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Draft Minutes of September 13, 2004 Public Meeting 

A scheduled agenda and forum meeting of the Mount Pleasant Advisory 
Neighborhood Commission 1D took place on September 13, 2004 at the La Casa 
Community Center.  
 
A quorum being present, Chair Grant called the meeting to order at 7:37 PM.  
In attendance were Commissioners Grant, McKay, Muller, and Sale. 
Commissioner Edwards arrived at approximately 7:45 after the approval of the 
minutes.  ANC Staff Person Ambria Archibald and approximately 25 members of 
the public were also present.  

Approval of Minutes 

Commissioner Grant asked commissioners if there were any comments on or 
changes to the August meeting minutes.  
 
Commissioner Grant moved to approve the minutes.  The motion was seconded.  
 
The motion passed unanimously by a hand vote.  
 
There was a discussion about the meeting’s agenda.  Commissioner Edwards 
expressed his concern that the agenda that was posted seven days earlier 
differed significantly from the agenda being used at the meeting.   
 
Commissioner Grant stated that the practice of the ANC is to keep the agenda 
flexible – that the draft posted prior is not set in stone.   
 
Commissioner Edwards stated that that the commission should follow the 
agenda order presented earlier out of respect to the community.  He stated that 
there were contentious issues at stake and that many people were not able to 
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stay for an entire meeting and that they planned their arrival according to the 
posted agenda.   
 
After a discussion of where to move the topic of parking meters, Commissioner 
Grant stated that it would remain in “New Business” at the end of the meeting.   
 
Commissioner Edwards stated that he reserved the right to challenge any items 
presented in the committee reports that were not originally included in the 
agenda. 
 
Treasurer's Report 
Treasurer Muller had nothing to report.  He stated that there would be a quarterly 
report presented at the October meeting. 
 
Community Forum 
A number of community members raised issues related to the streetlight work.  
Commissioner Grant asked that they save their questions and comments for the 
full committee report scheduled on the agenda. 
 
Joe Keyerleber of Ingleside Terrace stated his concern that many trashcans were 
left with their lids off and gathering water, which has created prime breeding 
grounds for mosquitoes.  He stated that everyone should take care to close their 
trash lids but expressed concern that often lids were left off by the garbage 
collectors after pick-up.  He requested that the commissioners bring this issue to 
the attention of the city to ask workers to replace the lids. 
 
Commissioner Grant stated that he would raise the issue Councilmember 
Graham and the DC Department of Public Works. 
 
Another neighbor stated that her lid had been removed and not returned.  
Commissioner Grant encouraged her to call the Mayor’s Call Center at 202-727-
1000 where she would get a tracking number that she could use to follow-up if 
her concerns were not addressed. 
 
Charlotte Bauer of Park Road stated that her trashcans are left strewn 
everywhere making it difficult for her to get out of her driveway. 
 
Gladys Mitchell stated that if the garbage collectors leave her trashcan open, her 
neighbors use it for their trash.   
 
Commissioner Grant responded that a notice could be posted in the 
neighborhood reminding neighbors to use their own trashcans. 
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A few neighbors expressed concern that their trash had not been picked up for 
weeks at a time although none were currently experiencing this problem.  The 
DDOT representatives confirmed that delays were probably due to the streetlight 
work and thanked the neighbors for their patience. 
 
Rudy Berg asked if the intersection of Park and Mt. Pleasant, which had recently 
been resurfaced, was going to be restriped with yellow lines and a crosswalk.  
The DDOT representative responded that she would look into the matter. 
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Committee Reports  

Traffic and Parking Committee 
Karyn LeBlanc and Jama Abdi of the District Department of Transportation 
(DDOT) were present to talk about the progress and future work of DDOT in the 
neighborhood and to answer questions. 
 
Ms. LeBlanc gave an introduction stating that the Mt. Pleasant work have been a 
difficult project because of the coordination between DDOT, WASA and Pepco - 
the latter two of which used the DDOT project as an opportunity to do their own 
work in order to not tear up the roads multiple times. 
 
She encouraged residents to call her directly with any questions, 202-298-2823 
or email karyn.leblanc@dc.gov. She stated that this was preferable to residents 
asking the DDOT workers they encountered on the street so that all information 
would come from one source. 
 
Jama distributed a color-coded map (see attached) illustrating the streetlight 
installation schedule.  The orange section shows areas where the streetlights are 
installed and ready to be turned on. They were to be checked the evening of the 
meeting and the old lights would not be turned off until DDOT was sure the new 
were working properly.  This area runs between (but not including) 16th and 18th 
streets, above Park Road, with the exception of the area of 17th Street below 
Newton Street.  The pink section is scheduled to be energized next and includes 
the alleys on either side of Ingleside.  This work was temporarily delayed 
because materials were stolen from the construction site.  They are now slated 
for completion by September 30th.  The map’s blue section illustrates where the 
poles are up and wired but they were still waiting for globes.  These are 
scheduled for completion in approximately three weeks (October 15, 2004 latest).  
This area includes Ingleside Terrace, Newton, and Monroe streets between 18th 
and 19th and those sections of 18th and 19th above Park Road. 
 
Mr. Abdi stated that the demolition of existing lights would start the following 
Monday.  The resurfacing would be held off until WASA has completed its work 
and the sidewalk repair work was complete.  WASA is replacing lead connector 
lines between the main water lines and individual homes.   
 
Commissioner Grant asked if all roads would be repaved or just patched.   Mr. 
Abdi stated that they would be ripped up and repaved and that this process 
would take place block by block with one day slated for removal of the old 
surface and one day for the new surface per block. 
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Commissioner Grant asked if the shields that reflect light down away from homes 
would be installed.  Mr. Abdi responded that DDOT was reluctant to install them 
on all of the lights but that residents who wanted shields on lights that would 
shine near their homes could contact Karen and a list would be compiled. 
 
Commissioner Grant asked what surface would be used to repave the alleys – 
particularly those on either side of Ingleside Terrace.  Mr. Abdi replied that there 
had been a lot of back and forth regarding the surface and that he thought the 
decision had been the northern alley would be done in concrete and the southern 
alley would be done in brick.  He stated that he would check and look into why 
they were different. 
 
A neighbor asked if the alley between Mount Pleasant and 18th Street would be 
done in connection with this project.  Mr. Abdi responded that it was not 
scheduled for this project but he would check to see if it was scheduled in the 
future. 
 
A neighbor recalled that the Bancroft School’s garden project area was used as a 
staging ground for the construction and asked if the garden would be replaced. 
 
Mr. Abdi responded that anything that was disturbed was to be replaced to the 
state that it was before the construction and that a final inspection would be done 
to ensure that this was the case. 
 
Commissioner Sale asked what the follow-up plans were for the southern half of 
Mount Pleasant.  
 
Mr. Abdi and Ms. LeBlanc stated that a plan has been finalized but DDOT does 
not have the funds this year to complete the project.  They are pushing to get the 
project included in the 2005 budget. The work will not include a complete system 
overhaul as occurred in the Northern end.  To keep the costs at a minimum, 
PEPCO manholes will be used if possible instead of DDOT cutting their own.  
This issue will be resolved by the end of October.   
 
