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Minutes of November 1, 2004 Public Meeting 

 
(These minutes approved at the February 1, 2005 monthly meeting) 
 
A scheduled agenda and forum  meeting of the Mount Pleasant Advisory Neighborhood Commission 
1D took place on November 1, 2004 at the La Casa Community Center. 
 
A quorum being present, Chair Grant called the meeting to order at 7:37 PM. In attendance were 
Commissioners Edwards, Grant, McKay, and Sale. ANC staff person Ambria Archibald and 
approximately 30 members of the public were also present. 
 
Approval of Minutes 
 
Commissioner Grant moved to wait until the December meeting to approve the September and 
October meeting minutes. The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
 
Commissioner Grant explained that because Commissioner Muller was not present and because he 
had presented the third quarter report at the October meeting there would not be a November 
Treasurer’s Report. 
 
Community Forum 
 
Dora Johnson stated that she wanted to share some “lessons learned” from when the alley was being 
replaced behind her house. She stated that people must ask questions and be ready to fight to make 
sure it is done right.  
 
Tom Baughman introduced himself as the neighbor whose zoning variance was on the agenda.  
 
Committee reports 
 
Post-streetlight work road repaving, north of Park Road: status report 
 
Commissioner McKay reported that the timeline for the completion of the repaving work north of 
Park Road has now been pushed from Thanksgiving to completion by the first week of December. 
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Widening of the 3400 block of Mt Pleasant Street: status report 
 
Commissioner McKay reminded everyone about the background of the widening of the 3400 block of 
Mount Pleasant Street. One resident of the block has objected and has filed an injunction to stop the 
work. The case will be argued in a judge’s chambers on Wednesday, November 3rd and they will find 
out then if the project can go forward. Commissioner Sale clarified that other than hearing these 
updates from Commission McKay, this ANC has not considered this issue or taken a stand on this 
issue in any way and he wanted that noted in the minutes. 
 
1600 block of Lamont St: Paving/Drainage problems 
 
Commissioner McKay stated that Commissioner Edwards had pointed out that there is a drainage 
problem on 1600 block of Lamont Street. He stated that he was using his contacts at the Department 
of Transportation to see if this could be fixed.  
 
ANC-agency communication 
 
Commissioner Edwards stated that it would be nice if the ANC could find out about these issues and 
find out about the agencies’ future projects and share the schedule with the neighbors. Commissioner 
Edwards stated that he would not have a resolution to propose at this meeting but would be brought 
back at the December meeting. Commissioner Grant stated that it would be “Agency Coordination 
Initiative” and would be on the December agenda. 
 
Letter to WASA 
 
Commissioner McKay read a letter he had drafted to WASA concerning the abuse of Emergency No 
Parking privileges by District contractors. Commissioner Grant proposed cc’ing the Mayor, 
Councilmember Schwartz, the Washington Post, the City Paper, DC North, Common Denominator, 
Jose Sueiro, In-Towner and Robert Bob. Commissioner McKay accepted the friendly amendment. 
The motion to approve the letter passed unanimously. 
 
Proposal to transfer WASA to Public Service Commission 
 
Commissioner Edwards proposed the drafting of a letter to WASA proposing that WASA be 
transferred to be under the jurisdiction of the Public Service Commission with the appropriate budget 
to handle the extra load. Commissioner McKay urged the commission to take this up off-line so as 
not to take up the time of the meeting. 
 
ANC approval of 1774 Hobart Street zoning variance application 
 
Commissioner Sale stated that it was in Commissioner Muller’s SMD but that since he was not there, 
he was going to present the resolution. 
 

Whereas ANC 1D has received Board of Zoning Adjustment Application Number 
17257 seeking special exceptions to zoning restrictions to permit the construction of 
an open deck on the rear of 1774 Hobart Street, NW; 
Whereas this deck is a replacement for a previously existing deck of similar 
construction and dimensions; 
Whereas the adjacent houses in the row currently have rear decks of similar 
construction and dimensions; 
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Whereas behind 1774 Hobart there is only an alley, a small parking lot, and no cross-
alley neighbors to be affected by the presence of this deck, nor by the reduction of 
rear yard setback and court width below R-4 zoning requirements; 
Whereas this deck is not visible from any public street; 
Whereas the deck is elevated above an existing driveway, and does not, at ground 
level, affect court width and rear yard setback; 
Resolved, that ANC 1D does not object to the approval by the BZA of these special 
exceptions. 

