motion passed by voice vote. 

Minutes:   

Gregg Edwards requested that the consideration of the February meeting minutes be deferred 
until the April meeting. The commission approved deferral by a voice vote. 

Treasurer’s report: 

Treasurer Wysocki noted that we had received the quarterly allotment for the quarter ending in 
December of last year. He then introduced this resolution concerning signature authority at the 
Bank of America: 

Wayne Kahn 1D01 
Secretary 

rtonrhythm@boo.net 

Mount Pleasant Advisory 
Neighborhood Commission 

Gregg Edwards 1D04 
Vice Chair 
g@ge1.org 

1D02 
vacant 

  

Rich Wysocki 1D05 
Treasurer 

rwysocki92@verizon.net 
 

Jack McKay 1D03 
Chair 

Jack.mckay@verizon.net 

P.O. Box 43529 
 Washington, DC 20010  
e-mail: anc@anc1d.org 
Web: www.anc1d.org 

1D06 
vacant 
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Resolved, that ANC1D grants signature authority for checks against the ANC bank account to the 
following individuals: 
 
Gregg Edwards (Vice-Chair) 
Wayne Kahn (Secretary) 
Jack McKay (Chair) 
Richard Wysocki (Treasurer) 
 
Also resolved, that ANC1D revokes signature authority for checks against the ANC bank account 
from the following individuals: 
 
Barbara Bitondo 
Will Grant 
Peter Muller 
Dominic Sale 

 
Commissioner Kahn arrived at 7:20 pm, shortly after the reading of this motion. 

Motion passed by voice vote. 

Community concerns: 
 

Dana Keeney asked about the position of the ANC concerning the single sales moratorium, and 
the proposal of a study of the moratorium. Paul Young asserted that he was an apartment 
dweller, and said that the ANC was not accurately reflecting sentiment among the community. An 
unidentified person asked how the study would be conducted, and would it be done fairly and 
objectively. Brody Burkes complained that the effectiveness of the ban was being questioned by 
assertions of illicit liquor sales, but no one was willing to go to the regulatory authorities with 
evidence of such sales. Dave Bosserman suggested that the ANC become involved with 
imminent City Council legislation concerning affordable housing and noncitizen voting. Brody 
Burkes asked about the possibility of opening a parking lot at the Harvard Towers to public use. 
Jeff Jennings said that, to his knowledge, that parking lot belonged to DCHA. Gregg said that 
the city was attempting to “shop” Harvard Towers, suggesting that the parking lot would be 
included in such a sale.  

Open Resource Web site report: 

Gregg Edwards reported that he has finally obtained the passwords for the ANC 1D Web site. 
The goal is, through the use of open-source software, the creation of a Web site with functionality 
comparable to the sites of large corporations, and the sharing of this software in the community to 
create a set of linked Web sites, with the ANC site as a hub. Rich Wysocki said that he hoped for 
the development of a list of software requirements by the next ANC meeting. 

Long Range Planning report:   

Gregg Edwards said that he has been selected chair of the ANC Assembly Comprehensive Plan 
Committee.  

 

Open Forums:  
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Gregg noted that, at the open forum held last night, too many topics had been chosen, resulting in 
“point-counterpoint”, instead of open discussion. Rich suggested a bit more structure for the 
future forums, while keeping the forums “free flowing” to get people to communicate and talk to 
one another. 

Focus Forums: 

Gregg offered the following resolution: 

ANC1D resolves to hold a series of Focus Forums, starting with a Forum on March 21st 2005 on 
Public Security, and another on April 11th 2005 on Public Space in Mount Pleasant. 

This ANC is inviting civic associations and service organizations to cosponsor these Forums on 
the basis that the primary function is to support greater communication and understanding of 
different interests and arguments within our neighborhood. Thus, conduct should model how we 
can learn to learn together, as well to explore our alternative policy options. 

Each Forum will include consideration of two or three topics, each starting with short 
presentations, followed by an opportunity for participants to make a short statement of question 
or commentary, with the time dividable so that there can be follow up. In the interests of open, 
fair, and balanced discussion, distribution of time will give substantial preference to the 
presentation of alternative views, and then to understanding the reasoning behind those views. 

The three topics for the Focus Forum on Public Security will include: 

First, policing policy and possibilities for improvements. 

Second, public health, including substance abuse and access to care. 

And third, emergency services, including how we can survive rare but terrible events. 

Why 

Our intent is to encourage discussion of issues of common concern within and among the various 
neighborhood groups, and to explore how as a whole neighborhood we can engage our different 
approaches in constructive dialog. 