Commissioner Sale urged DDOT to prioritize this work because of the serious 
safety hazards posed by the lack of lights, particularly on Hobart Street. 
 
Commissioner Edwards stated that he was a new commissioner and asked 
DDOT to send him background information about the project so that he did not 
use meeting time to review information that other people already had.  He then 
asked if DDOT had approached the ANC before the project began to find out 
which areas were of a priority for the neighborhood.  He urged DDOT to use the 
advisory system of the ANC to work with the ANC’s and other civic organizations 
to communicate the agency’s priorities and to hear directly from the communities 
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about their needs. 
 
Ms. LeBlanc stated that DDOT has become increasingly cooperative with 
communities and the ANC’s.  In the past, planners would come in and look at 
transportation upgrade issues without consulting with community members but 
now they put a plan together and go to the ANC before implementation. 
 
Commissioner Edwards that he wanted Mount Pleasant to be a multicultural and 
innovative neighborhood and to that end wanted to start now in building better 
channels of communication between city agencies such as DDOT and ANC1D.  
He stated that he specifically wanted to see a list of future projects in or abutting 
Mount Pleasant. 
 
Ms. LeBlanc responded DDOT is doing more and more upfront communication 
with the ANC’s, civic organizations and businesses.  She stated that the 
transportation planners go into the communities and do studies looking at a 
variety of factors and make recommendations for upgrades and improvements 
that should be made to better serve the communities.  In the past they have done 
these completely independently but what they are trying to do more and more is 
put a plan together based on all the work that needs to be done and the budget 
constraints and then go to the ANC’s and communities and say what they would 
like do and ask for feedback.  She stated that this seems to be working very well.  
She stated that this would occur with Phase II of this project – the plans were 
already complete but DDOT would come to the community to ask for their 
requirements so that the project would go forward more smoothly. 
 
Commissioner Edwards asked what DDOT and the ANC’s could do to look at the 
long-term transportation, parking, streetlights and other needs so that work was 
not done just in one part of a neighborhood but instead served the entire 
community.  He stated that the majority of residents lived in a strip of apartment 
buildings on or near 16th Street and in that area there were many streetlights out 
and many potholes.  He gave the example of the 1600 block of Lamont Street 
where the asphalt was installed improperly so that the there was no curb. This 
has meant that when it rains heavily, the sidewalks are flooded.  He stated that if 
a plan was developed, these kinds of miscarriages of justice might not occur. 
 
She further stated that many communities have formed committees to talk about 
these issues regularly and have invited representatives from DDOT to join.  She 
encouraged the ANC to contact the ward’s transportation planner and include 
them in these conversations so that expectations remain realistic and the public 
understands why projects are taking place.  She stated that the community 
should create a list of concerns and work with the planners to make sure that 
these concerns were addressed. 
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Commissioner Edwards requested a copy of the plans already slated for the 
community so that the ANC could make it available to the community.  He asked 
that DDOT set up a single point of contact for communications so that complaints 
could be addressed.  He gave Ms. LeBlanc a 3x5 card with his complaint (of the 
sidewalk flooding on Lamont Street) so that she could follow up with him.  He 
stated that this was particularly important when work was being done in the 
SMD’s and asked that DDOT contact the representative of the specific SMD 
when work was planned. 
 
Commissioner McKay asked if it would be possible to correct the excessive 
crowning in some streets when resurfacing the streets. 
 
Ms. LeBlanc stated that this was possible and she would bring it to the 
contractor’ s attention. 
 
Commissioner Sale asked if she had been invited to any of the Transportation 
Committee meetings. 
 
Ms. LeBlanc responded that she had not but that did not mean someone had not 
been invited.  She stated that she would be amenable to attending these 
meetings or sending someone else from DDOT. 
 
Commissioner Edwards stated that DC law required that there be single point of 
contact for agencies to ensure that there was proper communication with the 
community.   He asked DDOT to consider the nature of that law and how they 
might implement that in relation to Mount Pleasant. 
 
Ms. LeBlanc stated that the Mayor’s Call Center (202-727-1000) was a great way 
to file a specific complaint.  These calls are designated to the appropriate agency 
and the agencies are required to respond.  Callers are given a tracking number 
so that if they do not hear back from someone, they can track the status their 
complaint.  The Mayor wants the agencies to be responding to these complaints 
and will hold the agencies accountable. 
 
Charlotte Bauer asked if it was possible to install speed bumps in the alley 
between 19th and Walbridge because commuters use it as a shortcut and there 
have been accidents and many close calls. 
 
Ms. LeBlanc stated that she would forward this request to Mr. Abdi’s contractors 
and have them look into it. 
 
Todd Kutyla commented that compared to other construction projects that had 
taken place in the neighborhood, DDOT was doing a much better job.  He stated 
that he had found contractors and workers to be much more knowledgeable and 
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helpful about what was going on and while the process had not gone by entirely 
smoothly, he wanted to commend DDOT on the improvement, particularly in 
communicating with the public. 
 
Commissioner Edwards stated that he thought DDOT should speak with some of 
the residents in the southern and eastern parts of the neighborhood where there 
was the highest concentration of people and that perhaps future implementation 
of city services should be weighed by geographic area.  He encouraged DDOT to 
think about modern ways of upgrading utilities using new technologies that could 
be much more efficient and cost effective than 30-40 year old technology.  He 
stated that he thought fairness should be considered in implementation 
particularly if 80% of the money was being spent on an area where 20% of the 
population lived. He stated that DDOT could phase the projects with modern 
engineering methods to install portions of the project as money became available 
so that it was equitable for all.  He stated that it was urgent for DDOT to talk with 
the community before doing work. 
 
Ms. LeBlanc stated that she objected to the implication that DDOT gave better 
services to certain areas.  She stated that new technologies were used and that 
the work plans were based on studies conducted by city transportation planners, 
which demonstrated where the work was most needed. She again encouraged 
Commissioner Edwards and the ANC to speak with the ward’s transportation 
planner. 
 
Commissioner Edwards clarified that he was not charging that DDOT was 
discriminatory but that DDOT should be aware of the disparities for future 
planning. 
 
Mr. Abdi stated that these projects were based on need – not on population 
count. 
 
Gladys Mitchell commented that they had complained that a south side alley was 
in much worse repair than a north side alley that was slated for work and that 
they called and issued a complaint and eventually money was found to resurface 
the southern alley even though it was not originally in the budget. 
 
Ms. LeBlanc explained that this project had taken place in a particular order 
because of the circuitry so that if a light was not in the plan it was because it was 
not in that circuit.  The old circuit was set up so that if one light went out, they all 
went out and so that is why it was so important to do this work.  The new lights 
would be on independent circuits so that this would not be a problem. 
 
Commissioner Grant thanked Ms. LeBlanc and Mr. Abdi for their time. 
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Commissioner McKay stated that he would present his resolution regarding 
“Emergency No Parking” signs during the New Business portion of the meeting. 
 