 
The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Housing Committee 
 
Commissioner Edwards distributed his report to the commissioners, and announced that the next 
meeting of the Housing Committee would be in the small meeting room of the library on Saturday, 
November 6th at 10am. Commissioner Grant asked that those interested in the issue of affordable 
housing attend the meeting on Saturday and have the committee come up with specific resolutions to 
be brought before the whole commission. 
 
New Business 
 
Lamont Park usage policy (allowed music sound levels) 
 
Commissioner McKay reported that the maximum allowed sound level at Lamont Park had been 
reduced by the Department of Parks and Recreation from 78 to 60 decibels, which is not audible 
above traffic, and did not allow musical performances in the park. The ANC considered this 
resolution concerning these sound levels: 
 

Whereas entertainment events, including live musical performances, in Lamont Park 
are popular in Mount Pleasant, and contribute to the vitality and small-town 
neighborliness of our urban community;  
Whereas Lamont Park, a triangle park formed by the confluence of Lamont, Mount 
Pleasant, and Seventeenth Streets, was built with a stage specifically to permit live 
entertainment events; 
Whereas the maximum permissible sound level from performances in such public 
parks was, until recently, set by the Department of Parks and Recreation at 78 dB(A), 
a level which was adequate for musical performances, yet did not impose 
uncomfortable sound levels on nearby residents; 
Whereas the Department of Parks and Recreation has recently revised this maximum 
to 60 dB(A); 
Whereas this lower maximum is too low to permit satisfactory musical performances 
in the park, because the noise level in the park due to traffic on the adjacent streets is 
75 dB(A), as is typical for an urban street; 
Whereas this lower maximum sound level is unnecessary for the comfort of the 
nearby neighbors, the normal noise level of the street being well above this 
maximum; 
Resolved, that ANC 1D calls on the Department of Parks and Recreation to restore 
the previous maximum permissible sound level to 78 dB(A), and on the District 
Council to pass any legislation needed to permit this change. 

 
The motion passed unanimously. 
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Latino Committee 
 
Latino Literature Fest 
 
Olivia Cadaval, Chair of the Latino Committee, informed everyone that there would be a committee 
meeting that Wednesday, November 3rd, 7pm at Don Jaime’s. Commissioner Edwards stated that one 
of his proposals was to have festivals to celebrate the Latino experience in the United States. 
 
Traffic and Parking Committee 
 
ANC approvals of Residential Permit Parking changes in Mount Pleasant: Status report 
 
Commissioner McKay stated that each time a street goes RPP, most residents find out afterwards, 
only after the signs go up. He stated that he thinks his efforts have proven to the Department of 
Transportation that the ANC should be given a chance to review RPP petitions before approval by the 
Department. The latest instance was on his own street, and he was able to get the petitions before the 
signs went up, perhaps indicating that the Department will now permit ANC review. 
 
Commissioner Edwards moved to request a map of the currently zoned blocks in the neighborhood 
from the city. The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Business District Committee 
 
Commissioner Sale stated that the Mount Pleasant Main Street Annual Meeting, where a new board 
would be elected, would take place on Thursday, November 11th, 7pm at the La Casa Community 
Center. He stated that this represented a major change in the organization, which would be adopting a 
new set of bylaws and after the election, they would be reporting to the ANC at the ANC’s meetings. 
 
Commissioner Edwards stated that he wanted to present a resolution concerning table candles in 
restaurants, and recent visits by the Fire Department to restaurants threatening $1,000 fines for having 
candles without a permit. 
 
The ANC supports the businesses in Mount Pleasant and their opposition to requirements for 
permits… can’t hear resolution and don’t have copy. 
 
Commissioner Sale moved to table the motion until they had more information. The motion was 
tabled by the Chair until the December meeting where they could hear from the restaurant owners. 
 
Expenses 
 
Commissioner Grant presented Staff Member Ambria Archibald’s invoice and moved for approval. 
The motion failed with three in favor and one abstention. 
 
Adjournment 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 10:35pm after losing a quorum with the departure of Commissioner 
Edwards. 
 