Motion passed by voice vote. 

Unfinished Business: 

ABRA hearing on single sales: 
 

Gregg offered the following resolution: 
 

Resolved, that ANC1D requests a field evaluation of the effectiveness and consequences, intended 
and unintended, of the single-sales moratorium on Mount Pleasant and on adjacent neighbor-
hoods. This evaluation would include measures of displacement of alcohol-addicted persons to 
adjacent neighborhoods, of disorderly conduct offenses in Mount Pleasant and adjacent 
neighborhoods, of the availability of single containers of alcoholic beverages in Mount Pleasant 
despite the prohibition, and of other unintended consequences of the moratorium.  
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This study, funded, conducted and managed by ABRA and APRA (the Addiction Prevention & 
Recovery Administration ), should be supervised by a Research Advisory Board consisting of one 
representative each designated by ANC 1D, All-Ways Mount Pleasant, the Mount Pleasant 
Business Association, Mount Pleasant Main Street, the Mount Pleasant Neighborhood Alliance, 
Neighbors' Consejo, ABRA & APRA. 

We also request that all of the above organizations be certified by the Alcoholic Beverage 
Control Board as correspondents to be notified and to be accepted as responsible sources of 
testimony on alcohol control issues in Mount Pleasant. 

Why. 

Since a moratorium is by its very name a temporary condition, this study is needed to better put a 
potentially contentious and divisive issue on a more scientific ground, and a basis that could earn 
the respect of a larger portion of our residents. 

The Research Advisory Board (RAB) we recommend would engage the advice and experience of 
organizations that have direct contacts with and knowledge of the pertinent populations. This 
RAB should be able to bring in additional resources and involve the diverse communities within 
this neighborhood as the study is formulated and evolves. 

The information obtained through this study will be valuable in making decisions concerning the 
continuation of the moratorium, and the imposition of similar bans in other District neighbor-
hoods. 

To involve a full range of experienced opinion in formulation of alcohol control policies, ABCB 
should notify all the major involved groups of upcoming hearings, and assure that their evidence 
and testimony is included. 

Rich moved to table this motion until the next monthly meeting. The motion to table failed, the 
Chair voting against, producing a two to two tie. 
 
The Commission then voted on the motion, which failed by a voice vote. 

 
New Business: 
 
Business cards: 
 

Gregg moved “that each commissioner be allocated fifty dollars for purchasing business cards”. 
Motion passed by voice vote. 

Irving Street bus stop bench/shelter: 

Gregg offered the following resolution:  

Resolved, that ANC 1D requests the District Department of Transportation to provide a bench, 
and some measure of weather protection, for the bus stop on Irving Street just south of the 
Kenyon Street intersection. 

Why 
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A major deterrent to the use of public transit is the discomfort of standing at a bus stop, exposed 
to the weather. The bus stop at Irving and Kenyon is fully exposed to rain, snow, and wind, with 
not even a nearby building doorway for shelter. 

This bus stop is especially useful to the residents of Harvard Towers, many of whom are elderly 
and/or disabled, and who have no choice but to take public transit. Being elderly, and commonly 
in poor health, they cannot tolerate extended exposure to rain or cold, yet this location offers 
them no shelter, and no place even to sit while awaiting the bus. 

The current arrangement threatens the health, and perhaps the lives, of almost two hundred 
residents of Harvard Towers, not to mention the many other residents nearby.  

ANC1D recognizes that the location presents special difficulties, being too small to accommodate 
a standard bus shelter. Nonetheless, given the special needs and susceptibility to illness of the 
Harvard Towers residents, a special effort is warranted that would provide a bench, and some 
protection against raw weather. 

Motion passed by voice vote. 

Simultaneous interpretation of meetings, and ADA-compliant audio: 

The topic of equipment to support simultaneous interpretation, and/or hearing assistance for the 
hearing disabled, was brought up for informal discussion. After a brief discussion, Gregg moved 
that the topic be tabled until the next meeting. Motion to table passed by voice vote. 

Community forum on the single sales issue: 

Rich moved “that the ANC sponsor a community discussion event to address the situation of the 
extension and the study of the single sales moratorium, and that this be organized and assembled 
to be conducted this month”. Rich further agreed to “make the effort” to organize such a meeting. 
The Chair observed that a motion not on the agenda requires four votes for passage. The vote on 
this motion was three in favor, one opposed, so the motion failed. 

Adjournment: 

A motion to adjourn was passed by voice vote, and the monthly meeting adjourned, at 9:20 pm, 
two hours and eight minutes after the start. 