Detour from the Agenda 
Commissioner McKay introduced the neighbor whose request for a zoning 
variance had been passed at the August meeting.  His presence was requested 
by the commissioners at the August meeting to ensure that he had checked with 
his neighbors for any objections to his proposed plans.  Mr. Flowers spoke briefly 
stating that his neighbors were fine with his plans and in fact could not believe 
that he was going through the zoning variance request process for such a small 
project. 
 
Commissioner McKay stated that he had two members of the Historic Mount 
Pleasant Board look at the property and that one had asked why he had even 
bothered to ask and had agreed that it was fine. 
 
Commissioner Sale thanked the neighbor for attending and clarified that the 
commission was not telling the resident to ask permission of his neighbors, only 
to let them know of his plans so that they could voice any objections. 
 
Commissioner Edwards asked when the Traffic and Parking Committee met and 
the names of its members.  He stated that he wanted to know if Commissioner 
McKay’s report was that of a committee or if it was his own personal report.  
 
Commissioner McKay responded that ANC committees were designed to create 
a vehicle for people to talk with commissioners but those who participated in 
committees did not make decisions or write resolutions.  Because committee 
members are not chosen by the ANC or the public and therefore in no way 
approved by the community and in many cases the community does not even 
know who they are, committee reports are ultimately a report of the 
commissioner who chairs the committee and he or she must take responsibility 
for any reports or resolutions presented at the ANC meetings.  He stated that in 
his case, he corresponded with the members of his committee via email when 
they had concerns and he then acted on those concerns as necessary. 
 
A neighbor responded that, while he agreed committee members served only an 
advisory role and could not present resolutions or make decisions, there was no 
reason why the membership of the committees should not be completely 
transparent.   
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Commissioner and Chair Grant stated that he would like to not get into an 
extended discussion of committee structure at this time and would continue with 
the meeting. 
 
Crime and City Services Committee 
 
Emergency Medical Services Presentation 
Kenneth Lyons and Cynthiana Lightfoot, both paramedics with DC Emergency 
Medical Services, were present to talk about Bill #15-837, introduced to the 
Council of the District of Columbia by Councilmember Carol Schwartz to 
establish the District of Columbia Emergency Medical Services Agency as a 
separate administrative unit within the Executive Office of the Mayor.   
 
Ms. Lightfoot passed out the resolution while Mr. Lyons introduced himself as a 
paramedic with DC Fire and Rescue Company.  He stated that the DC EMS has 
been within the Fire Department for 30 years. He stated that the health needs of 
the community have not been the priority of the department.  He stated that 
across the country, in cities with similar demographics, these health issues have 
been made a priority by separating fire and EMS services.  He stated that the 
priority of the Fire Department is, of course, fighting fires, and increasingly, to 
prepare for terrorist attacks.  However, of the 283,000 calls it received last year, 
145,000 were for medical emergencies and yet the EMS received less than 15% 
of the budget.  Out of 1600 trained firefighters only 240 have medical training.  
He further stated that the District has lost 169-174 trained paramedics in the last 
two years and these individuals cost $25,000-$40,000 of taxpayers money to 
train.  Since January, the District has lost 40 paramedics.  He stated that most 
are going to the surrounding counties where emergency services are a separate 
entity, better funded and receive better training.  
 
Ms. Lightfoot explained that the District has one paramedic for every 14,000 
people and that EMT’s receive 120 hours of training versus the 18,000 hours of 
training a paramedic receives.  She stated that something needed to be done to 
stop the drain of paramedics.  She stated that the District is in a unique situation 
because the population is approximately 579,000 in evenings but swells to 2 
million during the day and yet there are the same numbers of paramedics at all 
times.   
 
Mr. Lyons stated that a number of reports had been issued and all, even those 
sponsored by the Mayor, had recommended that the EMS be removed from 
within the Fire Department.  He stated that the DC firehouse doors are locked 
and that symbolized the department’s mindset in relation to the communities it 
serves with taxpayer dollars.  He stated that residents in the northwestern part of 
the District had the support of the Bethesda Chevy Chase response team but 
Mount Pleasant residents did not have that support.  He stated that he finds it 
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increasingly difficult to work in the agency and that District residents are suffering 
because of the long response times of the Fire Department. 
 
Commissioner Sale asked how much this plan would cost. 
 
Ms. Lightfoot responded that she saw the initiative as priceless.  She stated that 
the funding is available but it needs to be managed in the right way and the 
department needs to pursue outside grants as other cities have done.  She 
stated that they needed to involve the community now because EMS is a 
consumer-driven service. 
 
Commissioner Grant asked what the current status of the bill in front of the Bill 
and what it aims to do.   
 
Ms. Lightfoot responded that the bill would establish the EMS as a separate 
entity and it is currently in committee.  Until it goes out of committee  
 
Mr. Lyons stated that the bill lays out the separation in phases. The first phase 
would be to give EMS its own administrative head who would have authority to 
make decisions and who would have the unique medical skills and knowledge to 
lead the department.  The second phase would be to set up a separate EMS 
service is 3-5 years.  He stated that nine other council members support the bill.  
He stated that he was asking the commission to pass the resolution supporting 
the separation of services. 
 
Commissioner Grant read aloud resolution: 
 

WHEREAS, in addition to hours of citywide televised testimony before 
the DC City Council, ANC 1D has heard a presentation by DC EMS 
staff of some of the serious problems inherent in the present 
combination of the DC Fire and DC EMS Departments; 
 
WHEREAS other cities have seen fit to separate their comparable 
combined Fire/EMS systems (including such cities as Austin/Travis 
County TX, Louisville, KY and Pittsburgh, PA); 
 
WHEREAS the decisions, needs, operations, and maintenance of the 
two systems, Fire and EMS, require such very different analyses, 
processes, training and equipment requiring different skills, aptitudes, 
and abilities; 
 
WHEREAS the inequitable treatment, supply, opportunities and 
training of the DC EMS personnel, compared to those of the uniformed 
fire fighters within the combined Fire/EMS system, have led to large 
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numbers of DC-trained EMS personnel leaving DC for jobs in other 
areas, along with the serious demoralization of the remaining EMS 
staff; and 
 
WHEREAS the separation of the DC EMS service from the DC Fire 
Department would enable the EMS to benefit from the full use and 
management of its own funds, in addition to enabling the EMS to 
benefit from particular Federal grants available for emergency medical 
training and supplies; 
 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that ANC 1D supports Bill #15-837 
introduced to the DC City Council by Councilmember Carol Schwartz 
to establish the District of Columbia Emergency Medical Services 
Agency as a separate administrative unit within the Executive Office of 
the Mayor.  

 
The motion was seconded. 
 
Commissioner Grant asked what ANC’s, other than ANC3C, had passed the 
resolution. 
 
Mr. Lyons stated that ANC8C was currently considering it and they were 
scheduled to present it to Dupont Circle’s ANC.   
 
