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Assure an attractive 17th Street frontage to 3430-3432 Oakwood Terrace
Resolved, that ANC1D advises the Historic Preservation Review Board to consider the design of 3430-3432 
Oakwood Terrace, HPA #13-335, with special care as it will be seen from the 17th Street side, and to apply 
esthetic standards to this side of the buildings as rigorous as to the Oakwood Terrace frontage.

Why: Due to the narrowness of this lot, the rear side of the flats proposed for this project will abut 17th 
Street, and will be visually as prominent as if this structure fronted on 17th Street. From the public space of 
the street, and from residences across 17th Street, this backside of the buildings will be the public view of the 
buildings. Residents are quite appropriately concerned that this view will be less than pleasant, as the 
backside of buildings tends to be inferior in appearance, and the rear of buildings is commonly used for 
utilitarian purposes, such as trash bin and yard tool storage. The garages opening onto 17th Street are 
potentially an esthetic problem, if these in practice are left open and exposing cluttered interiors. The HPO 
staff report suggests that a lower standard is being applied to the 17th Street side of the buildings, 
concentrating attention on the Oakwood Terrace frontage.

Clearly the rear side of these buildings should be treated as carefully as if this were the front, because this 
side of the building abuts the public space, and is so exposed to view from the west side of 17th Street, as if 
this side were the primary frontage. 

Passed by 3 to 0 vote at the legally noticed, public meeting of ANC1D on November 18, 2014, with a quorum 
present. Voting “yes”:  Commissioners Hoey, McKay, Greiner. A quorum for this commission is three; three 
commissioners were present. 

Secretary, ANC1D 
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