Commissioner Sale thanked Mr. Lyons and Ms. Lightfoot for their presentation of 
a complex issue.  He asked if the engines were used for first responder service 
and if so, how the separation would work. 
 
Ms. Lightfoot stated that the paramedic engine company has 5 engines and that 
in most cases if someone makes a medical emergency call, they will get an 
engine with an EMT. She stated that she did not think this was the best way to 
deliver service.   
 
Mr. Lyons added that even in cities where EMS is separate, engines play crucial 
role as first responders but that to separate the two helps alleviate the fire 
department’s responsibilities so that they can concentrate on training for 
weapons of mass destruction and anti-terrorism etc and don’t have to use that 
time for medical calls. He stated that he did not see this as an anti-fire bill, but 
instead a pro-EMS bill.  He did not want this to be a divorce but a mitigating 
restructure so that everyone got the proper training that they needed. 
 
Commissioner Sale stated that he was concerned that, because the services 
were intertwined for so long, it would be difficulty to separate the two. 
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Mr. Lyons stated that under former mayors, this process had been started and 
that the EMS already had its own management structure within the fire 
department but it did not have decision-making power.   He stated that EMS 
would still be co-housed in firehouses. 
 
Commissioner Sale stated that he thought that part of the justification for the two 
being managed together was because of the shared fleet of vehicles and that it 
meant that the large engines were used more regularly than just once a week for 
a fire.  He asked if this plan called for a separation of fleets. 
 
Ms. Lightfoot responded that it was not efficient to send a huge truck for a 
medical calls – particularly those not designed to navigate narrow city streets. 
 
Commissioner Sale asked if, apart form gaining the full support of commission, if 
it would be helpful for the ANC to support the reinstatement of the old 
management structure. 
 
Ms. Lightfoot answered that this was the first phase of the proposed plan so it 
was a start but ideally the commission would support the full bill. 
 
Commissioner Edwards stated that he had written a 1300 word essay about this 
issue to the other commissioners and that he had played a number of advisory 
roles on committees or groups looking at this issue. He stated that the issue 
carried particular weight with him because he had suffered a cardiac event at a 
physician’s office two blocks from George Washington University Hospital.  The 
ambulance had arrived within five minutes but was not able to move him to the 
hospital until a ladder truck arrived with the paramedic.  Those in the ambulance 
were not trained to give injections or take vital signs.  He stated that he has also 
witnessed twenty or so other incidents where the service was very close to a 
joke.  He stated that while he wanted to see EMS separated, he could not vote 
for the resolution with the various whereas clauses because they contained 
statements that he did not know to be true or have direct knowledge of.  He 
moved to strike the whereas clauses and support the bill but come back to the 
issue when the committee had more time.  
 
Commissioner Grant stated that there is a lot of vital public health information 
that is withheld from the community so that they are not able to make informed 
decisions about important issues like this one. 
 
Commissioner Grant asked what the timing of the bill was and if the commission 
could hold off on voting on the resolution. 
 
Ms. Lightfoot responded that they are looking for support as soon as possible 
because they hope that the community support will help push the bill out of 
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committee and to a vote. 
 
Commissioner McKay stated that the bill had seven sponsors on the District 
Council and asked if that meant it had a lot of force behind it in the Council. 
 
Commissioner Edwards stated that he has argued that this is one of the most 
vital bills that the commissioners could be considering because of the 
incompetence and delay that people see when they call for emergency medical 
services and that this needs to be addressed before more people die. 
 
Commissioner McKay asked who opposed the bill and why. 
 
Ms. Lightfoot stated that the Executive Office, the Mayor, the City Managerial all 
oppose the bill because of the funding.  He stated that EMS brings in a lot of 
money to the fire department. 
 
A neighbor commented that he has worked on an ambulance and it is an eye-
opening experience to see what goes one and said that this bill could not be 
passed quickly enough.  He stated that the things that the fire department have 
to do to be EMT’s and the what the EMT’s have to do to firefighters permits any 
of them from doing their jobs well.   
 
Laurie Collins stated that looking at the resolution, while there might be “whereas 
clauses” that the commissioners did not know about but that the last clause was 
enough to gain the commission’s support.  She stated that there have been other 
separations of agencies that have worked really well and that this is very 
important. 
 
Richard Huffine stated that the community has to be careful.  The fact that the 
Mayor does not want this is a big hurdle because even if many of the council 
members do support the bill, the Council does not typically stand up to the 
Mayor.  He called on the community to take action and put pressure on the 
Mayor – not just the ANC’s.  He encouraged everyone to use Councilmember  
Paterson’s influence to stand up to the Mayor to get this bill the proper attention.  
He agreed that some of the whereas clauses should probably be dropped. 
 
Commissioner Muller asked what it would cost to set up the separate agency. 
 
Ms. Lightfoot stated that if they received what they were supposed to receive, as 
allotted in the budget, they would be fine but, for example, last year EMS was 
allotted 28 million but only received 15 million and the rest went to fire-side 
equipment.  The fire chief made these financial decisions without any objections 
because it is at his discretion. 
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Commissioner Sale stated that it was a very persuasive argument being made 
but that he wanted to hear the other side before he voted on the full resolution.  
He stated that he would support at least the stronger management structure but 
not the yet the full resolution. 
 
Commissioner McKay stated that he agreed with Commissioner Sale. He stated 
that he did not feel comfortable making a decision on a very complex issue 
before hearing the other side. 
 
Mr. Lyons stated that the three reports he mentioned give all of the necessary 
information to support the bill and he will send copies of the reports to the 
commission.  He stated that he would also provide various white papers from 
other cities that have faced this decision across the country.  He stated that he 
would also provide tapes of the June and May hearings. 
 
Commissioner Grant moved to table the motion. 
 
The motion was seconded. 
 
Commissioner Edwards stated that he felt the situation was too dangerous to be 
perfectionist about the resolution.  He moved to drop the first four clauses and 
just use the last “whereas” and the “resolved” clause. 
 
Commissioner Sale asked what a month delay would do to the EMS effort.  He 
asked what would be preferable – a unanimous decision later or a split vote 
tonight. 
 
Mr. Lyons stated that the situation was serious and explained that this issue has 
been going on for 15 years.  He stated that Prince Georges, Montgomery, and 
Fairfax counties are all actively recruiting for single-role providers and that in 
order to stop the drain of DC paramedics to these counties, there needs to be a 
clear sign that progress is being made and that DC will be a viable place for them 
to work in the future.  He stated they are already down from 240 providers to 100. 
 
Commissioner Grant withdrew his motion to table. 
 
Commissioner Grant read aloud the amended resolution:  
 

WHEREAS the separation of the DC EMS service from the DC Fire 
Department would enable the EMS to benefit from the full use and 
management of its own funds, in addition to enabling the EMS to 
benefit from particular Federal grants available for emergency medical 
training and supplies; 
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THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that ANC 1D supports Bill #15-837 
introduced to the DC City Council by Councilmember Carol Schwartz 
to establish the District of Columbia Emergency Medical Services 
Agency as a separate administrative unit within the Executive Office of 
the Mayor.  
 

 
Commissioner Sale stated that he would support resolving to urge the Council to 
move the bill out of committee but not the bill itself at this time. 
 
Commissioner Muller stated that while he appreciated the urgency, if this had 
been going on for 15 years, this was just coming to the ANC in the last week. 
 
Commissioner Grant moved to table to the October Meeting. 
 
The motion passed 4/1 with Commissioner Edwards opposing. 
 
Commissioner Edwards moved to reword the resolved paragraph to support 
moving the bill out of committee. 
 
Commissioner Grant read the revised resolution: 
 

WHEREAS the separation of the DC EMS service from the DC Fire 
Department would enable the EMS to benefit from the full use and 
management of its own funds, in addition to enabling the EMS to 
benefit from particular Federal grants available for emergency medical 
training and supplies; 

 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that ANC 1D supports the reporting 
out of Bill #15-837, introduced to the DC City Council by 
Councilmember Carol Schwartz to establish the District of Columbia 
Emergency Medical Services Agency as a separate administrative unit 
within the Executive Office of the Mayor, from the Committee of the 
Judiciary to the full Council. 

 
The motion was seconded. 
 
Commissioner Muller asked why it was locked in committee. 
 
Commissioner Edwards stated that the firefighter’s union was very powerful. 
 
Commissioner McKay stated that he thought it would be helpful for the 
commission to hear from Councilmember Graham on this issue at the October 
meeting. 
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Mr. Lyons stated that Councilmember Graham had been very helpful in trying to 
fund bilingual providers on the staff but that it had not gone through. 
 
Commissioner Muller stated that he did not think the rewording changed the 
resolution and that he would still not support it. 
 
The motion passed 3/2 with commissioners Muller and McKay opposing. 
 
Mount Pleasant Branch Library Presentation 
Richard Huffine, Secretary, Friends of Mount Pleasant Branch Library reported 
on four points of interest.  The first was that DC Public Board of Trustees had 
voted to not filter Internet use at the library. Mr. Huffine stated that this was a 
tough fight because they were pressured to filter so as to get $90,000 in federal 
funding, The issue will come back to determine if parents can filter internet use 
for their children (or themselves) but the Board understands that this is not just a 
matter of federal money but more importantly about personal freedoms. 
 
The second point was regarding the renovation of the Mount Pleasant Branch 
Library.  Mr. Huffine stated that Councilmember Graham had succeeded in 
allocating $750,000 for the renovation to be controlled by the Office of Property 
Management to be sure that the money was spent.  Mr. Huffine stated that 
Friends of the Mount Pleasant Branch Library wanted to make sure that the 
money was spent in the best interests of the community.  He stated that the 
Office of Property Management has done nothing to engage the public since the 
funding was allocated.  He stated that a resolution was proposed to ask the 
Office of Property Management to engage the communities in planning the 
renovation to make it a more usable branch. 
 
The third point was that the Council of the District of Columbia had successfully 
expanded the budget by 2.9 million dollars (10%) in order to extend the hours of 
operation from 40 to 54 hours.  However, no authority was given to hire 
additional staff and so it would take staff working overtime to spend the money.  
He stated that a resolution would be proposed to call on Councilmember 
Chavous and the council to write the necessary legislation so that the money 
could be used to hire new staff. 
 
The fourth point was regarding a discussion that has appeared in the Washington 
Post proposing the closing of the Martin Luther King Jr. Library and moving it to 
the old convention center site.  Mr. Huffine stated that plans discussed included 
razing the former building and to build a new public space.  He stated that the 
Mayor wanted to build “a cathedral” but smaller than the current library and 
underneath a hotel.  He stated that the plan would come to the Council in 
October.  His concerns were that a public library should be first and foremost a 
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service to the community, not a monument to a mayor or administration.  Further, 
the architect Ludwig Mies van der Rohe designed the current library and that 
even it has problems it could be a beacon of light with renovations.  Finally the 
Mayor’s plan, regardless of whether a new library was built or the old library was 
renovated, would require $50-90 million of private funding.  He stated that he was 
not asking for a resolution but wanted to let everyone know that it was going on. 
 
Commissioner Grant read aloud the first resolution: 
 

Whereas, the Advisory Neighborhood Commissions consider a 
wide range of policies and programs affecting their neighborhoods, 
including among other things the District’s expenditures of public 
funds. 
 
And whereas, the intent of the ANC legislation is to ensure input 
from an advisory board that is made up of the citizens of the 
neighborhoods that are directly affected by government action. 
 
And whereas, the public facilities and services available in the 
Mount Pleasant neighborhood affect the residents represented by 
this Advisory Neighborhood Commission.  
 
Whereas, in their FY2005 budget, the Council of the District of 
Columbia has appropriated $750,000 in public funds for the 
renovation of the Mount Pleasant Branch Library. 
 
And whereas these funds were appropriated for the control and 
execution of the Office of the Property Management of the District 
of Columbia. 
 
Therefore, be it resolved that this Advisory Neighborhood 
Commission requests that the DC Office of Property Management 
engage this body and the citizens we represent in how these funds 
will be used to renovate the Mount Pleasant Branch Library. 
 
Be it resolved that this Advisory Neighborhood Commission 
requests information from the Office of Property Management 
regarding the process by which they will expend the appropriated 
funds to renovate the Mount Pleasant Branch Library. 

 
The motion was seconded. 
 
Commissioner Edwards moved to change “citizens” to “residents.” 
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Elizabeth Elias asked if this issue could be publicized. 
 
Mr. Huffine stated that he would write something for distribution. 
 
The motion passed unanimously by hand vote. 
 
Commissioner Grant read aloud the second resolution: 
 

Whereas, the Advisory Neighborhood Commissions consider a 
wide range of policies and programs affecting their neighborhoods, 
including among other things the District’s expenditures of public 
funds. 

And whereas, the intent of the ANC legislation is to ensure input 
from an advisory board that is made up of the residents of the 
neighborhoods that are directly affected by government action. 

And whereas, the public facilities and services available in the 
Mount Pleasant neighborhood affect the residents represented by 
this Advisory Neighborhood Commission. 

Whereas, in their FY2005 budget, the Council of the District of 
Columbia appropriated funds in excess of two million dollars to 
expand the operating hours of Public Library Branches from 40 to 
54 per week. 

And whereas, these funds appropriated did not include the 
necessary language to allow the District of Columbia Public Library 
to hire staff to actually utilize those funds. 

Therefore, be it resolved that this Advisory Neighborhood 
Commission requests that the District of Columbia Council pass 
whatever legislation is necessary to provide such authority as soon 
as possible. 

Commissioner Edwards stated that he was concerned about the library bulking 
up with staff.  He suggested finding an alternative way of dealing with the issue 
such as employing interns from the local library programs.  He stated that he has 
found the library administration very secretive and closed to outside input and 
suggestion.  He stated that the commission could ask for information and have a 
larger discussion at the October meeting to talk about the many issues pertaining 
to the library.  He stated that his objection to hiring staff was that it might lend to 
the “empire-building” of the library administration. 
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Mr. Huffine responded that he has spoken to the director of library programs at 
various schools and that students get paid far too much in the industry for the 
Mount Pleasant Library to afford them.  The demand for library students in the 
area is just too great.  He stated that the library does not want to hire new people 
with new perspectives who might them how to run the library.  He stated that they 
did not ask for this money, the citizens did.  The citizens said they wanted their 
hours back and that is why the money was allotted.  He stated that he supported 
Commissioner Edwards in calling for more information but that they didn’t want to 
hear from him either. 
 
Commissioner Sale stated that as he saw the resolution as about granting the 
authority to spend the money. He asked if there was a reason or if it was just an 
oversight.  He stated that if there was a reason, he wanted to hear it. 
 
A neighbor asked when the fiscal year started. 
 
Commissioner Grant stated that it would probably not be until January that there 
was full budget and until then there would be a continuance to carry them 
through so this was something that could be put off. 
 
A neighbor stated that, while Commissioner Edwards made many good points, 
there was nothing like good librarians. He stated that he wanted to see people 
hired who were there permanently and invested in making it a better place rather 
than a student or someone temporary. 
 
Commissioner Edwards concurred and stated that he said the trouble was finding 
good librarians and those who have been in the system have been systematically 
pushed out. 
 
Commissioner McKay stated that he did not think it was necessary to get into 
who was hired and the ANC should just address this legislative hurdle. 
 
Commissioner Edwards withdrew his request. 
 
Commissioner Sale asked the name of the sponsor and why this was not granted 
from the beginning. 
 
Mr. Huffine stated that Kevin Chavous sponsored the bill and the funding came 
about as a way to back citizens off the Mayor’s call center and address their 
concerns about library hours.  He stated that it was just an oversight that the 
language was not included. 
 
The motion passed 4/0/1 with Commissioner Sale abstaining. 
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Commissioner Grant read aloud a third resolution: 
 

Mount Pleasant is the site of one of the larger branches of the DC library 
system.  This branch serves most of Ward One, one-eighth of the 
population of the District, with the smaller exception of the Petworth 
branch, located near the Ward One boundary. 
 
Many of the residents of Mount Pleasant have expressed concern that the 
branch library and the library system might be weakened by changes that 
have been proposed, and strongly disputed by Council members at a 
recent hearing on the future of the system. 
 
Several residents have been unable to obtain information about these 
plans, including a record of an open community forum, sponsored by the 
central library staff, and supposedly seeking alternative perspectives.  
Indeed, the civic association All-Ways Mount Pleasant (AMP) has made 
several inquiries with no substantial response, somewhat incongruous for 
an agency like the DC Library, which ordinarily would be expected to be 
active in sharing information and promoting thoughtful responses. 
 
Resolution 
Therefore, the Mount Pleasant Advisory Neighborhood Commission 
resolves: 
1. To ask that the DC Library answer the letters of the AMP (with a copy 

to this ANC), and specifically supply the requested recording. 
2. To ask that the DC Library send a copy of the various proposals, and 

consultant reports, on the future of the library system and this branch 
of the ANC. 

 
The motion was seconded. 
 
Copies of the correspondence were distributed to the commissioners and the 
public. 
 
Commissioner Edwards stated that Ellen Kardy was looking into it but told that 
the top library staff were not going to respond.   
 
Steve Mudd, Secretary of All-Ways Mount Pleasant, stated that they were invited 
to participate in the public meeting and heard that many good ideas were given 
but the information was not distributed.  They stated that they wanted a transcript 
of the meeting and at the time were told that they would get a copy. 
 
Mr. Huffine stated that if the ANC did decide to pass the resolution, which he 
supported, he recommended they copy Grace Gaither-Perry who is the general 
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counsel for the District Public Library and she would be responsive. 
 
Commissioner Grant and Mr. Mudd clarified that they were only requesting that 
the library respond to the April and December 2002 letters. 
 
Commissioner Sale moved to amend the resolution to read “furnish a response” 
rather than “answer.”  He also moved to strike the background. 
 
Commissioner Grant read aloud the amended resolution: 
 

The Mount Pleasant Advisory Neighborhood Commission resolves: 
 

1. To ask that the DC library furnish a written response to the April 9, 
2002 and December 31, 2002 letters of All-Ways Mount Pleasant 
(AMP) (with a copy to this ANC), and specifically supply the 
requested recording. 
 

2. To ask that the DC library send a copy of the various proposals, 
and consultant reports, on the future of the library system and this 
branch to this ANC. 

 
 
Commissioner Sale stated that he thought the second request was murky and 
not clear enough to prevent wiggle room. 
 
Commissioner Edwards stated that he thought this was a good initial challenge 
for them to do the right thing and then they could follow up if they did not fulfill the 
request.  He stated that there was an important meeting coming up that could 
profoundly alter the state of libraries in the city and so it was important to get 
information. 
 
Mr. Huffine confirmed that a request for information could be broad because the 
ANC did not know exactly what was available. 
 
Commissioner McKay expressed his concern about endorsing letters to the 
Board of Trustees that were abrasive and to which the commissioners were not 
privy to the events leading up to the requests.  He stated that he did not feel 
comfortable endorsing the letters. 
 
Commissioner Edwards stated that the resolution was not about endorsing the 
letters but requesting the library respond to a resident’s request for information. 
 
Commissioner Sale stated that the ANC would be advocating for a neighborhood 
group in order to get a response from a government agency.  He stated that he 
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agreed the tone may be abrasive but that AMP was a Mount Pleasant group and 
the ANC needed to support them. 
 
The motion passed 4/1 with Commissioner McKay opposed. 
 
Commissioner Grant announced that there would not be a PSA meeting the 
following day because of the primary elections and that the next meeting would 
be in October.  Anyone with concerns could contact the precinct directly or 
contact Commissioner Grant. 
 
Annual Report Committee 
With no committee chair, there was nothing to report. 
 
Business District Committee 
Committee Chair Sale had nothing to report.  He stated that he would be 
presenting a report at the October meeting regarding the membership of the 
committee.  The committee to date has comprised of an ANC member 
(Commissioner Sale), a member of Mount Pleasant Main Street, appointed by 
their board, as well as other community members appointed by the ANC. Main 
Street Mount Pleasant has rewritten their bylaws so that it will be a membership 
perpetuated organization and with it there is a big restructuring of the 
organization.  This will be happening at a meeting of MPMS on Wednesday, 
September 15th at 5pm.  He stated that it was open to the public but that he 
would defer to organization’s president about posting the date and time of the 
meeting.   
 
He stated that this was happening because the board believes that in order to be 
more open to the community it should be a membership organization and that the 
current make-up is not representative of the community.  Currently the ANC, 
Mount Pleasant Business Association and Historic Mount Pleasant appoint board 
members.  Many people have felt as though the doors have been closed to the 
community and they want to open those doors and shake things up a little bit. 
 
Children and Schools Committee 
Committee Chair McKay stated that he was working with the Elsie Whitlow 
Stokes Community Freedom Public Charter School to address the traffic problem 
of parents exiting the alley that runs from Park Road to Lamont Street after 
dropping off or picking up their children at school.  He stated that it was causing a 
problem for residents because they block the sidewalk and do not let pedestrians 
cross.  He stated that they are not allowed to use the front driveway. 
 
There was a discussion with the community about various ways the problem 
could be addressed further.  A letter was distributed to parents asking them to 
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use caution when entering and exiting. Some neighbors suggested installing a 
sign, mirror, crossing guard, or a traffic light.  Commissioner McKay stated that 
he would look into the matter further. 
 
Grants Committee 
Commissioner Edwards stated that he had nothing to report at this meeting.  He 
stated that he was compiling a report, which would be presented at the 
November meeting.  He further stated that in preparation for writing the report he 
was interviewing people who could make recommendations about how the 
commission could reform and streamline its grants process.  One idea that had 
come up was to model the process after large organizations, many of which 
operate the grant process out of their public communications office.  They use 
community engagement through grants as one instrument of many to address 
the needs of the community.  This would allow the process to emphasize the 
larger function of the ANC rather than focus on each grant. He stated that he 
would also recommend a communications audit process to better diagnose and 
recommend a communications strategy that would seek to engage a larger range 
of people in the neighborhood. 
 
Housing Committee 
Commissioner Edwards stated that he had nothing to report but that, as with the 
Grants Committee, he was preparing a report and has interviewed a dozen 
people so far as well as a literature review of policy frameworks for housing 
initiatives. 
 
A neighbor asked when the meeting was meeting. Commissioner Edwards 
responded that the meetings are schedule for the 1st Saturday at 10am at the 
Mount Pleasant Library but no one has been coming.  He has contacted the 
former members of the committee and they have said that they will take 
questions over email for the time being. 
 
Latino Committee 
Commissioner Edwards introduced Olivia Cadaval and stated that she had 
volunteered to serve as the interim chair of the Latino Committee.  He stated that 
he had spoken with many members of the committee including the co-chair, 
Joseph McMurray and they were all happy to have her as their chair. 
 
Commissioner Grant welcomed her and thanked her for volunteering her time to 
the committee for the rest of the commission’s term. 
 
The next meeting would take place Tuesday, September 21st. 
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Permits and Zoning Committee 
Commissioner McKay stated that he had seen liquor license hearings were 
taking place. 
 
Committee Chair Muller stated that he had contacted ABRA and was told that 
none were taking place until after Labor Day. 
 
Commissioner Edwards stated that he had heard that they did a roll call in the 
morning and if no one was there, the hearing was thrown out.  He stated that he 
recalled that a letter was to be distributed to the business community and had not 
seen it. 
 
Commissioner Muller stated that he had sent it and only received one response 
from Commissioner McKay.  He stated that he would resend the letter. 
 
Commissioner Edwards stated that he would like to start some sort of process to 
engage community members who are well versed in this process and bring them 
on board.  He stated that he has found the process very happenstantial and no 
one quite knows the rules. He would like to see the commission write a letter 
asking ABBA to document the process.  He would like to see some guidelines 
and policies that will be embraced by the community because otherwise the most 
extreme complaints drive the proxies. 
 
A discussion took place with the community and the commissioners about past 
actions of the ANC to reform the process and how nothing has brought about any 
sort of change.   
 
Commissioners Muller and McKay stated that the commission had discussed this 
in depth and passed a resolution trying to change the system to no avail.  
 
Commissioner McKay stated that he thought they should continue applying 
pressure but another resolution was futile.  The change had to happen on the 
neighborhood level. 
 
Commissioner Grant suggested that Commissioner Edwards draw up a letter or 
resolution for the October meeting. 

New business 

Commissioner Grant raised the PA recording system.    



Draft Minutes, September 13, 2004 ANC1D Meeting 
Last Revised October 4, 2004 at 15:00:39 PM 
Page 26 of 32 

Options from Commissioner McKay and Staff Member Ambria Archibald were 
distributed.   

Commissioner Edwards moved that the commission allocate $1,000 and assign 
two commissioners and the staff person to purchase the system for the next 
meeting.  He also suggested it be a recording device to be able to make the 
recordings available to the community. 

Commissioner Grant suggested the Chair and the Secretary. 

The motion was seconded. 

The motion passed unanimously by hand vote. 

Commissioner Grant announced the consideration of the candidate’s forum at 
the October meeting. 

Commissioner Edwards announced that the board of AMP voted to set up a 
candidate’s forum and has been joined in co-sponsorship and much energy by 
the Mount Pleasant Neighborhood Alliance.  They have invited the Mount 
Pleasant candidates to participate.  He stated that he has emailed the candidates 
and three have said yes so far.  He stated that it would take place from October 
14th from 6:30 to 9pm the basement of the Mount Pleasant Library.  The PSA 
meeting would be moved to the smaller meeting room.  The details of how it 
would be structured were being finalized.  It was designed to have at-length 
discussion of the issues. 

Commissioner Grant proposed that the ANC still make time for short introduction 
of candidates at the October meeting.   

Commissioner McKay stated that he did not think five minutes was enough to be 
worth the time. 

Commissioner Muller stated that he thought two nights of candidate debate and 
discussion was too much to ask of the community. 

Commissioner Muller stated that the statements would be short and at a set time 
so that the candidates could arrange to be there. 

Commissioner Edwards moved to hold the introductions from 8-8:35 with five 
minutes each for the seven candidates. 

The motion was seconded. 
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The motion was passed 4/0/1 with Commissioner McKay abstaining. 

Discussion of Parking Meters 

Commissioner Edwards stated that at the last meeting a neighbor had asked the 
commission to look into finding out about the rules and regulations regarding 
parking meters after seeing meters appear on Lamont Street. He stated that All-
Ways Mount Pleasant was requesting that the ANC vote for a resolution asking 
that no new parking meters to be installed in the neighborhood that have not 
been brought to the attention of the ANC and that AMP would like to know about 
the plan to install meters within three blocks of Mount Pleasant Street.    

He stated that from his conversations with Commissioner McKay, he understood 
the commissioner’s position to be in support of the business interests over those 
of the community. 

Commissioner McKay objected to this statement. 

Commissioner Edwards stated that this was a matter of northern parties affecting 
southern issues without notifying the residents or discussing the issue with them.  
He stated that AMP was asking for the ANC’s support in calling for the removal of 
the meters.  He stated there was precedent in other District communities where 
residents had objected to new parking meters and eventually succeeded in 
seeing them removed. 

Commissioner Grant asked that AMP present a resolution. 
 
Commissioner Edwards stated that he would like to read: “the ANC resolves to 
ask the Department of Transportation install no further meters without adequate 
notice to this ANC.” 

The motion was seconded. 

Commissioner McKay stated that there were two issues being conflated.  He 
stated that there is an existing policy of providing customer parking in business 
districts. He stated that the reason the meters went up on Lamont Street was 
because they were adjacent to a commercial establishment. He stated that it was 
all a part of the Mayor’s policy. He stated that it matter of putting meters in 
residential areas should not be mixed in with the meters on Lamont Street.  He 
further stated that he did not believe that there was truly a danger of meters 
being placed in the residential areas of Mount Pleasant.  The area of Lamont 
Street that now has meters was always a limited time parking area (two hours) 
but that it was difficult to enforce. 
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He read aloud the DC Code that addressed this issue: 

“The Council of the District of Columbia finds that: 

1. A number of traditional neighborhood commercial centers have suffered 
and declined; 

2. Many of these declining neighborhood commercial centers have 
traditionally encouraged and promoted minority entrepreneurship and 
employment opportunities; 

3. One of the District’s goals is the revitalization of neighborhood commercial 
areas for the purposes of creating new jobs, increasing incomes, and 
increasing the availability of goods and services at the neighborhood level 
particularly in low- and moderate-income neighborhoods; 

4. One of the major problems hindering the revitalization of neighborhood 
commercial centers is the lack of adequate short-term parking facilities for 
shoppers; and  

5. If the District is to achieve its goal of revitalization of these commercial 
areas and maximize their growth potential, low-cost short-term parking 
must be provided in or adjacent to such centers. 

Commissioner McKay stated that DDOT was attempting to implement the policy 
by installing meters in areas adjacent to business districts and that is why the 
meters were installed on Lamont Street.  He stated that the only way this policy 
was going to change was to take this on at the highest level.  He stated that he 
did not see the point in asking DDOT to come and address the issue because 
they were working under the policy of the Mayor. 

Commissioner Edwards stated that he did not see this as cut and dry and that 
the policy was open to interpretation.  He stated that the parking spaces on 
Lamont Street were very valuable to the residents because there were very few 
spaces available.  He stated that MPD Officer Scott Fawcett had said it was a 
waste of his time to go out and give a lot of tickets.  He stated that it was an 
instance of a small number of people, without talking to the people in the area 
and without trying to balance the various interests, went in and imposed a 
solution that was not called for and a matter of discretion because other areas 
have fought these kinds of solutions. 

He stated that he was asking for two things: 

1. that no more meters be installed and that on an issue that are 



Draft Minutes, September 13, 2004 ANC1D Meeting 
Last Revised October 4, 2004 at 15:00:39 PM 
Page 29 of 32 

very contentious, that the ANC is informed beforehand; 

2. that the ANC discuss this at the next meeting when it can be 
properly publicized and here from some of the affected residents. 

Commissioner Sale clarified that the motion on the table was “1) that no further 
meters be installed and that 2) that the ANC be informed of any changes to 
parking policy and given adequate notice.” 

Commissioner McKay stated that he did complain about the lack of notification 
and he was told that they were not a change of policy because it was just a 
matter of enforcement. 

Commissioner Sale stated that it was an alteration of public space and therefore 
the ANC should be notified in advance. 

Commissioner Grant moved to table the resolution to the next meeting when the 
resolution text could be drafted before the meeting. 

The motion was seconded. 

Commissioner Muller stated that he wanted to hear from the businesses before 
they passed such a resolution. 

The motion passed 3/2 with Commissioner Edwards and Commissioner Sale 
opposed.   

“Emergency No Parking” Resolution 

Commissioner McKay read aloud the resolution: 

Whereas on-street parking is in great demand, and very limited 
supply, in Mount Pleasant, and residents commonly have difficulty 
finding legal parking spaces, especially in the evening; 
 
Whereas District infrastructure projects have repeatedly 
appropriated numerous on-street parking spaces with "Emergency 
No Parking" postings, substantially depleting the supply of on-street 
parking available to residents; 
 
Whereas these postings usually prohibit parking as of 7:00 AM, so 
early as to render these spaces unusable for overnight parking, as 
well as daytime parking; 
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Whereas District contractors are currently free to demand as many 
on-street parking spaces as they want, for as long as they want, for 
whatever hours they want, with no regard to the hardships imposed 
on residents; 
 
Whereas these parking prohibitions are left in place and in force 
even on days when, due to weather or scheduling, no curbside 
work is being done, and there is no need for the prohibitions; 
 
Whereas these "Emergency No Parking" demands are made with 
little advance warning, and no explanation, and generally fail to 
identify the District agency responsible for the taking of parking; 
 
Whereas residents of unzoned blocks who are forced by street 
work to park their cars on residential-permit zoned blocks are 
subject to costly parking tickets; 
 
Be it resolved, that the Mount Pleasant ANC 1-D calls on the 
Department of Transportation, and other District agencies 
responsible for projects affecting on-street parking, to do the 
following: 
 
(1) Impose rules on the contractors that they are to take up no more 
on-street parking than is truly needed, for no longer than is needed, 
and for no more hours of the day than are truly needed; 
(2) Require that any "Emergency No Parking" postings identify the  
associated District agency, with contact information for residents 
affected by the work; 
(3) Post explanations of the work to be done, and the reason for the 
appropriation of curbside parking space; 
(4) Post suspensions of the "Emergency No Parking" postings 
when work is delayed, or postponed, e.g., due to weather, and the 
space is not needed; 
(5) Post termination of the "Emergency No Parking" when the work 
is done for the day, and no purpose is served by a continued 
prohibition; and 
(6) Provide temporary Residential Permit Parking placards to 
residents displaced from their unzoned blocks. 

 

The motion was seconded. 

Commissioner Edwards moved to table the resolution to hear form the other side. 
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The motion was seconded. 

The motion to table failed 1/4 with commissioners Grant, McKay, Muller and Sale 
opposed. 

Commissioner Muller asked if they usually post hours on the signs. 

Commissioner McKay stated that these were not usually reflective of the actual 
work and don’t remove the signs if they finish early. 

Commissioner Sale stated that he has been very frustrated by the signs and that 
he as the representative doesn’t even know what is going on.  He commended 
Commissioner McKay in calling for accountability. 

Commissioner Edwards stated that the reason he wanted to delay the vote was 
because he wanted the opportunity to find a way to address this on a higher level 
– as an overall parking issue.  He stated that he was interested in a quota system 
where they only had a certain amount to use at any one time. He stated that he 
wanted to see a system where the ANC was approached ahead of time about the 
projects and that there are a limited number of signs made available and that the 
workers know ahead of time where they will be working so that they can use 
public transportation rather than taking up even more spaces.  

Commissioner Sale stated that there was no way DDOT was going to do 
anything about it but that it was good to make a statement that the city works for 
its residents and not the other way around. 

Commissioner Edwards stated that he would vote in favor of it with the 
understanding that the ANC would think of something with more teeth after 
further brainstorming and conversations. 

The motion passed unanimously by hand vote. 

Commissioner Muller moved to approve payment of $545.00 to Ambria Archibald 
and $200.00 for the annual fee for the post office box. 

The motion passed 4/0/1 with Commissioner Edwards abstaining because he 
had not seen the paperwork or given the chance to see the rationale. 

Adjournment 

Chair Grant adjourned the meeting at 11:08 PM.  
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